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Grand Chapter of Canada 


PROCEEDINGS 

At the Forty-Sixth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, held in the Ma 
sonic Hall, Temple Building, City of Toronto, on Wed- 
nesday, A.D., 1904, A.I., 2434. 


PRESENT. 


M. E. Comp. Abraham Shaw 

. . . . Grand Z. 1 

tt 

Wm. G. Reid 

.as Grand PI. >- Grand Council. 

R. E. “ 

Wm. Roaf 


c t < t 

Geo. [. Bennett 

. . .Grand Scribe E. 

a a 

P. W. D. Broderick . . . . 

. . . Grand Scribe N. 

M. E. “ 

Hugh Murray 

. . .Grand Treasurer. 

R. E. " 

A. F. Webster 

Grand Principal Sojourner. 

“ “ 

George Moore 

.as Grand Registrar. 

V. E. 4 ‘ 

PI. T. Smith 

. . . .Grand ist Asst. Sojourner. 


W. J. A. Lake 

.as Grand 2 nd Asst. Sojourner. 

R. E. “ 

I. B. Nixon 

Grand Lecturer. 

a a 

J. J. Thompson 

.as Grand Sword Bearer. 

V. E. “ 

W. E. Brown 

as Grand Master ist Veil. 

a a 

R. J. Gibson 

as Grand Master 2 nd Veil. 

a a 

Thos. Smith 

as Grand Master Jrd Veil. 


Wm. Wilson 

.as Grand Master 4 th Veil. 

a tt 

J. McCallum 

as Grand Standard Bearer. 

a tt 

J. W. Seymour Corley. . . 

... Grand Director of Cercmonit 

a a 

J. T. Wilson 


a a 

F. E. Luke 

.as Grand Pursuivant. 

V.“ 

G. W. Moody 


c c tt 

T. Phillips 

.as Grand Steward. 

( i 

J. Woods 

.as Grand Steward. 

cc 

R. Weddell 

as Grand Steward. 

tt 

R. Roberts 

as Grand Steward. 

tt cc 

R. E. Wright 

.as Grand Steward. 


B. Patterson 

as Grand Steward. 

C C CC 

D. Robertson 

as Grand Steward. 


grand superintendents. 

R. E. Comp. 

c c c c 

Ed. Worth, Kent Bridge 


John Prain, Harriston . . . 


CC ft 

A. T. Neill, Hamilton. 



J. G. Bottomley, Niagara Niagara 

James Bicknell, Toronto Toronto 

A. Cameron, M.D., Owen Sound Georgian 


OC'M <_n 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


R E. Comp. R. C. Smith, Port Hope Ontario Disct. No. io 

“ “ J. G. Fennell, Napanee Pr. Edward “ “ n 

“ “ W. H. Mowat, Brockville St. Lawrence “ “ 12 

“ “ W. A. MacKay, Renfrew Ottawa “ “ 13 


A constitutional number of Chapters being repre- 
sented by their qualified officers, the Forty-sixth Annua] 
Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons of Canada was opened in Ample Form at 11 o’clock 
a.m. 


R. E. Companion J. Earl Halliwell, from the Com- 
mittee on Credentials of Representatives, reported that 
there are 104 warranted Chapters and 4 U. D. on the 
roll of Grand Chapter, of which number 75 were repre- 
sented by the following Companions: 

No. 1. Ancient Frontenac and Cataraqui, Kingston. 

R.E. Comp. W. S. R. Murch, M.E. Comp. A. Shaw, Proxy, 
P.Z.’s. 


No. 2. The Hiram, Hamilton. 

E. Comps. Thos. Smith, Fred Staunton, C. Y. Emory, J. W. 
Grant, Y.E. Comp. W. E. Brown, R.E. Comps. Geo. Moore, 
T. M. Davis, Fred Walter, Proxy, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 3. St. John’s, London. 

E. Comps. James Tancock, H. ; J. H. Wilson, Z.; Oliver 
Ellwood, P.Z. 

No. 4. St. Andrew ’s and St. John’s, Toronto. 

E. Comps. W. H. Blight, Z. ; R. W. Clewlo, H. S. King, J. 
G. Boyce, T. B. Cole, J. Glanville, Y.E. Comps. H. T. Smith, 
S. Love, R.E. Comps. J. W. Jones, W. Simpson, P.ZPs. 

No. 5. St. George’s, London. 

E. Comps. T. H. Baker, H. ; A. G. Stephens, Z.; W. A. Wil- 
son, R. W. Evans, R.E. Comp. P. W. D. Broderick, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 6. St. John’s, Hamilton. 

E. Comps. A. T. Freed, J. ; E. Porter, Z. ; J. McCallum, 
Y.E. Comps. J. T. Wilson, T. Pedlar; R.E. Comps. W. Bir- 
rell, W. J. McAllister, J. Mallory, D. McPhie, A. T. Neill; 
M.E. Comps. W. Gibson, W. G. Reid, Hugh Murray, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 7. The Moira, Belleville. 

E. Comps. W. S. Morden, Z.; J. A. Phillips, R.E. Comp. W. 
Webster, P.Z. 's. 


ANNUAL CONVOCATION, TORONTO, 1904. 


5 


No. 8. King Solomon’s, Toronto. 

E. Comps. M. Gibbs, P.H. ; Joseph Doust, Z.; E. M. Carle- 
ton, J. S. Lovell, John Akers; R.E. Comps. J. B. Nixon, 
• Alex. Patterson; M.E. Comp. Kivas Tully, P.Z.’s. 

No. 15. Wawanosh, Sarnia. 

E. Comp. J. Woods, P.Z. 

No. 16. Carleton, Ottawa. 

R.E. Comp. W. A. MacKay, Proxy. 

No. 18. Oxford, Woodstock. 

E. Comp. Geo. H. Cheyne, Z. 

No. 19. Mount Moriah, St. Catharines. 

E. Comp. A. N. Lindsay, J.; S. P. Gourlay, Z. 

No. 20. Mount Horeb, Brantford. 

E. Comp. Moses McCormack, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 22. Grenville, Prescott. 

R.E. Comp. J. F. Graham, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 23. Ezra, Simcoe. 

R.E. Comp. J. G. Bottomley, P.Z. 

No. 26. St. Mark’s, Trenton. 

E. Comp. Robt. Weddell, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 27. Manitou, Collingwood. 

R.E. Comp. W. T. Toner, P.Z. 

No. 28. Pentalpha, Oshawa. 

R.J1. Comp. Robt. McCaw, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 29. McCallum, Bunnville. 

R.E. Comp. R. G. W. Conolly, P.Z. 

No. 30. Huron, Goderich. 

R.E. Comp. Joseph Beck, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 31. Prince Edward, Picton. 

E. Comp. R. E. Wright, Z.; Y.E. Comp. H. Wellbanks, M.E. 
Comp. Donald Ross, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 36. Corinthian, Peterboro ’. 

E. Comp. J. M. Shaw, R.E. Comp. R. E. Wood, Proxy, 
P.Z. 's. 
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No. 37. Victoria , Port Nope. 

R.E. Comps. R. C. Smith, W. J. Robertson, P.Z.’s. 

No. 40. Guelph, Guelph. 

E. Comps. W. A. Mahoney, Z. ; H. Mahoney, R.E. Comp. 1C 
Mahoney, P.Z.'s. 

No. 41. Harris, Ingersoll. 

E. Comp. Beattie Patterson, Z. 

No. 44. Moimt Sinai, Napanee. 

R.E. Comp. J. G. Fennell, P.Z. 

No. 47. Wellington, Chatham. 

E. Comp. Geo. B. Crumb, Z. 

No. 48. St. John’s, Cohour g. 

R.E. Comp. R. J. Craigr. P.Z. 

No. 52. Prince Rupert, Winnipeg . 

R.E. Comp. John Leslie, P.Z. 

No. 53. Bruce, Petrolea. 

E. Comp. A. W. Parker, Z 
No. 54. Palestine , St. Thomas. 

E. Comp. S. J. Puddicombe, Z. 

No. 55.. Niagara, Niagara. 

R.E. Comps. J. G. Bottomley, J. G. Rousseau, P.Z. J s. 

No. 56. Georgian, Owen Sound. 

R.E. Comp. Allan Cameron, P.Z. 

No. 59. Sussex, Brockville. 

E. Comp. W. H. Kyle, Z. and P.Z. 

No. 60. Doric , Newmarket. 

E. Comp. A. E. Webb, R.E. Comp. P. T. Lee, P.Z. ; s. 

No. 61. Granite, Almonte. 

' E. Comp. M. H. Steele, Z. 

No. 62. York, Eglinton . 

E. Comps. Geo. McLeish, J.; R. Lennox, H.; R. J. Gibson, 
D. Robertson, W. E. Holland, R.E. Comps. R. W. Hull, W. 
Roaf, P.Z.'s. 
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No. 65. St. Paul’s, Toronto. 

E. Comps. F. C. Snider, FI. ; F. Sparling, F. W. Harcourt, 

V. E. Comp. W. H. Best, R.E. Comps. Jas. Bieknell, A. F. 
Webster, Aubrey White, W. C. Fakins, Benjamin Allen, C. 

W. Postlethwaite, P.Z.’s. 

No. 66. The Malloch, Scaforth. 

E. Comp. R. J. Cooper, Proxy ; R.E. Comp. J. W. Hodgins, 
P.ZFs . 

No. 67. Enterprise, Ilarriston. 

E. Comp. W. W. Yeo, Z. ; R.E. Comp. John Prain, P.Z. 

No. 68. Maitland, North Augusta. 

E. Comp. W. H. Kyle, Proxy. 

No 69. Grimsby, Grimsby. 

E. Comp. A. E. Phipps, Z.; R.E. Comp. W. Forbes, P.Z. 

No. 70. Grand River, Bracebridge. 

R.E. Comp. Isaac Huber, P.Z. 

No. 72. Keystone, Stirling. 

E. Cpmp. H. H. Alger, Z. and P.Z.; R.E. Comp. J. E. Hal- 
liwell, P.Z. 

No. 73. Erie, Ridgetown. 

E. Comp. R. Spence, H. ; Y.E. Comp. G. W. Moody, P.Z. 

No. 74. Beaver, Strathroy. 

E. Comp. A. E. Hare, Z. 

No. 75. St. Clair, Milton. 

E. Comps. F. A. Brown, Z.; G. E. Sitzer, R.E. Comps. Wm. 
Panton, J. A. Frazer, P.Z. 

No. 76. Mount Nebo, Niagara Falls S. 

E. Comps. R. G. Murray, Z.; E. E. Fraser, P.Z. 

No. 77. Occident , Toronto. 

E. Comps. H. G. Brown, J. ; F. Prince, Z. ; H. Meadows, L. 
H. Luke, Geo. K. Clemens, R.E. Comps. Jas. Wilson, J. W. 
Hickson, J. J. Thompson, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 79. Orient, Toronto. 

E. Comps. Gilbert Gilmour, Z.; W. G. Chick, Y.E. Comps. 
J. W. S. Corley, Ira Bates, R.E. Comp. E. H. Briggs, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 80. Arlc, Windsor. 

E. Comp. R. II. Revell, P.Z., and Proxy. 
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No. 8 2. Shuniah, Port Arthur. 

R.E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 83. Ionic, Orangeville. 

E. Comps. J. A. Glover, Proxy; Wm. Fleming, P.Z.'s. 

No. 88. Golden, Pat Portage. 

R.E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, P.Z., and Proxy. 

NOi 91. Antiquity Toronto. 

E. Comps. E. C. Davies, H.; F. E. Luke, Z.; G. W. Yerral, 
Y.E. Comp. W. J. A. Lake, R.E. Comps. G. G. Rowe, G. J. 
Bennett, P.Z.’s. 

No. 94. Midland, Lindsay. 

E. Comp. J. W. Wallace, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 95. Tuscan, Sudbury. 

E. Comp. J. S. Gill, Z.; R.E. Comp. R. H. Arthur, P.Z. 

No. 98. Vancouver, Vancouver. 

R.E. Comp. W. Roaf, Proxy. 

No. 100. St. Lawrence, Broclcville. 

E. Comp. W. H. Kyle, Proxy; R.E. Comp. W. H. Mowat, 
P.Z. ’s. 

No. 101. Corinthian, Boissevain. 

R.E. Comp. John Leslie, Proxy. 

No. 10 2. Algonquin, Sault Ste. Marie. 

E. Comp. R. Roberts, R.E. Comp. B. Allen, Proxy, P.Z.’s. 

No. 103. St. John’s, North Bay. 

E. Comp. J. T. Lovell, P.Z., and Proxy. 

No. 104. White Oak, Oakville . 

E. Comps. W. T. Marlatt, Z.; W. H. Morden, Y.E Comp. 
W. H. Robinson, R.E. Comp. W. H. Speers, P.Z. ’s. 

No. 106. Alberta, Calgary. 

M.E. Comp. W. G. Reid, Proxy. 

No. 114. Bonnechere, Renfrew. 

Y.E. Comp. Wm. Hay, R.E. Comp. W. A. MacKay, Proxy, 
P.Z.'s. 

No. 115. Brant, Paris. 

E. Comp. W. J. Logie, Z. 
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No. 116. Maple, Carleton Place. 

E. Comp. A. S. Gorrell, R.E. Comp. D. H. McIntosh, Proxy, 
P.Z.'s. 

No. 118. North Star, Edmonton. 

P.E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, Proxy. 

No. 120. Kootenay, Kaslo. 

R.E. Comp. Benjamin Allen, Proxy. 

No. 124. Westminster, Neiu Westminster. 

M.E. Comp. Win. Gibson, Proxy. 

No. 127. Keystone, Nanaimo. 

R.E. Comp. Benjamin Allen, Proxy. 

U. 1). St. Francis, Smith’s Falls. 

E. Comp. G. T. Martin, Z. 

V. D. King Darius, Canning ton. 

E. Comp. Tlios. Foster, H. 

U. D. Succoth , Uxbridge. 

E. Comp. V. M. Hare, H. 

Thirty-three Chapters are unrepresented. Number 
of names registered, 178. Number of votes entitled to 
bo east, 340. 

Fraternally submitted, 

J. Earl Halliwell, 

W. S. E. Murch, 

W. T. Toner, 

Committeee. 

On motion of E. E. Comp. J. Earl Halliwell, second- 
ed by E. E. Comp. Murch, the report of the Committee 
on Credentials of Eepresentatives was received and 
adopted. 

The M. E. the Grand Z. granted permission for the 
admission of all Eoyal Arch Masons in good standing, 
during the sessions of Grand Chapter, as visitors. 

The Grand Scribe N. read the rules and regulations 
for the government of Grand Chapter during business. 
The Grand Scribe E. commenced to read the minutes of 
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the proceedings of the Forty-fifth Annual Convocation, 
held in the City of Toronto, on the 28th day of January, 
A.D. 1903, A.I. 2433, when it was moved by M. E. Comp. 
W. G. Reid, seconded by R. E. Comp. W. Roaf, and 

Resolved , — That as the proceedings of the last Annual Convo* 
cation, held on the 28th day of January, 1903, have been printed, 
and copies thereof sent to all the Chapters under this jurisdiction, 
the recorded minutes be considered as read, and the same be now 
confirmed. 

The M. E. the Grand Z. then called upon the Grand 
Scirbe E. to read the roll of Representatives of sister 
Grand Chapters, and invited those in attendance to 
seats on the dais and greeted them, the Companions* of 
Grand Chapter standing. The following answered to 
their names : 


M. E. Comp. A. Shaw, Kingston Connecticut. 

“ “ Hugh Murray, Hamilton District of Columbia. 

R. E. “ Allan Cameron, M.D.,Owen SoundGeorgia. 

“ “ VVm. Forbes, Grimsby Illinois. 

“ “ Ed. Worth, Kent Bridge Indian Territory. 

“ “ C. W. Postlethwaite, Toronto ....Iowa. 

M. E. “ Kivas Tully, Toronto Ireland. 

R. E. “ B. Allan, Toronto Maine. 

“ “ R. G. VV. Conolly, Dunnville ....Maryland. 

M. E. “ Wm. Gibson, Beamsville Missouri. 

R. E. “ W. H. Mowat, Brock ville Nevada. 

“ John Leslie, Winnipeg .New Zealand. 

“ “ James Wilson, Toronto .North Carolina. 

“ “ Geo, Moore, Hamilton Nova Scotia. 

“ “ Wm. Roaf, K.C., Toronto Oregon. 

cc “ Donald McPhie, Hamilton Pennsylvania. 

“ “ J. B. Nixon, Toronto Vermont. 

M. E. “ W. G. Reid, Plamilton Victoria. 

R. E. “ Alex Patterson, Toronto Virginia. 


The Grand Representatives having been accorded 
the Grand honors, R. E. Comp. William Forbes, Repre- 
sentative of Illinois, responded on behalf of his col- 
leagues, stating that it would be a source of gratification 
to our sister Grand jurisdictions to learn that the Grand 
Chapter of Canada was enjoying such an era of peace 
and prosperity. 


The M. E. the Grand Z. then read the following: 
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ADDRESS. 

To the Most Excellent Grand Chapter , Greeting. 
Companions: 

Another year lias rapidly passed away, and through 
the beneficence of the Most High we are graciously per- 
mitted to assemble in Annual Convocation to hear reports 
of our Grand Officers, and to transact such other busi- 
ness as may be deemed necessary for the good of the 
Royal Craft. 

It affords me, Companions, great pleasure to extend 
to you a cordial welcome to this our Forty-sixth Annual 
Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Ar?h Masons 
of Canada, that we may here express thanks to, and seek 
assistance from, the Great I Am while we review the 
events of the past year and look forward with hope for 
the years to come. 

The healthy growth of past years has brought the 
Grand Chapter into larger proportions and greater use- 
fulness, and inspired it with more intense vigor, the 
year just closed being marked by the same life and work 
which has heretofore characterized it. 

It is again, as it has been during the past years, a 
pleasure to report that our relations with all sister 
Grand Chapters continue most friendly and cordial, 
while throughout our own jurisdiction harmony and 
prosperity prevail, the Grand Scribe E. informing me 
that this year has been the most prosperous the Royal 
Craft has experienced. Financially, it has never been 
in a more satisfactory condition, which is due to those 
who in the past have presided over and guarded the 
interest of our Grand Chapter. 

In accordance with the expressed desire of Grand 
Chapter at the last Annual Convocation, your Grand 
Council and Grand Treasurer invested $2,484.99 in 
debentures of the town of Orillia, guaranteed by the 
county of Simcoe, bearing interest at the rate of four 
per cent, per annum, payable half yearly. 
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The following brief summary of the Grand Chapter 
since its organization will be of interest: 

In 1863 there were 22 Chapters with 867 members, 
receipts for the year $360.60. 

In 1873 there were 54 Chapters with 2,492 members, 
receipts for the year $1,709.40. 

In 1883 there were 78 Chapters with 3,537 members, 
receipts for the year $2,075.70. 

In 1893 there were 87 Chapters with 4,023 members, 
receipts for the year $2,742.74. 

In 1902 there were 103 Chapters with 6,938 members, 
receipts for the year $4,011.60. 

These figures mark a very rapid growth during the 
past ten years, but I am proud to be in the position te 
state that the record of the last twelve months exceeds 
any similar period in the history of Grand Chapter. 
Last year we announced a net increase of 477. This year 
the gain is over 700. The statements from the Grand 
Scribe E. and Grand Treasurer for the year just closed 
are most, encouraging. They will be found in the printed 
proceedings of this Annual Convocation. 

OUR DEPARTED. 

While, my Companions, we rejoice in the prosperity 
of the Grand Chapter and the subordinate Chapters, we 
are reminded that those who have been foremost in the 
good work are fast being called from our midst. During 
the past year, for the first time in the history of our 
Grand Chapter, one of the Grand Council was summoned 
from this transient and fleeting life to enjoy the realities 
of that greater life where the cry of pain or the sigh of 
sorrow will never more be heard. 

Our departed R. E. Companion, Dr. DeWitt H. 
Martyn, Grand Second Principal, was associated with 
the Grand Chapter for many years, his name being 
seldom omitted in the Proceedings since 1883, when he 
first represented Havelock Chapter, No. 63, Kincardine, 
his presence always being looked for and his advice care- 
fully considered. Last year, when elected to the posi- 
tion of Grand H., he bade fair to grace that office and 


ANNUAL CONVOCATION, TORONTO, 1904. 13 

materially assist, by his wisdom, the Grand Council, but 
soon after the closing of the convocation lie was forced, 
through affletion, to cease from his professional duties. 
In search of health, he went to the city of Brooklyn, 
New York, from which place we were gratified to learn 
of his improvement, and in the early part of July he 
returned to Canada, and was found, as in the past, at 
the session of the Grand Lodge of Canada, where he was 
greeted by so many of his brethren. A few days later, 
however, at his home in Kincardine, the angel of death 
came, and on Sunday, 19th July, he was called to his 
reward. His quiet, unassuming manner, his warm 
friendship, his strong sense of justice, his long attach- 
ment to our Craft in all its branches had won for him 
the love and esteem of his brethren and Companions. 
Loving and lovable, we may well say of him, “We will 
record his name in our hearts and treasure it in our 
memories ; he shall live in the exercise of his virtues. ’ ’ 

“Death should come 
Gently, to one of gentle mould like thee, 

As light winds, wandering through groves of bloom, 
Detach the delicate blossoms from the tree. 

Close thy sweet eyes calmly and without pain, 

And we will trust in God, to see thee yet again.’ ’ 

For some years Grand Chapter has watched with 
sorrow and keen interest, owing to his failing health, our 
M. E. Companion, J. J. Mason, of Hamilton, who was 
known and honored by every member of the Masonic 
body, having served as Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada for twenty-nine years, was elected 
Grand First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Canada 
at the city of Kingston in 1890, and few had such interest 
over their brethren as our departed Companion, always 
listened to with interest and marked attention. He was 
known by the deep interest taken in all matters affecting 
his city or country, at the time of his death holding the 
rank of major in the active militia, had served as Mayor 
of the City of Hamilton for some years, and was a zeal- 
ous member of the Anglican Church. For five months 
he was confined to his home by that fell disease, con- 
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sumption, and on 15th June the voice of the Almighty 
was heard, and laying down the gavel of labor, he 
ascended into the presence of the Master of Assemblies 
to receive his reward. He was buried under Masonic 
auspices, the funeral attended by many of the most dis- 
tinguished members of the Craft. 

We have also to record and mourn the death during 
the year of R. E. Comp. John Creasor, of Owen Sound, 
who gave much of his time to the Royal Craft. He was 
buried with Masonic honors at Owen Sound on the 16th 
March. The deceased Judge was First Principal of 
Georgian Chapter, No. 56, Owen Sound, in 1879, and 
Grand Superintendent in 1891. Those who knew him 
best found him to be a consistent Mason, a helpful com- 
panion and an estimable member of society. 

Among the other faithful workers in the Royal Craft 
whose death we deplore are R. E. Companions John M. 
Clement and W. G. Coulter, Past Grand Superintendents 
of the Niagara and Ontario districts respectively, and V. 
E. Companion Senator Lachlan McCallum, founder of 
the Chapter at Dunnville which bears his name. 

We join with our sister jurisdictions in mourning 
the loss of the following distinguished Companions: 

Alabama— James E. Cobb, Past Grand High Priest. 

Arizona— Frederick A. Sweet, M.D., Past Grand 
High Priest; George W. Cheyney, Past Grand High 
Priest. 

Colorado— Wm. H. Byers, Past Grand High Priest ; 
Roger W. Unrlbury, Past Grand High Priest. 

Connecticut — William W. Lee, Past Grand High 
Priest. 

Columbia, District of — Noble D. Larner, Past Grand 
High Priest. 

Kansas— Peter J. Freeling, Grand Treasurer; Wm. 
D. Thompson, Past Grand High Priest; Edward A. 
Smith, Past Grand High Priest. 

Illinois— Edward C. Pace, Past Grand High Priest; 
Wiley M. Egan, Past Grand High Priest; James McMur- 
try, Past Grand High Priest. 

Maryland— Charles H. Ohr, M.D., Past Grand High 
Priest. 
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Michigan — Jefferson S. Conover, Grand Secretary. 

Mississippi — Reuben Barney, Past Grand High 
Priest. 

New Jersey— George B. Edwards, Grand Secretary. 

Ohio— Wm. AY. Savage, Past Grand High Priest. 

Pennsylvania— Samuel C. Perkins, Past Grand High 
Priest. 

South Carolina— Andrew II. AAdiite, Past Grand 
High Priest. 

Tennessee— AY. R. Shaver, Past Grand High Priest. 

Virginia— James O’Keefe, D. D. G. H. Priest; 
Thomas E. Schwartz, Past Grand High Priest. 

AYisconsin— Charles AY. Bardun, Past Grand High 
Priest. 

New Brunswick— John A. AVatson, Past Grand 
High Priest. 

I desire to place on record my appreciation of the 
assistance rendered by R. E. Comp. D. F. MacWatt and 
our Grand Scribe E. in keeping me in touch with the 
condition of our R. E. Companion, the late Dr. DeWitt 
Martyn, during his protracted illness ; also would recom- 
mend that this Grand Chapter acknowledge the courtesy 
and kindness extended our R. E. Companion by a num- 
ber of Grand High Priests of New York State, who 
regularly visited him while he sojourned at Brooklyn, 
this acknowledgment to be sent through our good Com- 
panion, David M. Drury, Secretary of the Fraternal 
Union of Anointed Hmh Priests of the State of New 
York, who was f6remost in attention. 

RENDITION OF THE WORK. 

The Grand Superintendents have been zealous in 
their efforts to secure the correct exemplification of our 
beautiful ritual, and in assisting the Chapters by their 
wise counsel and painstaking efforts to advance the 
interest of the Craft. The Grand Chapter owes much 
to these zealous officers, and the districts should guard 
well the personnel of those whom they select for such an 
important position. 

The work of the A lost Excellent Master degree, 
which has been restored to its original form, was duly 
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prepared and the Chapters notified thereof. I am 
pleased to say that in many of the Chapters this work 
has been adopted and conferred in a manner creditable 
to the officers and pleasant to those receiving the degree. 
I trust this work will be adopted throughout the juris- 
diction in accordance with the ruling of Grand Chapter. 

Lack of uniformity in the secret work is to be de- 
plored, and I would recommend that action be taken to 
secure perfect similarity, and that too in accordance 
with our ancient and time-honored ceremonies. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

I have had pleasure in recommending the following 
Companions of our jurisdictions as Grand Representa- 
tives for sister Grand Chapters: 

Georgia — R. E. Companion Allan Cameron, M.D., 
Owen Sound. 

Indian Territory — R. E. Companion Edward Worth, 
Kent Bridge. 

Iowa — R. E. Companion C. W. Postlethwaite, To- 
ronto. 

Louisiana— M. E. Companion Robert Hendry, 
Kingston. 

Maine — R. E. Companion Benjamin Allen, Toronto. 

Massachusetts— M. E. Companion John E. Harding, 
Lindsay. 

Nevada— R. E. Companion Wm. H. Mowat, Brock- 
ville. 

New Zealand— R. E. Companion John Leslie, Win- 
nipeg. 

Nova Scotia— R. E. Companion George Moore, 
Hamilton. 

Oregon — R. E. Companion Wm. Roaf, Toronto. 

South Dakota— R. E. Companion A. E. Cooper, 
London. 

The above nominations have been ratified and com- 
missions from the various Grand Chapters received and 
forwarded to the Companions. 

Commissions have been issued to the following as 
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Grand Representatives of this Grand Chapter near their 
respective Grand Chapters: 

Connecticut— R. E. Companion George N. Delap, 
Hartford. 

Florida — R. E. Companion Z. T. Merritt, Buena 
Vista. 

Massachusetts— R. E. Companion R. A. Atwood, 
Boston. 

New Zealand — R. E. Companion Robert Fletcher, 
Wellington. 

South Dakota— R. E. Companion D. Corrigan, Hot 
Springs. 

I reiterate the desire expressed by our M. E. Com- 
panion William Gibson, that our Companions honored 
with commissions as Grand Representatives should use 
every effort to be present at the Annual Convocations 
of this Grand Chapter, thus showing their appreciation 
of the honor conferred upon them. 

OFFICIAL VISITATIONS. 

The official visits during the year have been some- 
what numerous. With two exceptions, I have been able 
to keep my engagements. It was a great source of 
regret when I found that my official duties would not 
permit me meeting my Companions of Antiquity, No. 
91, Toronto, and Leeds, No. 132, Gananoque. I was 
gratified to learn- from Grand Superintendent J. Bick- 
nell of the large gathering, successful work and pleasant 
evening spent with Antiquity, while at Leeds Chapter, 
one of the latest and most prosperous in our jurisdic- 
tion, R. E. Companion W. A. MacKay, Grand Superin- 
tendent of Ottawa District, with E. Companion Wm. H. 
Kyle, came to my assistance and installed the officers. 
They report a most sucessful meeting and enjoyable 
evening. 

In all my visits I found loyalty to the Grand Chap- 
ter prevailing, being received with all honor and respect 
due to the exalted position, and meeting with courtesy 
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and kindness on every hand, for which I am deeply 
grateful. The following were the Chapters officially 
visited by me : 

May 8th— Victoria, No. 37, Port Hone. Accom- 
panied by R. E. Companions Wm. Roaf, Grand J. ; R. 
C. Smith, Grand Superintendent; C. W. Postlethwaite, 
and Robert J. Craig. This Chapter is well known for 
its excellent work. 

June 2nd— Excelsior, No. 45, Colborne. Accom- 
panied by Grand Superintendent R. C. Smith and R. 
E. Companion Dr. Might. Many distinguished Compan- 
ions were present, and the work was performed in a 
very satisfactory manner. 

June 16th— St. Mark’s, No. 26, Trenton. This 
Chapter has made rapid progress under the able man- 
agement of its officers. Three candidates were exalted 
that evening, and the work well put on. 

June 1 8th— Midland, No. 94, Lindsay. Aecom- 
paniel by Grand Superintendent R. C. Smith, and was 
pleased also to have with me M. E. Companion J. E. 
Harding and several Companions from Peterborough. 
Seven received the degree of the Holy Royal Arch. This 
Chapter boasts of many distinguished Companions who 
take an interest in the work. 

October 13th— St. John’s, No. 103', North Bay. 
Accompanied by R. E. Companion Allan Cameron, 
Grand Superintendent. The Grahd Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada is a member of this Chapter, 
and was present. The appointments of the new room 
are perfect, and the work was beautifully done. 

October 14th— Tuscan, No. 95, Sudbury. R. E. Com- 
panion R. H. Arthur, with many of the Companions, 
made my visit very enjoyable, and showed themselves 
masters of the work. 

October 15th— Shuniah, No. 82, Port Arthur. Ac- 
companied by Grand Superintendent J. W. Morgan. 
Among those who take an active interest in the Chapter 
is R. E. Companion S. W. Ray, and through the watch- 
ful care of those two Companions good work is ensured. 
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November 2nd— Enterprise, No. 67, Harriston. 
There were with me R. E. Companions John Prain, 
Grand Superintendent, and R. Mahoney. The former is 
a member of this Chapter. The Royal Arch was exem- 
plified by R. E. Companion R. Mahoney, who is a skilled 
workman in all the degrees of Craft Masonry. There 
were 67 members of the Chapter present, besides visitors, 
which marks the interest taken by the officers and mem- 
bers. 


November 9th— Prince Edward, No. 31, Picton. 
There were present the Grand Superintendent, R. E. 
Companion J. G. Fennell, also R. E. Companion Jas. H. 
Colden and a dozen Companions from Napanee. In all 
95 Companions were present. The officers are masters 
of the work, and exemplified the Royal Arch in excellent 
manner. This Chapter is one of the best in the jurisdic- 
tion. 


November 20th— Ancient Frontenac and Cataraqui, 
No. 1, Kingston. This being my home Chapter, I had 
with me a large number of Past Grand Chapter officers, 
many of whom are seldom absent from the regular meet- 
ings. This Chapter has excellent officers, and carries on 
the work in a perfect manner. It has been my privilege 
to meet my Companions at most of its meetings, R. E. 
Companion Wm. H. Mowat, Grand Superintendent, was 
present, and expressed himself well pleased with the 
work. On 15th January, assisted by Past Grand Chapter 
officers, I installed the officers for 1903. 

December 9th— St. Paul’s, No. 65, Toronto. This 
ranks among the foremost Chapters in the jurisdiction. 
There were with me R. E. Companions Wm. Roaf, Grand 
J. ; James Bielmell, Grand Superintendent; Benjamin 
Allen, P. T. Lee and many others. I need not comment 
on the work or character of this Chapter. It is well 
known in the jurisdiction. 

January 5th— Maple, No. 116, Carleton Place. Ac- 
companied by the Grand Superintendent, R. E. Com- 
panion W. A. MacKay, and R. E. Companions D. H. 
McIntosh and W. B. McArthur, also Companions from 
Granite Chapter, Almonte, and St. Francis U. D., 


20 


GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


Smith’s Falls. The officers were installed by the Grand 
Superintendent. E. Companion Gorrell, Immediate Past 
Z., is an enthusiastic worker, and has placed this Chap- 
ter among the first in the Ottawa District. 

I was also present at the institution of St. Francis 
Chapter, U. D., Smith’s Falls; King Darius Chapter, 
Cannington, and Succoth Chapter, Uxbridge. At each 
of these meetings there were many distinguished Com- 
panions, especially at Smith’s Falls and Uxbridge; at 
Cannington I was assisted by R. E. Companion J. W. 
Wallace. 

April 15th— Chapter of Instruction, held at Am- 
herstburg, under the direction of R. E. Companion Ed. 
Worth, Grand Superintendent, when the M. M. M. Degree 
was exemplified by officers of Ark Chapter, No. 80, Wind- 
sor; the M. E. M. by Prince of AYales, No. 71, Amherst- 
burg, and the Holy Royal Arch, by Wellington, No. 47, 
Chatham. The officers were well qualified for the work 
and R. E. Companion Thomas MacNabb, one of the 
pioneer Masons in the district, gave the mystical lecture 
with all the beauty and vigor of earlier days. The 
Grand Superintendent deserves much credit for the suc- 
cessful gathering. 

November 13th— Chapter of Instruction, held at Lon- 
don, under the direction of R. E. Companion Wm. Caw, 
M.D. The M. M. M. Degree was conferred by Palestine 
Chapter, No. 54, St. Thomas; the M. .E. M. by Wawanosh, 
No. 15, Sarnia, and the Holy Royal Arch by St. John’s 
and St. George’s, Nos. 3 and 5, London. With R. E. 
Companion Wm. Caw were R. E. Companion AYm. Roaf, 
Grand J. ; M. E. Companion M. Walsh,. R. E. Compan- 
ions George Wenino and Ed. Worth. 

Chapters of Instruction bring the Companions to- 
gether, and cannot but add interest to the Craft. I 
would recommend the Grand Superintendents to try and 
arrange for such in their respective districts. 

November 26th— Reunion in Ottawa, which was a 
great success. The work was performed by Ottawa Com- 
panions, presided over by Y. E. Companion J. L. Cul- 
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bert in the M. M. M. Degree, by E Companion W. H. 
Garioch in the M. E. M.. and by R. E. Companion S. A. 
Luke in the Holy Royal Arch. There were present Grand 
Superintendent W. A. MacKay, R. E Companions W. 

B McArthur, E. B. Buttei worth, and many other dis- 
tinguished Companions, while the surrounding Chapters 
sent representatives. I do not think that the work taken 
as a whole has been performed with greater accuracy or 
emphasized more clearly than at this grand reunion 0 
Royal Arch Masons. 

January 7th— Visited union meeting of Sussex No. 
59, and St Lawrence, No. 100, at Brockville Four 
brethren were exalted, and the work performed in • 
masterly manner. Grand Superintendent V . H Mowat, 
R, E. Companions George Gale and Mmmsh, with Com- 
panions from North Augusta, Smith s Falls, and rom 
Chapters in New York State, were present. 

September lOth-Visited St. John’s, No. 6, Hamil- 
ton A Past First Principals’ night. Seven of the 
officers of the Grand Chapter were present, and many 
other distinguished members, whq came not only to see 
the excellent manner in which the Past Principals would 
confer the Holy Royal Arch but ffiso to do honor to 
M E. Companion William Gibson, Past Grand Z. Im- 
mediately after the officers of Grand Chapter had been 
received and welcomed, the chairs of the Council being 
filled by R. E. Companions J. M. Gibson, Donald McPhie 
and M E. Companion Wm. Gibson, I had the pleasure 
on behalf of Grand Chapter, of introducing that which 
called together so many officers of Grand Chapter viz 
the presentation of a testimonial to our Most Excellent 
Companion, Wm. Gibson, Past Grand Z., who had served 
the Craft so faithfully and won so loyally the esteem and 
love of every Companion. The committee, M E. Eom- 
nanion Hugh Hurray and R. E. Companion George J. 
Bennett, read the address, and presented a handsomely 
chased tureen, tray and ladles of solid silver. 

September 30th- Visited the reunion of Royal Arch 
Masons at Montreal, which was under the direction of 
R E Companion J. L. Phillips, Grand Superintendent. 
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The M. M. M. and M. E. M. degrees were exemplified 
by the officers' of the four Chapters of Montreal. It was 
a great pleasure to observe the impressive and beautiful 
manner in which the work was performed. The officers 
of the Grand Chapter of Quebec were present, with one 
exception, and were received with honors by the district, 
after which the Grand Chapter, presided over by M. E. 
Companion J. Bruce Payne, Grand Z., extended a hearty 
welcome to your honored representative. A choice ban- 
quet, with eloquent addresses from many distinguished 
Companions, closed the evening, which will not soon be 
forgotten by those present. This Grand Chapter will 
readily conjecture how wit and wisdom would lend en- 
chantment to the evening when such distinguished Com- 
panions as M. E. Companions Col. A. A. Stevenson, I. 
H. Stearns, Will H. Whyte, J. B. Tressider, Hon. J. V. 
Ellis, of St. John, NB., and many others were present. 

April 30th— On invitation from the Fraternal 
Union of Anointed High Priests of New York State, I 
attended their banquet at Hotel Marlborough, New York 
City. Two hundred and sixty-three High Priests from 
various States of the Union were present. Your repre- 
sentative was honored by being made a member of the 
Fraternal Union, and found those Excellent Companions 
of our border State filled with the true spirit of Masonry, 
carrying out the tenets and principles inculcated by our 
ancient rites. 

I need only add that in every place the Companions 
did all in their power to make my visit enjoyable, such 
is the fealty entertained toward this Grand Chapler, 
loved and looked up to by all its members. 

NEW CHAPTERS. 

I have pleasure in informing Grand Chapter that 
during the year I issued dispensations for the instituting 
of these new Chapters. 

St. Francis, at Smith’s Falls, Ont. 

King Darius, at Cannington, Ont. 

Succoth, at Uxbridge, Ont. 

King Edward, at Neepawa, Manitoba. 
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and am gratified at the reports which come to me regard- 
ing the work and prospects of those Chapters under dis- 
pensation. 

King Edward, at Neepawa, owing to delay in com- 
pleting their Chapter room, has not been able to proceed 
with the work as they had hoped, and I have no doubt 
but that it will continue under dispensation until next 
Annual Convocation, but I see no reason why warrants 
should not be issued to the other three Chapters. 

RESUSCITATED CHAPTER. 

During the year, owing to the zeal and labors of It. 
E. Companion Wm. Caw, M.D., London district, of which 
Grand Chapter may be justly proud, the Companions 
resident in Strathroy applied for permission to resusci- 
tate Beaver Chapter, No. 74, the warrant of which had 
been withdrawn by Grand Chapter in 1895, as the Com- 
panions had ceased to meet, and were in arrears to 
Grand Chapter from 1883 to date of surrender. Upon 
corresponding with those interested, I learned that only 
five of the former members were living in Strathroy, 
and as the Grand Superintendent, R. E. Companion Wm. 
Caw, M.D., considered it in the interest of the Royal 
Craft to have a Chapter there, I consented, and directed 
the Grand Scribe E. to grant the wish of the petitioners 
by handing them the original warrant, free of the expense 
due by the former Companions. 

BY-LAWS AND AMENDMENTS. 

During the year I have approved of new and revised 
by-laws, as well as amendments of the following Chap- 
ters : 

New or Revised— Midland, 94, Lindsay; Victoria, 
37, Port Hope; Leeds, 132, Gananoque; Covenant 113, 
Cornwall; Orient, 79, Toronto; Alberta, 106, Calgary; 
Granite, 61, Almonte; St. Mark’s, 26, Trenton; Van- 
couver, 98, Vancouver; Amabel, 131, Wiarton; ChanUy, 
130. Southampton. 

Amended By-laws— Lebanon, 84, Wingham; St. 
John’s, 3, London; St. George’s, 5, London; Grand River, 
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70, Bracebridge; Maple, 116, Carleton Place; Antiquity, 
91, Toronto; Revelstoke, 128, Revelstoke; Algonquin, 
102, Sault Ste. Marie; Prince Edward, 31, Pictom 

I would remind the Companions of the necessity of 
sending through the Grand Superintendent all corre- 
spondence concerning bv-laws and requiring action of 
Grand Chapter. This will lessen much of the unneces- 
sary labor of the Grand Scribe E., who often has to 
return such for confirmation of Grand Superintendents. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Dispensations have been granted for the establish- 
ment of Chapters at Smith’s Falls, Cannington and Ux- 
bridge in Ontario, and Neepawa in Manitoba. I was 
present at the opening and installing of the officers of 
the three former. Of the last mentioned I am not sure 
whether they have commenced regular work. The Grand 
Superintendents will no doubt report regarding those 
Chapters U. D. 

Dispensation was issued to St. Lawrence Chapter, 
No. 100, to exalt Brother F. B. Carrin before he was 
three months a Master Mason, on account of his being 
required to proceed to Hong Kong, China, he having 
received the degrees of Mark and M. E. Masters. 

Dispensation to exalt a brother who was only two 
months a Master Mason was refused. The only reason 
assigned in the request was that the residence of the 
brother was some few miles from the Chapter. 

I have also issued dispensations to Chapters for 
various but necessary purposes. 

QUESTION OF JURISDICTION. 

Yery recently a communication was received by me, 
through the Grand Scribe E., from the Scribe E. of a 
Canadian Chapter bordering upon the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Chapter of New York State, requesting per- 
mission to confer the Chapter degrees upon a brother 
who resided in New York State, but spent most of his 
time on the Canadian side. 
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Tlie Chapter in New York, where the brother resides, 
when asked for permission to confer the degrees, replied 
that they had no objections, but considered it best to be 
decided by the Grand Chapters of the respective jurisdic- 
tions. 

In reply to the Canadian Chapter, I stated “that a 
matter of this kind must be treated with great care, 
as it would not be in the interest of the Royal Craft to 
interfere in any respect with a sister jurisdiction, and in 
order to preserve that harmony that has for many years 
characterized New York State and Canada in Royal Arch 
matters, it would be better for the brother to connect 
himself with the Chapter in New York State, where he 
resides, and then be in a position to visit the Canadian 
Chapter, and added that “the circumstances are not 
such as to warrant a series of correspondence between the 
two jurisdictions / I * * * * * * * 9 


CONCLUSION. 

In concluding this sketch of my work for the year, I 
wish to express the sympathy of Grand Chapter with 
the Companions of King Cyrus Chapter, No. 119, Leam- 
ington, who in March suffered the loss by fire of their 
hall and effects ; also wish to state that by the energy of 
the Companions there the Chapter room has been fur- 
nished and reopened. 

I desire to convey to this Grand Chapter my appre- 

ciation of the work performed by the Grand Superin- 

tendents : also of the assistance given me by R. E. Com- 

panion Wm. Roaf, Grand J., upon whom I placed the 

duties pertaining to the office of Grand H., and who so 

cheerfully aided me in every way possible. Our Grand 

Scribe E., George J. Bennett, has received in the past 

the thanks and praise of the First Principals of this 

Grand Chapter for his watchful care and prompt atten- 
tion to every duty connected with his office. If more 
could be said I would willingly say it ; but the perform- 
ance of his official duties has endeared him not only to the 
First Principals, but to every Chapter and every Com- 
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panion who has met with him, either in person or by 
correspondence. 

I take pleasure in attaching hereto and now reading , 
the report sent me by R. E. Companion Wm. Roaf, which 
will be interesting to this Grand Chapter, dealing, as it 
does, with his official visit to the Chapters in British 
Columbia. 

I desire to say that the securities, bonds, debentures, 
etc., of this Grand Chapter, which are in the custody of 
the Bank of Commerce, Hamilton, were examined by 
me on 10th December, and found correct, the coupons 
being detached up to last half year, and amounts thereof 
placed to credit of the Grand Treasurer with the bank. 

In closing the year, which I entered upon with much 
fear, I must express my thanks to the individual mem- 
bers of Grand Chapter, upon whom depends the success 
of our Royal Craft, and while I have been unable to 
visit those Chapters in Manitoba, North-West Territories 
and British Columbia, all of them loyal and true, I trust 
that in the near future it may be my pleasure to meet 
with those Companions in their Chapter rooms, and now 
I join with you in the hope that the year upon which we 
are about to enter may be conducted under the protecting 
care of the Most High, and meet with His Divine 
approval. 



Grand Z. 
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It was moved by M. E. Comp. W. G. Reid, seconded 
by R. E. Comp. W. Roaf, and 

Resolved , — That the address of the M.E. the Grand Z. be re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee to report thereon during the 
present Convocation of Grand Chapter. 

Grand Superintendents' Reports. 

The reports of the Grand Superintendents of Dis- 
tricts were then presented. 

ST. CLAIR DISTRICT, No. 1. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Mem- 
bers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

Most Excellent Sir and Companions-. I beg to 
submit my report as Grand Superintendent of St. Clair 
District, No. 1, for 1903. 

Shortly after election I sent a circular to the several 
Chapters, urging renewed energy and interest in Royal 
Arch Masonry, and requesting co-operation in holding 
two Chapters of Instruction, and a general programme 
in the interests of the Royal Craft. 

The shabby condition of the district regalia prompt- 
ed an appeal to the Chapters of the district, resulting m 
the purchase of a new set at a cost of $36.00, which was 
paid by the six Chapters. The old regalia was subse- 
quently presented to R. E. Comp. Geo. Gott. the oldest 
living Past Grand Superintendent in the district. 

Practically, there is not a Chapter between Chatham 
and London, a distance of about 65 miles, whilst this 
territory includes eight good Craft lodges. Much corre- 
spondence oassed between .myself and the Companions 
at Glencoe, Bothwell and West Lome, relative to insti- 
tuting a Chapter, but no definite result thus far. 

Chapters of Instruction.— As stated, two Chap- 
ters of Instruction were proposed, not only as a means 
of arousing interest in the work, but also because the 
degree of M. E. M. as restored is somewhat new to the 
present generation of R. A. Masons. Also, being held 
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at Chatham and Amherstburg, each Chapter in the dis- 
trict was assigned degree work. 

The first was called April 15th, 1903, at Amherst- 
burg, under the warrant of Prince of Wales Chapter, 
No. 71. The gathering was honored with the presence 
of M. E. Comp. A. Shaw, Grand First Principal. A 
very pleasant and profitable afternoon and evening was 
spent. The work was of the very highest order, and the 
social side of Masonry fully enjoyed. The Chapter was 
opened at 3 p.m. by E. Comp. Christiansen and officers 
of Prince of Wales Chapter, following which E. Comp. 
J. H. Rodd and officers of Ark Chapter, of Windsor, 
advanced a candidate to the Mark. The work was well 
done, and deservedly praised in the discussion which fol- 
lowed. The recention at the door by Comp. E. S. Wigle, 
the excellent floor work of E. Comp. Geo. E. White, S.D., 
and the impressive explanations of the degree by E. 
Comp. J. H. Rodd, Z., well supported by the S. W. and 
J. W., and others, being specially commented on. Full 
justice was done this beautiful degree. 

At 4.45 p.m. E. Comp. Christiansen and staff of 
Prince of Wales Chapter, Amherstburg, conferred the 
Most Excellent degree as “ restored.’ ’ Much interest 
was centered in this degree, being the first exemplifica- 
tion in many years in its present form. From the very 
limited time which the officers had to prepare, I antici- 
pated but ordinary work. But not only was the work 
perfect in detail, but most impressively rendered; the 
musical portion, taken up so heartily by the Companions, 
certainly was inspiring. As in the Mark, the Most Ex- 
cellent the Grand Z. commented upon the work, and gave 
some very useful information. 

The Chapter is to be congratulated for preparing 
the equipment and so beautifully presenting the work on 
such short notice. 

Resumed at 8 p.m. After being received with Grand 
honors, I formally welcomed M. E. Comp. Shaw, on be- 
half of St. Clair district. Our esteemed Grand Z. was 
introduced by two honored veterans, R. E. Companions 
T. C. MacNabb and Geo. Gott, the oldest P. G. Superin- 
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tendents in the district. An address of welcome was also 
read by E. Comp. Wilkinson, in behalf of the Amherst- 
burg Companions. The greeting was eloquently acknowl- 
edged. The R. A. degree was then exemplified by E. 
Comp. Geo. Massey and staff of Wellington Chapter, 
Chatham. The work throughout was exceedingly well 
done. The explanations and delivery of Comp. Park, 
P.S., received almost breathless attention. A pleasant 
and profitable discussion followed, and many questions 
put and answered. The proceedings concluded with a 
very able and interesting address by M. E. Comp. Shaw, 
followed by several other Companions. Subsequently 
all enjoyed the sumptuous banquet provided by the Am- 
herstburg Companions, which was one of the best I have 
had the pleasure of attending. 

My thanks are due to E. Comp. Massey and staff of 
Wellington Chapter for assuming the work on ten days* 
notice, the Leamington Companions finding it necessary 
to decline; to E. Comp. Rodd and Companions, of Wind- 
sor, for assistance in the work, and to the Amherstburg 
Companions, by whom nothing was left undone to make 
the Chapter of Instruction a success. 

Chatham. — The proposed Chapter of Instruction 
at Chatham did not materialize. Arrangements had 
been made to hold a joint Chapter of Instruction between 
No. 1 and 2 districts at Chatham and at London. The 
programme included some work for each Chapter in the 
two districts, and an exchange of work between London 
and Chatham officers. I spared neither time nor money 
to make this the “ meeting of the year.” However, 
through a misunderstanding, Chatham, at the last mo- 
ment, found it necessary to withdraw, thus annulling the 
meeting there. 

I fully appreciate the value of these district gather- 
ings, especially when honored with the presence of the 
Grand Z. The Amherstburg gathering was held early 
in the year, and, although situated at the extreme end 
of the district and the smallest numerically, it is worth 
noting that the Chapter passed more petitions during 
the year than any other Chapter in the district. 

On March 9th I visited Ark Chapter, No. 80, 
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Windsor. The work, the first for the new officers, 
consisted of advancing two candidates. As might be 
expected, it was well done. E. Comp. J. H. Rodd, First 
Principal Z., is well supported by his officers: The Scribe 
E., A. E. Edgar, is a good secretary; his notices always 
contain something intended to increase the attendance. 
At the banquet which followed, each officer and Com- 
panion expressed a determination to leave nothing un- 
done to make 1903 one of the best years for Ark Chap- 
ter. I hope to have the pleasure of again visiting Ark 
Chapter before Jan. 27th. 

King Cyrus Chapter, No. 119, Leamington, was 
visited March 17th. Following the meeting and banquet 
the Chapter ffid the misfortune to lose all furnishings 
and paraphernalia by fire, which gutted the handsome 
block in which the Lodge and Chapter rooms were situ- 
ated. A fair amount of insurance was carried, however. 
With characteristic zeal the Leamington craftsmen have 
refurnished their rooms, which certainly are a credit to 
themselves and the district, furniture, carpets and para- 
phernalia being the best procurable. 

On this date the officers of Wellington Chapter, 
Chatham, paid King Cyrus Chapter a fraternal visit and 
worked the R. A. degree. Needless to say, the work was 
well done and the proceedings much enjoyed. E. Comp. 
Massey was accompanied Joy about fifteen officers and 
Companions, including E. E. Companions W. IT. Benson 
and T. C. MacNabb. The latter delivered one of the 
lectures, to the profit and pleasure of those present. Sub- 
sequently all enjoyed the elegant banquet. In their new 
quarters King Cyrus will give a good account of itself, 
seven petitions appearing on the summons for the Jan- 
uary convocation. 

MacNabb Chapter, No. 88, Dresden.— This Chap- 
ter is in good shape, and particularly well officered, E. 
Comp. Dr. J. I. Wiley being the Z. I have attended all 
regular meetings. At the April meeting the Chapter was 
crowded, and the work of the E. A. beautifully done. On 
.May 4th I visited officially, and witnessed the work 
of the Mark degree, which was well done. To this Chap- 
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ter I assigned tlie work of the M. E. M. degree for the 
Chapter of Instruction, which was cheerfully accepted. 
A pleasant time was spent around the festive board. 
June 4tli, on invitation, I worked the M. E. M. degree 
as restored. Also at the August meeting. The books 
are well kept, finances in good shape, and the prospects 
everything that could be desired. Dr. AViley and most 
of the 1903 officers have been re-elected, and are bent 
on making 1904 the best in the history of MacNabb 
Chapter. R. E. Comp. Sharpe and V. E. Comp. Switzer 
continue to take the same deep interest in the welfare of 
No. 88. 

AVellington Chapter, No. 47, Chatham.— This 
Chapter is in first-class condition. No better set of 
officers have I found anywhere. I also visited this Chap- 
ter several times. On April 9th was greeted by a goodly 
number of Companions. The report of the audit com- 
mittee, which was read, showed the Chapter, as stated, 
to be in a very satisfactory condition. E. Comp. Massey 
and staff conferred the Mark degree, the work from be- 
ginning to end beine- beyond criticism. Indeed, I never 
saw this degree worked better. I attended the regular 
meeting in May, when two candidates were “received 
and acknowledged/ ’ 

June 11th, on invitation I conferred the M. E. M. 
as restored, having for a candidate a reverend brother 
of exceptional merit. This Chapter opens, as all Chap- 
ters should do, on time. The officers are well supported 
by the Companions, and many past Principals, also R. 
E. Comp. AV. H. Benson and R. E. Comp. T. C. Mac- 
Nabb. The latter *well known and distinguished Com- 
panion, through an injury, suffered the loss of his left 
eye. His recent reappearance amongst the Companions 
was hailed with delight. 

The annual banquet on Dec. 23rd, which I had the 
privilege of attending, was a very brilliant affair. AVel- 
lington Chapter is in good hands, and will continue to 
do a good work for Capitular Masonry. 

Erie Chapter, No. 73, Ridgetown.— On April 12th 
I visited this Chapter, which had been unable to meet 
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since installation in January, owing to a smallpox out- 
break. This being the first meeting, I decided to make 
one of the number. The weather was very stormy, and 
the attendance was very small. I addressed the Com- 
panions encouragingly, and promised to visit one month 
later. On May 18th I visited officially, and was heartily 
welcomed. All the officers were present. About fifteen 
Companions were present from Highgate, five miles dis- 
tant, and only two Companions from Ridgetown proper. 
The First Principal, Ed. Long, and officers, conferred 
the Mark degree in a very creditable manner. A few 
suggestions made in criticism were very fraternally 
received. I invited the officers to work this degree at the 
proposed Chapter of Instruction. A banquet followed. 

After the proposed Chapter of Instruction at Chat- 
ham was called off, I made an effort to effect a district 
gathering at Ridgetown, but whilst the Companions 
heartily favored it, the matter of exnense blocked the 
scheme. There is no doubt that a district gathering at 
Ridgetown would very materially benefit Erie Chapter. 
A perusal of the register clearly indicates that, were it 
not for the enthusiastic support of out-of-town Compan- 
ions, Erie Chapter would find it difficult to retain its 
warrant. R. E. Companions Middleditch and Williston, 
Scribe E., A. Long, and one or two others are the faith- 
ful few living in the town. At the same time, I am 
pleased to report a splendid set of officers. Ex. Z. Ed. 
Long and P. S. Ellwood drive fifteen and eighteen miles 
respectively, and are regular in attendance. The prin- 
cipal support seems to be derived from the Highgate 
Companions, and with this support and that of the others 
mentioned, the Chapter will continue to do good work, 
but Craftsmen living in the thriving town of Ridgetown 
should more fully appreciate Capitular Masonry, ^nd 
lend better support to Erie Chapter, one of the oldest m 
the district. 

Prince of Wales Chapter, Mo. 71, Amherstburg. 
—This Chapter had a very successful year, adding six- 
teen new members. On the occasion of my official visit 
no less than nine were on hand for exaltation. Three were 
exalted in the afternoon, and six others in the evening. 
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The work of the First Principal, E. Companion Chris- 
tiansen, and officers was all that could be desired; that 
of the P. S. was very pleasing also. The mystical lec- 
ture bv E. Comp. Wilkinson was most impressive. This 
Companion is a very enthusiastic Mason, and takes great 
interest in Prince of Wales Chapter. A few suggestions 
were fraternally received. One to secure proper 
‘Lights” was acted upon. On my second visit I found 
them correct and in proper position. One of two articles 
in the paraphernalia, copied from another jurisdiction, 
were intended for ‘’physical impression” rather than 
sublime teaching. I trust they have since been dispensed 
with. The books are well kept, Scribe E., H. Hackett, 
being the right man in the right place. The ledger 
shows a good cash balance on the right side. Prince of 
Wales Chapter has a bright future. To the zeal and sup- 
port of the Companions is due the successful Chapter of 
Instruction held under their warrant, for which my 
thanks are again tendered. 


In October I had the pleasure of visiting st. 
George’s Chapter, London, No. 2 district, and was very 
kindly received. Again, in December, I attended a most 
successful Chapter of Instruction held in the London 
temple under the warrants of St. George’s and St, John’s 
Chapters. I congratulate my esteemed colleague, R. E. 
Comp. Dr. Caw, on the success attending this important 
function. 

While my report dwells largely with the quality of 
work, finances, etc., let me add that throughout the dis- 
trict those all-important lessons of exalted morality have 
not been neglected, harmony prevails, and a healthy, 
progressive spirit is found among the officers of the 
several Chapters. 

Fraternally submitted, 


Ed. Worth, 

Grand Superintendent, Si. Clair District, No. 1. 
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LONDON DISTRICT, No. 2. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z ., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

As Grand Superintendent of London District, No. 2, 
I take much pleasure in presenting my official report on 
the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in this district for 
the past year. It gives me great pleasure to announce 
that harmony prevails throughout the jurisdiction, that 
all Chapters are in a flourishing condition, and that the 
incoming year promises to be the most prosperous in the 
history of this district. It is with regret I have to state 
that owing to professional duties I was unable to visit 
one of the London Chapters, but, from inquiries made, 
the growth of membership during the year, and the 
efficient work shown by some of its officers at the Chapter 
of Instruction, I can report favorably respecting it. 

Palestine Chapter, No. 54, St. Thomas.— Accom- 
panied by E. Comp. AY. Dawson, of Parkhill, I visited 
this Chapter on April 9th officially. Unfortunately this 
date conflicted with an arranged meeting in Hamilton of 
the Knights of Pythias, of which many of the Compan- 
ions are also members. E. Comp. G. T. Kennedy and 
his officers conferred the R. A. degree on three candi- 
dates in a very efficient manner, one of the candidates 
being the AY. M. of one of the blue lodges, and Comp. 
Kennedy is the AY. M. of the other lodge an evidence 
of the harmony existing between the lodges of that city. 
E. Comp. S. E. keeps his books in fine order. After the 
convocation a couple of hours were spent very pleasantly 
in speeches and songs. The prospects are very promis- 
ing. 

Aylmer Chapter, No. 81, Aylmer.— Good Friday, 
April 10th, saw us in this town. R. E. Comp. Ruther- 
ford and E. Comps. Aloore and McCallum met us at the 
station and conducted us to our hotel, where a carriage 
was obtained, and, accompanied by R. E. Comps. Ruth- 
erford and Clarke and Comps. Aloore and AIcCallum, we 
spent a couple of hours viewing the many industries and 
beautiful public buildings and residences. Our visit to 
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Aylmer was particularly pleasant to me owing to the 
meeting with our old friend R. E. Comp. Rutherford, 
whom I had the pleasure of exalting in 1871 in Minne- 
wawa Chapter. E. Comp. Burdick and his officers 
exemplified the Royal Arch degree excellently, leaving 
but little room for criticism. The prospects are excel- 
lent. The “fourth” degree was unfortunately cut short 
by the announcement that our train for St. Thomas 
would soon be on hand. 

Wawanosh Chapter, No. 15, Sarnia.— On Sept. 
11th I visited this Chapter, accompanied by Comps. 
McLeod, Berry, Humphries, Dawson and Jones, of Min- 
newawa Chapter. On this occasion R. E. Comp. Geo. 
Wenino, Grand Registrar and First Principal, conferred 
the M. M. M. and M. E. M. degrees on three candidates, 
all in the most approved manner. The new work of the 
M. E. M. being so well and enthusiastically performed, I 
invited the officers of this Chapter to exemplify the 
M. E. M. degree at the Chapter of Instruction to be held 
in London. A number of years having intervened since 
I saw the M. E. M. in this form, it was a pleasing feature 
of the evening’s work, and recalled a pleasant recollec- 
tion of its interest years ago. The many remarks made 
respecting it backs up my conclusion, that its re-adop- 
tion was a move in the right direction to create interest 
in that degree. A very pleasant hour was spent at the 
banquet table. This is one of the most progressive Chap- 
ters of the district. 

St. George’s Chapter, No. 5, London.— I paid my 
official visit to this Chapter on Oct. 30th. Comps. Hum- 
phries and Dawson, of Parkhill, kindly accompanied me. 
Several brethren being in readiness, Ex. Comp. Keays 
and his regular officers conferred the degrees of M. M. M. 
and M. E. M. in an almost faultless manner. My visit 
to this Chapter was exceptionally pleasing, as I was ex- 
alted in it 34 years before. I also take this opportunity 
to thank the Chapter and Ex. Comp. C. C. Reed Scribe 
E. for the presentation to me of a “real” St. George s 
n ennv engraved on the reverse side with “St, George’s 
R A ’Chapter, No. 5, London, Out., 1870,” with my 
mark within the circle, the engraving having been done 
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by Comp. Reed’s son, who is also a Companion of this 
Chapter. We also had a short but pleasant visit from 
R. E. Comp. Worth, Grand Superintendent of St. Clair 
district, to complete arrangements for a joint Chapter 
of Instruction, which failed to be carried out, much to 
the regret of R. E. Comp. Worth and myself. St. 
George’s is in good, capable hands. “May its shadow 
never grow less.” 

Bruce Chapter, No. 53, Petrolea.— This Chapter 
was visited officially by me on Nov. 18th. On this occa- 
sion the following Companions of Minnewawa accom- 
panied me, viz.: Comps. Currie, Sutherland, McLeod, 
Humphries, Brand and Greenlees. We drove over from 
Forest, a distance of 22 miles. Our reception was most 
cordial. At the evening session E. Comp. Stinson, First 
Principal, exemplified the M. E. M. in a manner t hat 
showed he had given much attention to its preparation. 
R. E. Comp. John Sinclair takes an active interest in 
Capitular Masonry, and there are striking evidences that 
the Chapter is profiting bv his long schooling in the art. 

Beaver Chapter, No. 74, Strathroy.— Shortly 
after my appointment as Grand Superintendent I resolv- 
ed, if possible, to resuscitate Beaver Chapter in the town 
of Strathroy. On investigation it was found that there 
were only four old Companions of Beaver living in 
Strathroy or within “hailing” distance, also that a large 
indebtedness was owing Grand Chapter for dues during 
the eleven years the Chapter was in a dormant state. 
Knowing that these conditions would prevent the resusci- 
tation, I concluded to appeal to the members of the 
Executive of Grand Chapter, showing the conditions, 
with a confidence that they would agree with me that an 
active Chapter will be more advantageous than a dead 
one, especially in so productive a field as that in which 
old Beaver finds itself to-day. Happily those to whom 
I appealed agreed with my views, and seconded them so 
strongly that the M. E. Comp. A. Shaw, Grand First 
Principal, agreed to cancel the indebtedness, subject to 
the sanction of Grand Chapter, and I now appeal to 
Grand Chapter with a confidence that the efforts made 
and process taken to place Beaver Chapter in good stand- 
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ing will receive its approval. On October 9th a number 
of Companions of Minnewawa. drove over with me to 
attend a regular meeting of Beaver Lodge, A. F. & A. M., 
called to lay before the brethren the proposition of 
resuscitation. After a lengthy discussion and the dis- 
covery that only four Royal Arch Masons lived m town, 
it was arranged that sufficient brethren should apply for 
membership in Minnewawa Chapter, and after exalta- 
tion they could then apply for the restoration of the 
warrant. On Nov. 4th, the most inclement night iast 
fall, six brethren drove to Parkhill and were exalted to 
the supreme degree of the Holy Royal Arch. On Dec. 
8th six Companions of Parkhill assisted me to restore 
the warrant under the approval of the Grand Council, 
and to instal the selected officers, which was done with 
the usual formalities As a presage of success, four ap- 
plications were received that night, and at the subse- 
quent regular meeting three of the former applicants 
received the M. M. M. and M. E. M. degrees, and three 
new applications have been received. It gave me pleas- 
ure on the night of installation to greet R. E. Comp. 
Noble, a Past Grand Superintendent of this district, and 
formerly S. E. of Beaver. Success attend thee, Beaver ! 

Minnewawa Chapter, No. 78, Parkhill.— This is 
the Chapter of which I am a member. I have attended 
all of its meetings during the year. I paid my official 
visit on Dec. 4th. All the officers are up in their work. 
Much credit is due to those from a distance for the inter- 
est that they take in the welfare of this Chapter, espe- 
cially the First Principal, E. Comp. Geo. Sutherland, 
who attends regularly, although he has to drive twelve 
miles. The prospects are bright. 

St. John’s Chapter, No. 8 . London.— Owing to 
professional duties it has proved next to impossible for 
me to visit this Chapter officially. I fixed a date in 
December, but with regret was forced to cancel it. As 
E. Comp. D. Fraser, First Principal, was acting Z., and 
conferred the Royal Arch degree on several brethren at 
the Chapter of instruction, with several of his officers 
in minor positions, I adjudged from the excellent char- 
acter of their work that the reputation for good work 
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is in tlie right hands, and cannot well be improved upon. 
My St. John’s Companions will accept my apology for 
not visiting them. 

A Chapter of Instruction was held in London on 
Nov. 13th, under the auspices of St. John’s and St. 
George’s Chapters. The M. M. M. degree was conferred 
on several candidates by E. Comp G. T. Kennedy and 
officers of St. Thomas. The M. E. M. degree, by R. E. 
Comp. Geo. Wenino, Grand Registrar, of Sarnia; the 
Royal Arch degree by Principals and officers of St. 
John’s and St. George’s, London, E. Comp. D. Fraser 
as First Principal of St. John’s, and E. Comp. Keays, of 
St. George’s, as Second Principal. The work in all 
degrees was excellently done, and the meeting must 
have a good effect throughout the district, as each 
Chapter was represented. It was a pleasure to have 
with us on that occasion a large number of Grand Chap- 
ter officers, viz. : M. E. Comps. A. Shaw and M. Walsh, 
R. E. Comp. Wm. Roaf, R. E. Comp. Ed. Worth, of St. 
Clair district, and the following of London district: R. 
E. Comps. H. Roe, J. S. Dewar, A. E. Cooper, A. G. 
McWhinney and J. W. Butler, besides a large concourse 
of E. Companions and Companions of that and adjoin- 
ing districts. Much valuable instruction and informa- 
tion was given in the Chapter after work was completed 
and at the banquet held in the hall adjoining. On behalf 
of the district, I tender the hearty appreciation of the 
Companions of the district to the officers and Compan- 
ions of the London Chapters for their hospitality on 
that occasion. 

b I regret that owing to the delay of some of the 
Scribes E. of the Chapters in sending in their reports, I 
have delayed this report beyond reasonable time in order 
to make it complete, if possible. 

In conclusion, as my period of office is drawing to a 
close, I desire to express my thanks to the members of 
Grand Council, especially to R. E. Comp. Geo. J. Ben- 
nett, Grand Scribe E., for his unvarying kindness. To 
Scribe, E., C. C. Reed and the officers of St. John’s and 
St. George’s Chapters, London, for their readiness and 
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lively interest in the success of the Chapter of Instruc- 
tion, and to all the other Companions of the district for 
their universal fraternal good-will. "May the blessing 
of the Great Jehovah be ever with us.” 

Fraternally submitted, 

Wm. Caw, 

Grand Superintendent , London District , No. 2. 
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WILSON DISTRICT, No. 3. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals , and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

As Grand Superintendent, I beg to submit this my 
brief report on the condition of Capitular Masonry in 
Wilson District, No. 3, which is composed of the follow- 
ing Chapters: Oxford, No. 18, Woodstock; Mount 
Horeb, No. 20, Brantford; Ezra, No. 23, Simcoe; Harris, 
No. 41, Ingersoll; and Brant, No. 115, Faris. 

Almost immediately after my election to office I 
tendered the office of district secretary to Comp. Thomp- 
son. who accepted, and during the year I had the great- 
est assistance through his untiring efforts to aid me, in 
every possible manner. It affords me great pleasure to 
report that, harmony and peace have prevailed; all the 
Chapters in the district are in a flourishing condition. 
The work seen by me on my visits was exceedingly good, 
and the Companions evinced a feeling that would im- 
press one that Capitular Masonry in this district has be- 
fore it a bright and prosperous future. 

Brant Chapter, No. 115, Paris.— On the 2nd of 
November I paid my official visit to this Chapter. I was 
met at the train by R. E. Comp. S. Y. Taylor, Past G. S., 
and E. Comp. Jas. Smiley, and I must thank the officers 
and Companions of this Chapter for their great kindness 
to me on my first official visit to any Chapter. E. Comp. 
Smiley and his officers exemplified the Mark degree in 
an admirable manner. The Chapter is fortunate in the 
possession of such an enthusiastic and capable worker as 
R. E. Comp. S. Y. Taylor. I found the books of the 
Chapter kept in a correct and perfect manner. The most 
interesting part of the evening was the visit of a con- 
tingent of eighteen Companions from Mount Horeb 
Chapter, No. 20, Brantford. These Chapters make many 
fraternal visits, which I am sure is the life of any Chap- 
ter. After the closing of the Chapter a banquet was 
held. A most successful and pleasant evening was 
brought to a close by singing “Auld Lang Syne.” 
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Mount Horeb Chapter, No. 20, Brantford.— I 
made my official visit to this Chapter on the 6th Novem- 
ber. I was met at the train by R. E. Comp. H. Spence. 
A very large number of Companions were present, as 
well as many visiting Companions from other Chapters. 
The Royal Arch degree was conferred by E. Comp. Mc- 
Cormack and his staff of officers on four candidates in 
a highly creditably manner. Much of the success of this 
Chapter is due to the counsel and assistance rendered by 

R. E. Comp. J. H. Spence. The books of Comp. Kerr, 

S. E., are models of neatness, and his minutes are admir- 
ably written up in clear style. It is an assured fact that 
there is a bright and prosperous future in store for this 
Chapter. At the close we adjourned to a splendid ban- 
quet in the supper hall, and a most enjoyable hour was: 
spent in speech and song. Happy to meet, sorry to part, 
happy to meet again. 

Oxford Chapter, No. 18, Woodstock.— My visit to 
this Chapter on the 16th November was a very pleasant 
experience. Owing to it being a very wet, disagreeable 
night, there was a small attendance; no candidate was 
available, but the Principals and officers demonstrated 
their ability to do impressive work by exemplifying the 
Mark degree. The work was done with accuracy and in 
a manner that was very effective and satisfactory. V. 
E. Comp. Karn was present. He takes a very active 
interest in the Chapter, and is always ready with his 
assistance and advice whenever it is required. E. Com- 
panion H. A. Biggins, S.E., keeps the books of the Chap- 
ter in an up-to-date style. The Companions seem to have 
the welfare of their Chapter at heart. 

Ezra Chapter, No. 23, Simcoe.— I visited this my 
mother Chapter on the evening of November 27th, ac- 
companied by R. E. Comp. J. G. Bottomley, Grand 
Superintendent of Niagara district. There was a very 
large number of Companions present, also visiting Com- 
panions from Hamilton, Niagara and St. Catharines. 
The Royal Arch degree was conferred on five candidates 
in a highly commendable manner, every officer doing his 
work exceedingly well. This has been the record year 
for this Chapter. I believe I am safe in saying that 
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there has been a greater number of applications accepted 
this year than in any year in the history of the Chapter, 
as the enclosed tabulated statement will show. This is 
without question the banner Chapter of the district. At 
the close of the Chapter the Companions adjourned to 
a banquet held in the nice little supper hall, where we 
were well entertained for the balance of the evening. 

Harris Chapter, No. 41, Ingersoll.— It is a matter 
of deep regret to me that I was unable to visit this Chap- 
ter. Upon the evening at first appointed I learned from 
the Chapter by telegram that owing to several of the 
Companions having made arrangements to visit a Chap- 
ter of Instruction in London on that date, it would be 
advisable to postpone my visit until the regular meeting 
in December, to which postponement I agreed. The next 
engagement, owing to circumstances over which I had no 
control, prevented me from visiting the Chapter on the 
date arranged. From all that I have heard and know 
of the Companions, and while under the guiding hand 
of the M. E. Comp. Walsh, P.G.Z., the future prosperity 
of this Chapter must be bright. I still hope to have the 
pleasure of visiting this Chapter before my term of office 
expires. 

My work has been completed, with the exception of 
visiting Harris Chapter, No. 41, Ingersoll, and I wish to 
express my sincere thanks to those who elected me to 
this honorable position and so ably assisted me in the dis- 
charge of my a arious duties. For the officers and Com- 
panions of the Chapters where I have visited I have only 
words of praise to offer. I have found them ever ready 
and willing to assist in every way that would be of ser- 
vice to their Chapters, Much of the success and the 
pleasure of my visits are due to their loyal support and 
encouragement. And finally, my Companions, I appre- 
ciate the honor you have conferred, and I shall endeavor 
to continue to labor for the welfare and prosperity of the 
Companions who have given me light and honor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert S. McGill, 

Grand Superintendent , Wilson District, No. 3. 
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WELLINGTON DISTRICT, No. 4. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z ., Principals , and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada : 

I beg leave to report on the condition of Capitular 
Masonry in Wellington District, No. 4, which consists 
of the following Chapters: AVaterloo, No. 3, Galt; 
Guelph, No. 40, Guelph; Enterprise, No. 27, Harriston; 
Ionic, No. 83, Orangeville, and Berlin, No. 117, Berlin. 

I have visited all the Chapters in the district, and 1 
am pleased to state that there is not a murmur of com- 
plaint, that all is peace and harmony. 

Ionic Chapter, No. 83.— I visited this Chapter on 
June the 16th, 1903, accompanied by E. Companion 
Fisher, First Principal of Enterprise Chapter, No. 67, 
and R. E. Companion Hepburn, of Guelph Chapter, No. 
40. AA T e received a hearty welcome from the Compan- 
ions. They expected work in the M. M. M. degree, but 
the candidate did not put in an appearance; therefore, 
there was no work to do, but I can with confidence report 
that they can do the work well, and by what I saw I can 
speak favorably of the officers of this Chapter. 

Guelph Chapter, No. 40.— I visited this Chapter 
on July the 10th, 1903, accompanied by E. Companion 
Ballins and Companion Patterson, of Harriston. I feel 
at home in Guelph Chapter, for I have known some of 
the Companions ever since I was first a member. We 
were well received, but there was no work that evening, 
only the election and installation of officers, for which 
they held a dispensation recommended by myself. After 
election they were installed by R. E. Companion Ma- 
honey, in his usual efficient manner. They had on that 
occasion three applications for membership. This Chap- 
ter is one of the best in the district, but it will have to 
look out. It is not increasing as it ought to, only about 
holding its own. A good staff of officers has been in- 
stalled, and we may confidently expect they will have 
more work to do in the year 1904. 
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Berlin Chapter, No. 117, Berlin. — I communicat- 
ed with Companion Saunders, Scribe E., to let me know 
when it would be most convenient for me to make my 
official visit. I received a reply from Companion Cor- 
nell, Scribe E. pro tem ., instructed by the First Princi- 
pal, that owing to the absence of some of the officers and 
members, they might not be able to have a meeting in 
September, but they would be pleased to see me in Octo- 
ber. They had an emergency meeting on the Gth of 
October, 1903, at which I was present, accompanied by 
R. E. Companion Mahoney, of Guelph. They had just 
a quorum, some of the officers being absent. I cannot 
understand what is the matter with this Chapter. The 
Companions have a splendid suite of rooms, and the 
Companions present, as far as I could see, could do the 
work well. They had one application for membership, 
and their prospects are good. I do not see why this 
should not be one of the best Chapters in the district. I 
hope they will have more work and better attendance in 
the future. 

Enterprise Chapter, No. 67, Harriston.— This is 
the Chapter to which I belong, and I have attended every 
meeting during the year, but paid my official visit on 
November 2nd, 1903. I was honored by the Chapter giv- 
ing me the privilege of inviting M. E. Companion A. 
Shaw, Grand Z., to pay us a visit that evening, which he 
accepted, and Enterprise Chapter was highly honored 
by his presence. On that occasion the Royal Arch de- 
gree was conferred on five candidates, R. E. Companion 
Mahoney being in the chair, by request of Companion 
Dowling, whose son was one of the candidates. We all 
know that Companion Mahoney can do the work well, 
and he was ably assisted by the M. E. Companion Grand 
Z. and the officers of the Chapter, who filled their posi- 
tions with credit. They also had an election of officers, 
and I am pleased to say there never was a better class 
selected in this Chapter. We had a good meeting, and 
one that will be remembered by the Companions/ We 
got some good advice from the distinguished visitor. 

Waterloo Chapter, No. 32, Galt.— I visited this 
Chapter on the 9th of November, 1903, accompanied by 
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Companion Copland. On arriving at the station we were 
met by R. E. Companion Cowan and Companion Blake, 
Scribe E., who gave us a hearty welcome to Galt, and 
guided us to the Chapter room, where there was a full 
house of bright Companions. The work of the evening 
was the election of officers and the conferring of the 
Royal Arch degree on; two candidates. The First Prin- 
cipal being from home, the chair was taken by R. E. 
Companion Taylor. I found all the officers well up in 
their work, indeed I may say I never saw the work better 
done. This is a live Chapter, made up of the right ma- 
terial, such as R. E. Companions Taylor, Porteous, Cow- 
an, etc. 

I wish to thank the Companions of all the Chapters 
in the district for the kindness shown me when visiting 
them, and I wish to thank the Companions of my own 
Chapter who accompanied me on these visits. 

In conclusion, I have to say that I am satisfied in 
retiring from office that Wellington district is m a 
healthy state. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

John Prain, 

Grand Superintendent, Wellington District, No. 4. 
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HAMILTON DISTRICT No. 5. 


To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals , and 
Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada : 


I have the honor to present my report on the condi- 
tion of Royal Craft Masonry in the Hamilton District, 
No. 5, for the year 1903. The district is composed of 
four Chapters, namely: Hiram, No. 2, Hamilton; St. 
John’s, No. 6, Hamilton; St. Clair, No. 75, Milton, and 
White Oak, No. 104, Oakville. 

After my election to the position of Superintendent 
I tendered the office of district secretary to R. E. Com- 
panion W. J. McAllister, who accepted it, but owing to 
a chain of adverse circumstances he was prevented from 
fulfilling the duties pertaining to that office. 

When I entered upon my duties as Superintendent 
I had the most pleasant experience of meeting with the 
utmost kindness and assurance of the support and 
hearty co-operation of the past Superintendents, officers 
and members of the different Chapters, which it is need- 
less to say I appreciated very much. 

I visited all the Chapters, and found them in a 
prosperous condition, as is evidenced by a reference to 
the statistical report. 


Harmony prevailed throughout the district, and a 
laudable rivalry and ambition seemed to inspire the 
officers and members to put forth more effort towards 
perfecting the working of the degrees, and from their 
example as Royal Arch Masons to induce others to join 
the Royal Craft. The result has been most satisfactory, 
not only as to the conferring of the degrees, but also to 
the large increase in membership. 


It was my pleasant duty during the summer to pre- 
sent formally the Chapters Hiram, No. 2, and St. John, 
No. 6, Hamilton, with a beautiful set of regalia for each 
to be worn by the officers in the work of conferring of 
degrees and on other occasions when duty required it. 
Also, through the kindness of R. E. Comp. Geo. Moore, 
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to present St. John’s, No. 6, Hamilton, with a box of 
British pennies, to be used in conferring the Mark de- 
gree. I\. E. Comp. Moore likewise presented Hiram, No. 
2, with a similar box. The officers of those Chapters ap- 
preciate these kind attentions shown by the It. E. Com- 
panion. 

According to the resolution of the Grand Chapter 
at its last convocation, the M. E. Master degree was 
restored in its entirety. In discussing the resolution 
some expressed a fear that the added work might prove 
to be too much for those who had devoted their time to 
acquire it in its abbreviated form, but from the manner 
in which the (ffieers in the Hamilton district took hold 
and exemplified this degree, as it was my pleasure to 
witness, I may say that their fears were groundless, as., 
far as it applied to this district. 

St. Clair, No. 75, Milton. — I visited this Chapter 
m the autumn, but owing to inclement weather and bad 
roads there was not a sufficient number present to open 
the Chapter, and proceed with the work. On that occa- 
sion, however, I met the principal officers, who assured 
me that the Chapter was doing well, and was fulfilling 
the promise given by R. E. Companion Moore in his 
report for the year 1902. 

IIiram Chapter, No. 2, Hamilton. — Although I 
had been a frequent visitor ever since my election as 
Grand Superintendent, I paid my official visit to this 
Chapter on November 27tli. Your representative was 
very cordially received and welcomed by the officers and 
members. There were present a number of visiting 
Companions from Milton, Oakville, Grimsby and St! 
John s, Hamilton. Ihis Chapter has had an unusuallv 
successful year. They have held twelve regular and 
four emergent meetings, and have received thirty-three 
new members, being a record year, and seven more than 
last year, having conferred ninety-six degrees. The zeal 
manifested m the cause of Royal Arch Mnsonry by the 
officers and members of Hiram Chapter is worthy of 
emulation. E. Comp. Pierce has been indefatigable in 
Ins labors to advance the cause of Royal Craft Masonry 
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and has been ably assisted by his officers. This interest 
has resulted in the perfecting the work of the different 
degrees, so as to enable the officers to present them in 
such a manner as to leave little to be desired in their 
rendition. Having had frequent opportunities prior to 
this meeting of witnessing the excellence of the work, it 
had been decided not to exemplify any of the degrees, 
but devote the time to the receiving and welcoming of 
visitors in their usual hospitable manner, and the elec- 
tion of officers for the ensuing year, which I had the 
honor to conduct, and from the selection made I feel 
assured that another successful year will follow. E. E. 
Comp. Moore has done much to assist the officers of 
Hiram Chapter in attaining that efficiency which makes 
for perfection. I appointed V. E. Comp. J. T. Wilson 
to act as district secretary pro tem., who examined the 
secretary’s books, and he reported that the books of 
Scribe E. were well and efficiently kept, and that the 
Chapter was highly prosperous. E. E. Comp. F. Walter 
makes an excellent secretary, and the Chapter is to be con- 
gratulated upon being able to retain his services in that 
capacity. After the Hiram Chapter was closed the Com- 
panions were invited to partake of some refreshment in 
the banqueting hall, after which the Ex. Z. informed the 
Companions that they had gone to a good deal of trouble 
in getting together a number of musicians, and that the 
programme would be composed largely of songs and in- 
strumental music, and he expressed the desire that the 
speakers would be brief, consequently the speeches were 
short, crisp and to the point. The Companions were de- 
lighted with the musical portion of the programme, as 
well as with the speeches. 

St. John’s Chapter, No. 6, Hamilton.— This being 
my mother Chapter, I have been in constant touch with 
the officers and members during the year, and have wit- 
nessed the progress made with more than ordinary inter- 
est. Towards the close of the year 1902 the past Prin- 
cipals met to confer with each other to devise a way out 
of the difficulty which had overtaken the Chapter 
through electing an Ex. Companion to be First Principal 
who was opposed to assuming the responsibilities per- 
taining to that office, but who, after promises of support 
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and assistance from past Principals, afterward consented 
to take the position. The result has already been made 
known by my predecessor. The result of this conference 
was the selection of It. E. Comp. D. McPhie to be First 
Principal for the year 1903, who after some deliberation 
consented to allow his name to be placed in nomination, 
and he \vas unanimously elected. Although it was about 
twenty-six years since he occupied the chair of Z., and 
the ritual having been revised in the meantime, it served 
to make the position more difficult for him, because of 
having to unlearn, as it were, much of what was neces- 
sary at that time. He, however, nothing daunted, ap- 
plied himself to the task, and accomplished it, much to 
his credit. He applied his experience of past years, and 
succeeded in placing the Chapter in a satisfactory con- 
dition, having added eighteen new members to the roll 
during the year. He was instrumental in having nine 
Past Principal 's jewels piesented to as many Past Z. ’s of 
St, John ’s Chapter, believing that it was not good Ma- 
sonry to select only a fev r and honor them, to the exclu- 
sion of others who had preceded them. 

I paid my official visit on the 14th of December, 
this being the night of the Past Principals’ reunion, and 
it had been intimated that the Grand Chapter officers 
and a deputation from Toronto would be present on 
that night, to do honor to M. E. Comp. Wm. G^son, Past 
Grand Z. of Grand Chapter, who is a Past Principal of 
ot. John s, No. 6. The Companions under these circum- 
stances concluded that the #egular Chapter room would 
not be large enough to accommodate the brethren. They 
obtained the consent of the officers of the different Scot- 
tish Rite bodies to use their rooms. The Grand Chapter 
officers present were: M. E. Comp. Shaw, Grand Z. ; 
R. E. Comps. Roaf, Bennett, Eakins, Webster, Bicknell! 
Allan, M. E. Comp. Murray and others. M. E. Comp! 
Shaw in a few appropriate remarks, explained the rea- 
son and object of their presence there that night, and 
said many complimentary things about M. E. Comp. 
Gibson, and that the Grand Chapter wished to give some 
tangible evidence of their esteem and affection for him. 
M. E. Comp. Murray read a beautifully illuminated ad- 
dress, and R. E. Comp. Bennett presented M. E. Comp. 
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Gibson with a large silver tureen, tray and ladles. M. 
E. Comp. Gibson replied feelingly, and said he doubted 
if he really deserved the high encomiums that had been 
expressed by the different speakers, and as contained in 
the address. 

An incident worthy of record occurred that evening. 
E. E. Comp. J. M. Gibson occupied the First Principal's 
chair, R. E. Comp. McPliie the second, and M. E. Comp. 
Wm. Gibson the third. R. E. Comp. Gibson announced 
that it was twenty-seven years ago since “we three” 
occupied these chairs as they did that night in the same 
relative positions. r ilii:s is indeed something unusual, and 
was a source of gratification to the Companions present. 
r lne Koval .Arch degree was then conferred on two can- 
didates by the Past Principals, R. E. Comp. D. McPhie 
acting as Z., assisted by R. E. Companions Miller, Birrell 
and Y. E. Companions Pedler and Wilson. After the 
election cf officers for the ensuing year, which I had the 
honor to conduct, the Chapter was closed by M. E. Comp. 
Shaw, and an adjournment was made to the banquet 
room, where refreshments were served, followed by the 
usual toasts, speeches and songs from a number of the 
Companions, which were much enjoyed. 

White Oak Chapter, No. 104, Oakville.— I visit- 
ed this Chapter officially on Dec. 15th, 1903, accompanied 
by R. E. Comps. Geo. Moore and F. Walter. M. E. 
Comp. W. G. Reid joined us in Oakville. The Ex. Com- 
panion, the First Principal <pd Companions extended to 
me a hearty and fraternal welcome. 1 found this Chap- 
ter in excellent condition, notwithstanding their limited 
territory, and having to depend upon the blue lodge at 
Oakville entirely from which to recruit its members. 
They have accepted five petitions and installed four can- 
didates. E. Comp. Marlatt and the officers exemplified 
the Royal Arch degree upon three brethren, who came 
up for exaltation. After witnessing the work, I felt 
great pleasure in complimenting the Chapter upon hav- 
ing such competent and efficient officers, who were able 
to present to the candidates this beautiful degree with 
so much expression, as well as accuracy in the rendition 
of it. 
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I think that it is only right to make special mention 
of this fact, seeing that with a very limited member- 
ship they can obtain Companions in sufficient numbers 
to till the various offices so efficiently as was done on 
this occasion, and are worthy of the praise given them. 
I appointed B. E. Comp. 'Walter district secretary pro 
tern., who reported that the books were well kept by 
Comp. W. 0. Joyce, as Scribe E. I had occasion to con- 
gratulate the Chapter in having so able and competent 
an officer as Comp. Joyce. After the Chapter was closed 
the Companions were invited to partake of the hospital- 
ity of White Oak Chapter. Companion Williams had 
prepared a most bountiful supply of the good things of 
life. Short speeches and songs followed until we were 
notified that the time had come to start for the station. 

St. Clair Chapter, No. 75, Milton.— I paid my 
official visit to this Chapter, accompanied by R. E. Comp. 
George Moore, on December 17th. E. Comp. Somerville 
and Companions received me very cordially. I found 
that the time and attention given to the Chapter by R. 
E. Comp. Moore had already resulted in great good. 
Harmony and good-feeling prevailed among the Com- 
panions, an enthusiasm, zeal and expressed desire 
to place the Chapter in the position which it once occu- 
pied among sister Chapters seemed to animate the minds 
of all. The result of all this is that they have accepted 
twelve petitions and initiated nine candidates, and with 
more cash on hand than will meet their liabilities. 

I had the pleasure of conducting the election of 
officers for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows: 
E. Companions F. A. Brown, of Weston, Z. ; W. Stack, 
of Acton, as IT. ; J. Mackinnon, of Acton, as J. ; R. E. 
Comp. A. Fraser, Treasurer; R. E. Comp. Wm. Panton, 
Scribe E. ; Companions J. Irving, Scribe N ; J. W. 
Elliott, P.S. ; H. Howes, Janitor; Comps. Bews and 
Wynn, Auditors. You will observe that the three Prin- 
cipals are not residents of Milton, but live at some dis- 
tance from the seat of their duties; but the enthusiasm 
of the Companions elected will compensate for their be- 
ing non-residents. Some of them drive twelve miles to 
attend Chapter meetings. The officers exemplified the 
degree of M. EDI., and with the assistance of R. E.. Comp 
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Moore, the Royal Arch degree very creditably indeed, 
I, in the absence of the district secretary, examined the 
books of Scribe E., and found them well kept. The dues 
are well paid, only $65.38 outstanding, and a consider- 
able amount of this sum will be paid in before the end 
of the year. Altogether, the Chapter is in a very pros- 
perous state, and the prospects for the ensuing year are 
good. After the Chapter was closed the Companions ad- 
journed to the banquet prepared by Companion McGib- 
bon, which was enjoyed by all. Afterwards a short 
time was devoted to speeches from different Compan- 
ions, all of whom testified to the sound footing and sure 
success in the future of St. Clair Chapter. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my sincere thanks 
to R. E. Comps. Geo. Moore, F. Walter and D. McPhie 
for their counsel and advice, and for kindness extended 
to me; also to the officers and members in the district 
in electing me to the position of Grand Superintendent, 
and I pray that the Great Jehovah may be ever with 
you and bless you in your journeyings through life. 

A. T. Neill, 

Grand Superintendent , Hamilton District , No. 5. 
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HURON DISTRICT, No. 6. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z ., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

As Grand Superintendent of Huron District, No. 6, 
I have the honor to submit my report on the genera i con- 
dition of Capitular Masonry in this district. 

It affords me great pleasure to report that harmony 
and peace have reigned supreme during the present 
year. All the Chapters are doing efficient work, and, 
thanks to my predecessors in office, I find the work very 
uniformly done. To my mind this is due to the fact that 
there are many young Companions in office who are en- 
thusiastic in ritualistic perfection. I regret to have to 
rejjort that it has been impossible for me to visit Leb- 
anon Chapter, No. 84, Wingham. On two different, occa- 
sions I tried to arrange a visit, but owing to absence of 
their principal officers they were unable to call a con- 
vocation. My profession of teaching has prevented me 
from making my visits on other than Friday nights. At 
the last regular meeting of Lebanon Chapter the almost 
impassable state of the roads in this northern part rend- 
ered a 28-mile drive and return the same night im- 
possible. 

There has, as the returns will show, been an increase 
in the membership of this district during the year, and 
the enthusiasm which prevails will without doubt ensure 
the same in the ensuing year. 

I desire to thank the Scribes E. of the various Chap- 
ters for the regularity with which the notices of meetings 
have been forwarded to me. 

As my idea of a Grand Superintendent's report is 
that of general rather than of a particular nature, it is 
not my intention to refer to the individual members of 
a Chapter. 

Tecumseh Chapter, No. 24, Stratford. — My visit 
to this Chapter was a very pleasant one. . The R. A. de- 
gree was conferred in a manner that did not call for 


ANNUAL CONVOCATION, TORONTO, 1904. 


59 


criticism. They have the room in which good work can 
be done, and, above this, they have the officers, who have 
the ability to confer the degree in a manner that must 
leave a deep impression on the mind of every candidate 
for this supreme degree. The attendance at this meeting 
was not as large as the membership would indicate it 
should be, but I wish to say that those present did not 
lack enthusiasm in the work. I consider Tecumseh the 
banner Chapter of this district. 

St. James' Chapter, No. 46, St. Mary’s. -The 
prospects of this Chapter are brighter than for some 
time. They are getting some new blood from outside of 
the town, and are initiating them into the work. At my 
visit there was a small attendance, and the First Prin- 
cipal was indisposed. The exemplification of the Mark 
Master Mason's degree was done with accuracy, and I 
am pleased to be able to report that the officers of this 
Chapter are enthusiastic in their work and strict ritual- 
ists. They are likewise fortunate in having Past Prin- 
cipals who have not allowed their zeal for Masonry to 
lessen after having had bestowed upon them the highest 
gift in the hands of their Companions. 

Huron Chapter, No. 30, Goderich.— This Chap- 
ter was visited by me on the evening of April 16th. 
There was a fair attendance, and, from what I could 
learn, there is every prospect that there will be a flour- 
ishing Chapter in Goderich for some time to come. The 
exemplification of the M. M. M. degree was fairly well 
done, and, judging from the talent this Chapter pos- 
sesses, can be well done. The social side of Masonry is 
not neglected.* Around the festive board during the 
progress of “the fourth degree’ ’ I became aware of the 
fact that Huron Chapter possesses a number of members 
who can tell a story with dramatic effect. This talent 
applied in the Chapter in conferring degrees would en- 
able them to confer a degree in a manner second to no 
other Chapter in the district. It will always be a 
source of pleasure to recall my visit to this Chapter. I 
regret to have to record the death of E. Comp. F. T. J. 
Naftel, Z. of this Chapter. 
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Elliot Chapter, No. 129, Mitchell.— O n April 
14th I paid my official visit to this Chapter. The offi- 
cers demonstrated their ability to confer the M. M. M. 
degree in a very impressive manner. There was a snap 
to the work, an earnestness, indicative of an apprecia- 
tion of the importance of conferring the degree in a 
manner which would impress the candidate that was 
gratifying to me. Knowing that the guiding hand in 
all the work of this Chapter is a most enthusiastic Ma- 
son, and Past Grand Superintendent, it would have been 
a disappointment to me to- have seen the work done 
otherwise than in a creditable manner. The prospects 
of this Chapter are, I think, good, although the field 
for material is not large. 

Saugeen Chapter, No. 50, Walkerton.— This be- 
ing the Chapter in my own town I had abundant op- 
portunities of becoming intimately acquainted with the 
work of the officers. During the past year I have seen 
all of the degrees conferred by the officers, and in a 
fairly creditable manner. Saugeen numbers among its 
members several who are advanced in years, and who 
shrink from taking an active part in working the de- 
grees. The younger members will, however, make splen- 
did officers in time. The Chapter is making steady 
progress, and I think has a fair future before it. It 
reckons among its members six who were members of 
the old Saugeen Chapter of twenty-two years ago, and 
they have lost none of their love for Capitular Masonry. 

The Malloch Chapter, No. 66, Seaforth.— This 
is my mother Chapter, and it afforded me the greatest 
of pleasure to renew old associations m my visit. I 
made my official visit on the evening of April 13th. 
The degree of M. M. M. was conferred in a manner that 
was a credit to the Chapter. The Malloch Chapter .is 
fortunate in the possession of experienced, enthusiastic, 
and capable workers. Besides this, they are to be con- 
gratulated on the interest manifested in the success of 
the Chapter by all the past First Principals. The books 
of the S. E. and the treasurer are neatly and correctly 
kept. This Chapter is prospering and will continue to 
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do so, as long as it has the same enthusiastic workers 
in the cause of Capitular Masonry. 

Havelock Chapter, No. 63, Kincardine.— My offi- 
cial visit to this Chapter was paid on Friday evening, 
Jan. 15, 1604. 1 had looked forward to this visit for 

some time, and was not disappointed in my expectations. 
The drive of twenty-eight miles over roads almost im- 
passable, and the return through a regular blizzard, did 
not even destroy the pleasure of my visit. In this 'trip 
I was accompanied by the First Principal of Havelock, 
who is now a resident of Walkerton. 

4 he M. E. M. degree was conferred on two candi- 
dates m a most satisfactory manner. The officers of 
Havelock Chapters have for years been inclined to fol- 
low the original method of conferring this degree, and 
I had the pleasure of seeing it given in that form. It 
was most impressively given. With all due respect to 
those who restored this degree in its present form, I 
must confess that in door work, the burning of the in- 
cense, etc., as given by Havelock Chapter, it exceeds 
in beauty and impressiveness the present work. 

I regret to have to report the death of P. E. Comp. 
De Witt H. Martyn, a member of this Chapter, and 
Grand H. of the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

In obedience to request, I attended the funeral of 
the deceased 11. E. Comp, as the expresentative of Grand 
Chapter. The number of Masons in attendance, as well 
as the number of citizens, testify to the high esteem 
in which he was held, not only by the Masons of this 
district and Ontario, but also by his fellow-men in 
this western part. Havelock Chapter will miss him. 

Chantry Chapter, No. 130, Southampton. — What 
shall I say regarding this, the baby Chapter of Huron 
district*? This much I can say with truth, that the offi- 
cers and Companions have enough energy, enthusiasm 
and vitality to supply every Chapter in the district, and 
to have sufficient to supply their own needs in addition. 

I visited this Chapter on* the 19th of March and installed 
the officers. It was indeed a pleasure to be privileged 
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to present them with the warrant from Grand Chapter. 
I feel confident that, on this Chapter Grand Chapter 
will not have bestowed its honors in vain. In the short 
time since its foundation the Companions have equipped 
their quarters with all necessary furniture and para- 
phernalia. They are free from debt, have a surplus in 
the treasurer’s hands and a membership of thirty-eight. 
They have reason to be proud of their record. In ad- 
dition to this they are second to none as entertainers. 
I predict for them future success. 

Lebanon Chapter, No. 84 , Wingham.— As stated 
in the first part of this report, I did not visit this Chap- 
ter. While attending a Lodge of Instruction in Wing- 
ham I met a number of members of Lebanon, and would 
infer from conversation with them that the predictions 
of my immediate predecessor in ofiice, R. E. Comp. .T. 
Russell Stuart, are being fulfilled. 

In conclusion, I desire to thank the officers and 
Comps, of the various Chapters for the many act, of 
kindness, courtesy and respect shown me in my visits. 
I have tried to fulfil my duty to the best of my ability 
and trust that my efforts may result in some measure to 
the advancement of the cause of Capitular Masonry. Iu 
all of my visits it has been my earnest endeavor to im- 
press upon the Companions the necessity of some orga- 
nized. systematic method of relieving the necessities of 
worthy Companions. 

Fraternally submitted, 


R. C. Cheswright, 

Grand Superintendent , Huron District, No. (>. 
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NIAGARA DISTRICT, NO. 7. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principal > and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

As Grand Superintendent of the Niagara district I 
have the honor to submit my report on the condition of 
the Royal Craft therein since I assumed the duties of 
the office in January, 1903. The Chapters comprising 
the district are Mount Moriah, No. 19, St. Catharines; 
McCallum, No. 29, Dunnville; Niagara, No. 55, Ni »gara- 
on-the-Lake; King Hiram, No. 57, Port Colborne; Wil- 
son. No. 64, Welland; Grimsby, No. 69, Grimsby, ami 
Mount Nebo, No, 76, Niagara Falls S. I have visited 
all the Chapters officially and have had the opportunity 
and pleasure of making fraternal calls upon three of 
them frequently, and I am pleased to be able to say that 
peace and harmony prevail, that every Chapter within 
the district is making progress, and that the officers for 
the ensuing year are all capable, energetic and zealous 
craftsmen, who can and will confer the different degrees 
in an efficient and impressive manner. 

Mount Nebo, No. 76, Niagara Falls City.— On 
November 13th I made my first official visit to this 
Chapter, accompanied by E. Comp. John H. Brown, and 
Companions P. E. Best, W. R. McClelland, R. Briggs 
and W. E. Lyall, of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The M. E. M. 
and R. xV. degrees were conferred in a very creditable 
and impressive manner by Y. E. Comp. 'E. E. Frazer, 
First Principal, assisted by E. Comp. Slogget, Past Z. 
The different officers did their work excellently, and I 
was particularly pleased with the work of Companion 
McPhail, Principal Sojourner, while the musical part of 
the ceremony was very impressive. There was a very large 
attendance, including visiting Companions from St. Ca- 
tharines, Niagara Falls, N.Y., and other places. The 
banquet which followed was thoroughly enjoyed by all, 
and loyalty and patriotism overflowed in speech, song 
and story. The future of this Chapter is assured, and 
it will, without a doubt, be the banner Chapter of this 
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district, and will in future bo known as Mount Nebo, 
No. 76, Niagara Falls City, Canada. 

Mount Moriah Chapter, No. 19, St. Catharines. 
— I visited this historic Chapter December 4th, there be- 
ing no work the officers worked the M. M. M. degree for 
me, and it is needless for me to say that it was well done. 
There was a good attendance, particularly of Past Z. ’s, 
which speaks volumes for the welfare of the Chapter. A 
most enjoyable hour was spent in the banquetting room. 

Niagara Chapter, No. 55, Niagara-on-the-Lake.— 
On Dec. 10th I paid my official visit to this, my own 
Chapter, when the Royal Arch degree was conferred on 
six candidates, and to say it was done in a very credit- 
able manner falls far short of what should be said were 
I not a member of this Chapter. Suffice it to say that 
from First Principal Brown down to the Masters of the 
Veils the work was perfect. The appointments of the 
Chapter are correct, the robes and clothing proper, and 
the musical part perfection. The candidates were par- 
ticularly bright, and the beautiful ceremony most im- 
pressive. 

Our old town at this time of year being unusually 
quiet we were more than pleased to have E. Comp. R. 
Murray, of Mount Nebo Chapter, and Comp. Sandy 
Griffin, of Palestine Chapter, St. Thomas, with us. 

The banquet which followed was very enjoyable and 
instructive. We were much pleased to have with us E. 
Companion Rev. J. C. Garrett, Past Z ., who takes a 
deep interest in the Royal Craft. I will leave to my 
successor the pleasure of paying the many compliments 
that may have honestly been paid to this Chapter in his 
report to Grand Chapter next year. 

Grimsby Chapter, No. 69, Grimsby.— I visited this 
Chapter December 17th. Unfortunately my train was 
one hour late, which detained the Companions more than 
I would have wished, but notwithstanding the delay I 
was very warmly received. R. E. Companion William 
Forbes met me at the hotel, escorted me to the Chapter 
room and introduced me to the Chapter. There was no 
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work on for the evening, but a very pleasant, and, I 
trust, profitable time, was spent, both in Chapter and at 
the banquet, and I have no hesitation in saying that good 
work and true will be the report from Grimsby Chapter. 

McCallum Chapter, No. 29, Dunnville.— O n De- 
cember 18tli I visited this Chapter. I was right royally 
received by E. Companions Amsden and Eccles, was in- 
troduced to the Chapter by E. Companion Ramsey, and 
witnessed the exemplification of the M. M. M. degree, 
which was well clone by these past Z. ’s. While the at- 
tendance was not up to what I had expected, the quality 
was par excellence, and I have the assurance that Mc- 
Callum Chapter will not rest satisfied with their former 
greatness, but . will always maintain the high standard 
of perfection in their work as in former times. 

King Hiram Chapter, No. 57, Port Colborne.— 
On the evening of December ‘29th I paid my official 
visit to this Chapter; there was no work. The newly 
elected officers were installed by E. Companion T. J. 
O’Neil, Past Z., ‘'assisted by” three Most Excellent 
Masters from Dublin in a very impressive manner, and 
from the many kindly things said of the newly installed 
officers by their Companions, I predict a revival of the 
Royal Craft in King Hiram Chapter. 

Wilson Chapter, No. 64, W t elland.— On December 
30th I paid my official visit to this Chapter, which com- 
pleted my visits as Superintendent of the district, and 
although the last, it was not by any manner of means, 
the least enjoyable. This Chapter has recently moved 
into new quarters, and has not yet got fully settled. 
They now have a very comfortable Chapter room with* 
proper furniture, including banners, robes, regalia, etc. 
There was no work. Two applications were received. 1 
was greatly pleased to find my estimable Companion 
and friend, Rev. Mr. Johnson, First Principal, Com- 
panion Sutherland and Phelps, Second and Third Prin- 
cipals of this Chapter, and it is needless to say that the 
excellence of the work and the high character of the 
Chapter will be fully maintained by these officers and 
their staff. A very pleasant hour was spent in the din- 
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ing hall of the Mansion House m speech and song, and 
it was with a feeling of regret that I realized when sing- 
ing Auld Lang Syne that this was my last official visit 
to the district. 

I am much pleased to report that peace and har- 
mony prevail throughout the district, that the general 
condition of the Loyal Craft is in a healthy and pros- 
perous state, and that my successor will find a vigor- 
ous and energetic movement within the portals of every 
Chapter within the district for a more dignified, correct, 
and intelligent rendition of the beautiful lessons de- 
signed to be taught in a Loyal Arch Chapter. 

In conclusion allow me to thank the many Com- 
panions in the different parts of the district for their 
kind and helpful assistance, not forgetting our Compan- 
ions across the river at Niagara Falls, N.Y., for their 
kindness in sending me monthy notices of their Chapter 
meetings and their great kindness and cordial reception 
when paying them a fraternal visit. 

In thanking the Companions of Niagara district for 
the great honor of conferring on me the superintendency 
of the district I do so with a feeling of gratitude not 
only for myself, but also for Niagara Chapter, No. 55, 
which, I may say, with pardonable pride, has demon- 
itrated its appreciation by coming to my assistance and 
making itself second to none in the district. 

Lespcctfully submitted, 

J. G. Bottomley, 

General Superintendent, Niagara District, No. 7. 
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TORONTO DISTRICT, NO. 8. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z ., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

In accordance with the constitution of Grand Chap- 
ter I beg to report for the information of Grand Chap- 
ter as follows: — Royal Arch Masonry is hi a flourishing 
condition in the Toronto district. Each of the Chapters 
is making favorable progress. The regular convocations 
are well attended. The members of each Chapter ap- 
pear, almost without exception, in the proper clothing 
of Royal Arch Masons. The several Scribes E. of the 
Chapters keep their books accurately and neatly. The 
financial condition of each Chapter is strong. The 
property of each Chapter is insured. The officers are 
intelligent and competent, and are enthusiastic in their 
work. The membership is increasing. The dues are, as 
a rule, promptly paid. The fees for exaltation in all 
the Chapters, except two, are $15 and over. A new 
Chapter has been instituted at Uxbridge. The members 
of all the Chapters are loyal to Grand Chapter and to 
its officers. In every respect the condition of Royal 
Arch Masonry in my district may be said to be excellent. 
No subject of Masonic complaint or irregularity respect- 
ing the Chapter or individual Companions has been 
brought before me for determination. I have not been 
called upon to grantany dispensations for public festivals 
or processions in my district. I have visited each Chap- 
ter in my district at least once during my year of of- 
fice, and I have not found any deviation whatsoever from 
the constitution of the Grand Chapter or the rites and 
ceremonies authorized by the same. 

I have made the following official visits:— 

Doric, No. 60, Newmarket, October 7th. 

St. Andrew's and St. John's. No. 4, Toronto, Oc- 
tober 16th. 

York, No. 62, Eglinton, November 5th. 

Antiquity, No. 91, Toronto, November 16th. 
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Orient, No. 79, November 26th. 

King Solomon's, No. 8, Toronto, November 24th. 

St. Paul's, No. 65, Toronto, December 9th. 

Occident, No. 65, Toronto, December 11th. 

1 recommended the granting of a petition of 
eleven Royal Arch Masons in good standing, 
principally members of Doric Chapter, Newmarket, 
for a dispensation empowering them to open 
and hold a regular Chapter at Uxbridge. These 
Companions had the full consent of their mother 
Chapter, and also of the nearest Chapter, and the M. E. 
Grand Z. was graciously pleased to grant the necessary 
dispensation to the Uxbridge Companions for the open- 
ing of a Chapter under the name of Succoth Chapter. 
The Chapter was opened on the 18th December at Ux- 
bridge by myself, and I had the pleasure of having with 
me and assisting in the installation of the officers upon 
that occasion : M. E„ Comp. A. Shaw, Grand Z. ; R. E. 
Comp. William Roaf, K.C., acting Grand H. ; R. E. 
Comp. George J. Bennett, Grand Scribe E. ; R. E. Comp. 
P. T. Lee, P.G.R., and E. Comp. Dr. Webb, First Prin- 
cipal of Doric Chapter, Newmarket. After the installa- 
tion of the officers the Chapter was closed in an excellent 
manner by the newly installed officers and a lodge of 
Mark Master Masons opened. The Mark Master Masons ’ 
degree was then conferred upon six candidates, and 
the manner of conferring it met with the greatest com- 
mendation from the other Grand officers present and 
myself. The Chapter has already accepted ten other 
candidates for advancement. The territory under the 
jurisdiction of the Chapter is especially favorable. The 
appointments which have been obtained are excellent. 
The officers are of excellent character and ability. The 
Companions are of the right class from which Royal 
Arch Masons should be drawn, and I think Grand Chap- 
ter will make no mistake if it authorizes at the earliest 
possible date the issue of a warrant to this Chapter. 

Upon the occasion of my official visit to St. An- 
drew’s and St. John’s Chapter I held a Lodge of In- 
struction in the M. E. M. degree, according to the work 
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authorized at the last Convocation of Grand Chapter. 
The degree was exemplified by the officers of St. An- 
drew’s and St. John’s in an excellent manner. Various 
points in connection with the proper method of exem- 
plifying the degree were raised by a large number of 
the Companions, and were fully discussed, and the 
proper method decided upon and accepted by all pres- 
ent. Upon this occasion every Chapter in my district 
was represented, and I especially noted that a large 
number of Companions had come from Doric Chapter, 
Newmarket, for that purpose. 

Upon my visit to Doric Chapter, Newmarket, on Oc- 
tober 7th, I was accompanied by some thirty-five Com- 
panions from Toronto, and each Chapter in the district 
was also represented upon that occasion. We found the 
Chapter at Newmarket in a remarkably prosperous con- 
dition; its officers well skilled and instructed, and we 
witnessed a most excellent exemplification of the Royal 
Arch degree by the officers of that Chapter. 

I was particularly impressed upon my visit to York 
Chapter at Eglinton on November 5th, with the excel- 
lent work done by the officers, and with the general 
prosperity and excellence of this Chapter, under the 
able management of V. E. Comp. Robertson. 

Before arranging any of my visits I called a meet- 
ing of the First Principals of all the Chapters, and dis- 
cussed the requirements of Royal Arch Masonry in the 
district with them, and it was arranged that each of 
the Chapters in the district should pay a fraternal visit 
to each Chapter upon the occasion of my official visit 
thereto. The dates of the visits were then arranged. 
Unfortunately I was compelled by the stress of profes- 
sional duties to default upon the occasions fixed for my 
visits to King Solomon’s Chapter and Occident Chapter. 
Notwithstanding these defaults I have found that the 
Companions of the other Chapters have accompanied 
me upon a great many of my official visits, for which I 
am very thankful to them. 

I have, upon each visit, addressed each Chapter in 
a spirit of kindly criticism and advice, which I am as- 
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sured, has been, appreciated by the Companions present. 
I am very thankful for the assistance which has been 
accorded me by the officers of the various Chapters, and 
especially by the officers and past officers of Grand Chap- 
ter, who have accompanied me, among whom I may 
mention: E. E. Comp. William Koaf, K.C. ; E. E. Comp. 
George J. Bennett, M. E. Comp. Donald Eoss, and E. E. 
Comp. P. T. Lee. I also had the distinguished honor of 
the company of the M. E. the Grand Z. on my visit to 
St. Paul's Chapter on December 9tli, where he was roy- 
ally received. 

That part of a Masonic gathering familiarly known 
as “the fourth degree" has been well looked after by 
the various Chapters, and I have strongly advised each 
to promote the brotherly love which should exist among 
the Companions by a special attention to its enjoyable 
features. 

My district secretary, V. E. Comp. J. W. Seymour 
Corley, has been assiduous in the discharge of his duties, 
and has greatly lightened by duties. 

The Toronto Chapters work with such a uniform 
degree of excellence that I feel it would be unduly 
lengthening this report to especially mention any of the 
features noticed by me with reference to them. I can 
say, however, without fear of contradiction, that each 
of them is worthy of the approval of every officer of 
Grand Chapter. 

Finally, I desire to report that harmony prevails 
throughout the entire district. 

Fraternally submitted, 

James Bicknell, 

Grand Superintendent Toronto District , No. 8. 
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GEORGIAN DISTRICT, NO. 9. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

I have the honor to submit the following report on 
the condition of Capitular Masonry in Georgian Dis- 
trict, No. 9. 

In visiting the Chapters I was very much pleased 
to notice the enthusiasm displayed by the Companions 
and their determination to still further raise the stan- 
dard of the work in the three degrees. The Chapters 
which comprise the district are : Manitou, No. 27 ; Sig- 
net, No. 34; Georgian, No. 56; Grand River, No. 70; 
Macpherson, No. 86; St, John’s, No. 103, and Amabel, 
No. 131. 

Manitou, No. 27, Collingwood.— Was visited on 
the 11th day of December, 1903, and despite the in- 
clement weather the meeting was well attended, a goodly 
number being present, with R. E. Companion Ayles- 
worth, the Z. of the Chapter, presiding. The opening 
and business of the Chapter was performed in a very 
creditable manner, the books kept in the best of order, 
proving the correctness and efficiency of the Scribe E. 
Before closing the Chapter a very pleasing ceremony 
took place in recognition of the services of the Scribe E. 
during the last fourteen years, by presenting Y. E. 
Comp. Frank B. Gregory with a past First Principal’s 
jewel in recognition of his services. The presentation 
was accompanied with a handsomely illuminated address, 
which spoke of the Companion in feeling terms. 

On closing the Chapter a lodge of Mark Master 
Masons was opened, the degree conferred upon a candi- 
date and the work performed in a satisfactory manner. 
An adjournment was then made to a spacious refresh- 
ment room where the Companions sat down to a very 
enjoyable repast, spending two or three hours in a so- 
ciable manner, and into the small hours of the morning. 

Signet Chapter, No. 34, Barrie.— Was visited on 
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the lOtli day of November, 1903. The Companions had 
not been meeting regularly on account of alterations to 
the Chapter room. Notwithstanding that fact, and also 
that one or two of the officers were absent, the work 
of the Royal Arch degree was conferred upon five can- 
didates by the three Principals and Principal Sojourner 
in a very creditable manner, fully sustaining the name 
Signet Chapter has for efficiency. 

This Chapter is to be congratulated on having the 
largest membership in the district, its receipts and se- 
curities showing a healthy condition. Also upon the 
neat and business manner in which the books are kept 
by R. E. Companion Hallett, the Scribe E. After clos- 
ing an adjournment was made to the Queen’s, where a 
few hours were spent in a pleasant and profitable man- 
ner. 


.Georgian Chapter, No. 56, Owen Sound.— Was 
visited on the 20th day of October, 1903. This Chapter 
was instituted under the most favorable auspices with 
the late R. E. Companion Creasor as First Principal, and 
kept up its prestige for many years. Lack of interest 
and ambition on the part of many of the Companions 
made it often a hard matter to get the recognized num- 
ber present to conduct business. Fortunately a few 
zealous Masons kept the Chapter struggling along, un- 
til now the Companions are having an awakening, due 
to the recent addition of some of the best workers from 
the blue lodges. There is no reason why this Chapter, 
having the second largest membership in the district, 
should not be one of the best, if not the best, as it con- 
tains the material to make it so. A Chapter having no 
liabilities and a fair bank balance. 

The ritualistic work of the degrees is improving 
rapidly. The Royal Arch degree was conferred in a 
satisfactory manner, and called for congratulations upon 
the improvement made. 

The election of officers took place on the seventeenth 
day of November, 1903, when the Chapter was fortu- 
nate in the re-election of the First Principal; the Sec- 
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oiid and Third Principals are also a wise selection, and 
give promise of doing work that cannot be excelled. 
The feeling expressed by all the Companions leads me 
to hope that the work may again be done as when the 
Chapter was first instituted. 

The installation ceremony took place on the loth 
December, with a goodly number present. The books 
of the Scribe E. are neat and orderly. 

Grand River Chapter, No. 70, Bracebridge.— Was 
visited on the 14th day of October, 1903. Although 
the date fixed for this meeting was an unfortunate one 
in consequence of the recent death of their member of 
Parliament, and the usual excitement attendant upon 
political meetings in a constituency where political feel- 
ings run high, and the evening being equivalent to a 
Saturday as it was the night before Thanksgiving, yet, al- 
though lacking a quorum, a couple of very pleasant hours 
were spent with the Companions in the Chapter room, 
when Masonry and allied topics were the principal 
theme, and evinced the deep interest taken by those pres- 
ent in all matters connected with the Craft. The Scribe 
E. keeps his books in good order, and states that the 
monetary condition of the Chapter is good, the general 
attendance fair, with five accepted applications, and 
four new ones not yet balloted for. 

Macpherson Chapter, No. 86, Meapord.— Was 
visited on the 10th day of December, 1903. The lodge 
room has been recently enlarged and is being otherwise 
improved, giving more room, and when completed will 
be quite an improvement and form a modern meeting 
place with comfortable appointments. The Chapter 
was opened by the three Principals, the business per- 
formed, and the Chapter closed in a satisfactory man- 
ner. The books are well kept and in proper order. 

A lodge of Mark Master Masons was afterwards 
opened and the degree conferred with credit to those 
taking part in it. There is certainly a keener interest 
in the work, taking place among the Companions of this 
Chapter, and a strong desire to improve and deserve the 
appreciation of Grand Chapter. The Companions may 
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be assured that their interest in Masonry will be keenly 
appreciated by the Grand Chapter, as well as their 
neighbors, the older , members of Georgian Chapter, 
who were so closely connected with a Chapter bearing 
the name of one so well known and already loved, as 
one of the brightest minds in Masonry. 

It is sad to look back to the first convocation of 
this Chapter and find the names of two Companions who 
have gone to their rest, viz.: M. E. Companion Henry 
Macpherson, acting Z. and installing Z., and R. E. Com- 
panion John Creasor, acting J. Their lives are too well 
and favorably known to need further comment. 

St. John's Chapter, No. 103, North Bay.— Was 
visited on the 13th day of October, 1903. I was well re- 
paid for the time and inconvenience of getting tliere^ 
On my arrival I was met by some of the largest hearted 
Masons our fair country can produce; nothing was left 
undone by them to make the visit an interesting and 
pleasant one. The expected visit of M. E. Companion 
Shaw, Grand Z., was constantly on their minds, and gave 
them much concern lest circumstances might occur to 
prevent its fulfilment. 

The ceremony of opening took place at the usual 
hour with all the officers in their chairs. The wock p un- 
formed correctly and with precision. On entering !he 
Chapter room the visitor is struck with its neat and 
comfortable appearance, which did credit to the Masons 
of North Bay, and an example to older lodges; at the 
same time I might mention that each of the Companions, 
wearing the proper clothing of the Chapter, gave a fin- 
ishing touch to the whole. 

In the course of the evening the M. E. the 
Grand Z. was introduced, the manner of their reception 
showing their appreciation of a visit from the highest 
officer in the Chapter. A lodge of Mark Master Masons 
was subsequently opened, the work done in a manner 
quite unlooked for. Before closing the lodge an instruc- 
tive and highly interesting address was delivered by the 
Grand Z.. expressing pleasure at his reception, the in- 
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terest taken by the Companions in the rendition of the 
work and the great pleasure it gave him to be present 
with them. On closing an adjournment was made to 
the dining hall at the station and there concluded a very 
happy evening. 

Amabel Chapter, No. 131, Wiarton.— Was first 
visited on the 12th day of March, 1903, at the request of 
the Grand Scribe E., for the purpose of presenting the 
Companions with their warrant. During the evening 
the M. E. M. degree was conferred. 

An official visit was paid to this Chapter on the 3rd 
day of December, 1903, when the Companions were per- 
mitted by dispensation to have the officers of the Chap- 
ter elected and installed on the same evening. The re- 
sult of the election was a happy selection of Companions 
well suited for the work, who were installed directly 
after their election. 

This Chapter, composed principally of young men, 
who have all the ambition necessary for perfecting the 
work, and who have shown themselves so on every op- 
portunity I had of being present. Erom the character 
of the work done by their past and present officers I 
bespeak for them a prosperous future. 

In concluding this report of my term of office I 
desire to express to the Companions of the district my 
high appreciation of the honor conferred upon me at 
the last Convocation of Grand Chapter, and also for 
the many courtesies and kindnesses received from the 
Companions during the year. I found on my travels 
that some Chapters require more friendly visitations, 
and an assurance of credit for what is well done, and, 1 
only express opinions gathered, when making this state- 
ment. 

In two Chapters in the district I was struck with 
the effect produced by all the Companions wearing the 
regalia prescribed by the constitution of Grand Chap- 
ter. It added much to the dignity of the working and 
evinced the respect in which the edicts of Grand Chap- 
ter are held. 
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I desire also to express my thanks to M. E. Com- 
panion Shaw, Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Can- 
ada, and the It. E., the Grand Scribe E., for the many 
kindnesses received during the year. 

Finally, I may state that I visited all the Chapters 
in the district, and have pleasure in stating that peace 
.and harmony prevail therein. No difference of opinion 
requiring legislation has taken place, and I have been 
spared the necessity of performing a duty frequently of 
an unpleasant nature. I bespeak for my successor in 
office a hearty welcome. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Allan Cameron, 

Grand Superintendent , Georgian District, No. 9. 
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ONTARIO DISTRICT, NO. lu. 

To llu Most ExctUcnt the Grand Z., Principals and 
(Jjficu's o) t he Grand Chapter of Canada: 

I have tlie honor to present my report on the con- 
dition of Capitular Masonry in Ontario District No. 10, 
for the year 1903. ' ' ’ 

„• Chapter has been added to this district namely 

lung' Darius Chapter, at Cannington, with every mark 
of a successful career, while harmony and prosperity 
prevail elsewhere throughout the district. 

Victoria Chapter, No. 37, Port Hope.— Aecom- 
panied by the M. E., the Grand Z, Companion A. Shaw, 
P. E. Comp. V . Roaf, Grand J and R. E. Comp. C. W. 
1 ostlethwaitlie, I paid my official visit to this, my own 
Chapter. The R. A. degree was exemplified, E. Comp 
Noble, E. Comp. Burton, as P. S., doing especially good 
work, the rest of the staff know their parts and work 
the degrees effectively. The books are neatly and cor- 
rectly kept. Twelve new members were initiated This 
Chapter is progressive and stands No. 1 in the district 
ior correctly working the degrees. Its prospects are 
more favorable for the coming year. 

Excelsior Chapter, No. 45, Colborne.— I n com- 
pany with the M. E. the Grand Z. I visited this Chapter 
on June 2nd. the -Mark Master’s degree was conferred, 
the work of the S. Deacon being deserving of especial 
mention. The degree was creditably exemplified, the 
officers showing a disposition to get up their parts cor- 
rectly. There were eight initiations during the year, 
and the Chapter is progressing satisfactorily • the books 
are well kept. This Chapter ranks third in order of 
merit for exemplifying the work. 

Midland Chapter, No. 94, Lindsay. — 1 again had 
the pleasure of being accompanied by the M. E. the 
Grand Z. when I visited this Chapter, M. E. Comp. 
Harding was also present. The R. A. degree was fairly 
well exemplified, the Principals doing good work. There 
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have been eighteen initiations, including the contingent 
to form the Cannington Chapter, so that the start of offi- 
cers must be well up in their work by this time, the 
S E Comp. G. S. Patrick is a very obliging and valu- 
able officer. This Chapter is in a flourishing condition, 
and ranks fourth for quality of work in exemplifying 
degrees. 

Keystone Chapter, No. 35, Whitby. I paid my 
official visit to this Chapter on the 12th of June. The 
Most Excellent Master’s degree was conferred on sev- 
eral candidates. Owing to the absence of some of the 
principal officers I was unable to form a correct opinion 
of the work of the present staff. Four new candidates 
were admitted and four members withdrew, which leaves 
the membership same as last year. The work in this 
Chapter will rank about fifth in comparison with that ot 
the other Chapters in Ontario district. 


Corinthian Chapter, No. 36, Peterboro. I visited 
this Chapter on June 26th. The work in the R. A. de- 
gree was very well rendered. The presiding officer are 
well up in their respective parts, the subordinate officers 
also doing their share to keep up the good reputation of 
their Chapter. This Chapter is progressive The books 
are well kept, and the Companions are to be congratu- 
lated on their spacious and comfortable apartments, i hrs 
Chapter stands second in rank for correctness and effi- 
ciency in rendering the work of the degrees. 

Pentalpha Chapter, No. 28, Oshawa.— I paid my 
official visit to this Chapter on June 30th. The Mark 
Master’s degree was conferred. The officers having been 
installed but a short time previously were not prepared 
to do good work. Judging from the appearance of their 
new quarters it is evident that the spirit of Masonry 
is wideawake and stirring in the Companions of Pen- 
talpha Chapter, and there is no doubt but that a marked 
improvement will be reported by my successor. lhe 
work stands seventh in order of merit. 

St John’s Chapter, No. 46, Cobourg.— I visited 
this Chapter officially on the 4th of December. The 
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exemplifying of the R. A. degree was done by past offi- 
cers. Unfortunately for this Chapter the E. Z. and 
E. Comp. J. were called away shortly after being in- 
stalled and the meetings were allowed to go by default 
until the end of the year. The elected officers for the 
coming year, the E. Z., Companion Odell; Past Z. TIoey 
as II., R. E. Comp. II. J. Craig as J., and P. Z. Hewson 
as P. S., have assumed the responsibility and are de- 
termined to bring St. John’s Chapter to the front rank 
in Capitular Masonry. The books are well kept and the 
Chapter is holding its own. At present the work classes 
about sixth. 

Warkworth Chapter, No. 110, Wabkworth.— I 
made several efforts to visit this Chapter in the early 
part of the season, but as there was no work to exem- 
plify, I postponed my visit, intending to journey there 
later, but unfortunately when a meeting was called for 
September, I was unable to attend. Being personally 
acquainted with some of the principal officers I can safely 
say that the Chapter is in good hands and will succeed. 
Nine candidates were initiated, which shows good prog- 
ress. The present membership is forty-eight. 

King Darius Chapter, U. D., Cannington.— The 
officers of this new Chapter were installed by the M. E. 
the Grand Z. on 7th October. Since then there have 
been four initiations and one affiliation, making a total 
membership of fifteen. The S. E. reports the prospects 
of this Chapter as good. 

In conclusion I must thank the M. E. the Grand Z. 
for his kind support in accompanying me on my first 
three official visits. Also those of the Scribes E. who 
so regularly sent me the notices of their meetings, and 
the Companions generally for their kindly treatment on 
every occasion while paying my official visits through- 
out the district. 

Fraternally submitted, 

R. C. Smith, 

Grand Superintendent , Ontario District, No. 10. 
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PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT, NO. 11. 

^ 0 hi x c die at the Grand Z., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

I herewith submit my report of the condition of 
Capitular Masonry in this district for the year 1903. 

At the last annual Convocation of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Canada, held at Toronto, my Companions honored 
me by electing me to the office of Grand Superintendent 
of the Prince Edward District, No. 11, and I was regu- 
larly installed at the same Convocation. 

Moira Chapter, No. 7, Belleville.— 1 visited this 
Chapter on the evening of November 3rd, and found a 
fairly good attendance of the members. The Royal Arch 
degree was conferred by E. Companion Rev. D. F. 
Bogart, assisted by an efficient staff of officers in a very 
creditable manner. The books are well kept and the 
dues well looked after by E. Comp. Wm. McKeown the 
Scribe E. 

Prince Edward Chapter, No. 31, Picton.— It was 
on the evening of November 9th that I visited this Chap- 
ter, and was accompanied by twelve of the members of 
AJ ount Sinai Chapter, No. 44, Napanee, among them 
being R. E. Comp. James Walters, P.G.S. of the district: 

Comp. W. F. Gerow, and E. Comp. Wm. Rankin, 
the Z. of Mount Sinai Chapter. The M. E. the Grand 
Z. was present, and a very large attendance of the mem- 
bers of Prince Edward Chapter. In the absence of the 
First Principal, E. Comp. G. W. Morden, the I.P.Z., Y. 
E. Comp. R. A. \\ illiamson acted as Z., and conferred 
the Royal Arch degree upon several candidates in a 
creditable manner, assisted by an efficient staff of of- 
ficers. 

St. Mark's Chapter, No. 26, Trenton.— This Chap- 
ter I visited on the evening of November 10th, and found 
a fair attendance. It is certainly gratifying to see the 
progress this Chapter is making, and reflects credit upon 
K. E. Comp. J. II. Colden. the P.G.S., and E. Comp. 
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R- H. Spencer and his officers for their patience and 
assiduity in the good work. As there was no candidate 
in waiting the M. M. M. degree was exemplified in a 
highly creditable manner by E. Comp. Spencer and his 
officers. 

' Mount Sinai Chapter, No. 44, Napanee.— Though 
I am Scribe E. of this Chapter and attend every Convo- 
cation my Companions asked me to make an official 
visit, which I did on the evening of December 9th, and 
I am pleased to say that Mount Sinai Chapter is pro- 
gressing favorably, both as regards numbers and fi- 
nances, and that the prosperity is largely due to the 
efforts of R. E. Comp. James Walters, V. E. Comp. W. 
F. Gerow and some other Companions. 

Keystone Chapter, No. 72, Stirling.— I visited 
this Chapter on the evening of December 16th, a very 
cold night. R. E. Comp. W. S. R. Murch, P.G.S. of St, 
Lawrence district, was present. In consequence of the 
weather there was not a large attendance of members 
as a great many live at a distance of from ten to six- 
teen miles from the town. The officers for the ensuing 
year were elected, and there being no candidates in at- 
tendance the M. M. M. degree was exemplified by E. 
Comp. H. H. Alger and his officers. The books are kept 
in a first-class manner and the dues looked well after 
by the Scribe E., R. E. Comp. J. Earl Haliiwell, P.G.S. 
of the district. 

In conclusion, though one Chapter has not increased 
the number of its members and another has decreased, 
yet it is gratifying that the district, as a whole, has made 
an increase, and that all the Chapters are in a good 
financial position. 

I wish to thank the officers and members of the 
Chapters of the district for honoring me, and for their 
cordial reception at my visits to the Chapters. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. G. Fennell, 

Grand Superintendent , Prince Edward District, No. 11. 
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ST. LAWRENCE DISTRICT, NO. 12. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

As Grand Superintendent for St. Lawrence District, 
No. 12, I beg to submit to you my report on the general 
condition of the said district. As you are aware, this 
district is composed of eight Chapters, namely: Ancient 
Frontenac and Cataraqui, No. 1, Kingston; Grenville, 
No. 22, Prescott ; Sussex, No. 59, Brockville ; Maitland, 
No. 68, North Augusta: St. Lawrence, No. 100, Brock- 
ville; St. John’s, No. 112, Morrisburg; Covenant, No. 
113, Cornwall : Leeds, No. 132, Gananoque. 

Grenville Chapter, No. 22, Prescott.— My first 
official vigit was to the historic town of Prescott, accom- 
panied by a number of my Companions from Brockville, 
on September 8th. Grenville Chapter was under the 
guidance of E. Comp. Logan who, as acting Z., opened 
and closed the Chapter very acceptably in the Royal 
Arch. Afterwards R. E. Comp. Graham presided at the 
working of the Mark Master and Most Excellent de- 
grees, and everything was done in a finished manner by 
himself and his officers. 

Leeds Chapter, No. 132, Gananoque.— On Sept, 
23rd, in company with the Grand Z. and Companions 
Dillon and Gilham, of Brockville, I visited the junior 
Chapter of the district, namely, Leeds, No. 132, Gana- 
noque, and I must say that under that most efficient of- 
ficer, E. Companion Skinner, this Chapter put on the 
Mark Master degree in a manner that would make many 
of the older Chapters envious of them. Capitular Ma- 
sonry has certainly received a strong hold in this town, 
and no doubt ere many years have passed will be one 
of the largest and best Chapters of the district. At 
the conclusion of the work all repaired to the banquet hall 
where a few hours were very pleasantly spent in speech- 
ifying. I shall long remember this meeting for its many 
pleasant features. 
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Covenant Chapter, No. 113, Cornwall.— On Oc- 
tober 21st I visited Cornwall, and found this one of the 
best officered and conducted Chapters in the district, 
and I must here congratulate the Scribe E. in having 
all the dues collected to date. It would be well if all 
the Scribes E. in the district were as zealous in their 
duties as Comp. Bisset. The Chapter worked the Royal 
Arch in a finished manner. 

St. John's Chapter, No. 112, Morrisburg.— On No- 
vember 10th I visited St. John’s, No. 112, where I was 
received and entertained most royally.' E. Comps. Brad- 
field and his officers worked the Mark Master Mason de- 
gree very nicely, and showed themselves to be efficient 
officers. This Chapter has a large number of country 
members, and they delight in attending the convocations 
and assisting in the good work. 

Ancient Irontenac and Cataraqui Chapter, No. 
1, Kingston. — On November 20th I journeyed to Kings- 
ton, accompanied by a number of Companions from 
Brockville. Ancient Frontenac and Cataraqui, No. 1, 
under the superintendency of E. Comp. Minnes, worked 
the Royal Arch degree in their usual fine manner. His 
officers had their work up in good shape, and the meet- 
ing was very largely attended, which was a source of 
great gratification to the M. E. the Grand Z., who is a 
member of this Chapter and who was visiting officially 
with me. I must not neglect, before closing, to thank 
R. E. Companions Murch and Wilkinson for their many 
kindnesses on this occasion, having met me at the station 
and showed me all the points of interest in the city. 

Maitland Chapter, No. 86, North Augusta.— D e- 
cember 29th, accompanied by a large number of my 
Companions from Brockville, I drove to North Augusta 
to visit Maitland Chapter. This Chapter being a rural 
one the members all have to drive a considerable dis- 
tance, but notwithstanding the bitter cold a large num- 
ber turned out to do me honor. E. Comp. Love and his 
officers showed that they were capable and hard workers. 
After the meeting an adjournment was made to the 
dining room where a sumptuous repast was in waiting, 
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and after spending an enjoyable evening all drove home 
agreeing that the Companions of Maitland Chapter were 
good Royal Arch Masons and a jolly lot of good fellows. 

Sussex and St. Lawrence Chapters, Brockville. 
— On January 7th I made my last visit, accompanied by 
the M. E. the Grand Z. to a joint meeting of Sussex and 
St. Lawrence Chapters. It would be folly on my part 
to discuss the work as put on by these Chapters, both 
of which are very ably looked after. The Royal Arch 
degree was worked jointly by E. Companions Kyle and 
Gale, two worthy and well skilled Companions. 

At the conclusion of the meeting we adjourned to 
the banquet hall, where a few hours were spent in speech 
and song. 

In conclusion I am glad to say everything tending to 
the good of Masonry is being done in this district, and 
that in my own town no less than twenty-five members 
were exalted in the past year. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. H. Mowat, 

Grand Superintendent St. Lawrence District , No . 12. 
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OTTAWA DISTRICT, NO. 13. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z ., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

Having been elected Grand Superintendent of the 
Ottawa district I was installed by R. E. Companion 
Dr. N. W. Cleary at the February meeting of Bonne- 
chere Chapter. Capitular Masonry in this district is in 
a very flourishing condition. All Chapters report an 
increase in membership and also the collection of dues 
is in a very fair shape. 

St. Francis Chapter, U. D., Smith's Falls.— One 
new Chapter has been instituted, viz., St. Francis, at 
Smith’s Falls, August 21st, 1903, at which ceremony I 
was present assisting the M. E. the Grand Z., R. E. 
Comps. W. B. McArthur and McIntosh, P.G.S., of Carle- 
ton Place, also taking part. Judging by the interest 
shown by the officers and Companions this Chapter will 
be a decided acquisition to our district. 

Carleton Chapter, No. 16, Ottawa.— Was visited 
November 26th, at which a reunion of the Companions of 
this district was held. The M. E. the Grand Z. was pres- 
ent. The degrees M. M. M., M. E. M. and the R. A, 
were conferred on some eleven candidates, the work in 
the several degrees being very well exemplified. The 
work done in the Royal Arch degree deserves special 
notice, particularly that of the E. First Principal, R. E. 
Comp. S. A. Luke and Companion John Wilson, P.S. 

Pembroke Chapter, No. 58, Mattawa. — Was visit- 
ed December 8th. I installed their officers for the en- 
suing year. The outlook for this Chapter seems to be 
brighter, although one of their old standbys has left 
the town, viz., E. Comp. Grasswell. 

Granite Chapter, No. 61, Almonte.— Was visited 
December 22nd. There was a very good attendance. 
This was the night of their election of officers. xYfter the 
business was over the M. M. degree was conferred in a 
very creditable manner by E. Comp. W. C. Pollock and 
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his staff of officers. The books are well kept by Comp. 
Hill, who makes a very efficient Scribe E., the outstand- 
ing dues of this Chapter being the lowest in the district, 
which speaks well for his zeal. 

Maple Chapter, No. 116, Carleton Place.— Was 
visited January 5th, when the M. E. the Grand Z. was 
present. I was asked to instal the officers, which I did 
with the assistance of the Grand Z. and E. E. Comp. 
W. B. McArthur, E. E. Comp. McIntosh, E. Comp. Dr. 
Gorrell and E. Comp. Martyn, First Principal of St. 
Francis Chapter, Smith’s Falls. Comp. Edwards is a 
very neat and painstaking Scribe E. I am sure that E. 
Comp. John McLaren with the staff of officers will keep 
up the standard of work set by his predecessors. 

Bonnechere Chapter, No. 114, Eenfrew. — Being 
my mother Chapter I did not visit this officially, as I 
was present at most of the meetings, and always found 
the work and business done in a very satisfactory man- 
ner, E. Comp. G. W. McDonald being surrounded with 
a very able staff of officers. The work done by the P. S., 
H. Cox, was exceptionally well done. The S. E., Compan- 
ion D. S. Stewart, is also a very capable officer, the 
books being kept in a very efficient manner. This 
Chapter also gave an “At Home” November 27, at 
which a very enjoyable time was spent. 

In conclusion I desire to thank the Companions of 
Ottawa district very sincerely for the honor conferred 
on me at the last Convocation of Grand Chapter, and 
also to the various Chapters for their many courtesies 
and kindnesses to me during my term of office, and I 
sincerely trust that the good fellowship existing at the 
present time throughout the district may continue for 
evermore. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. H. MacKay, 

Grand Superintendent Ottawa District, No. 13. 
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ALGOMA DISTRICT, No. 14. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals and Com - 

panions of the Grand Chapter of Canada : 

I have the honor as Grand Superintendent of Al- 
goma district to submit to you my report on the condition 
of Royal Arch Masonry in New Ontario during the year 
1903. Permit me to state for the information of those 
Companions who are not acquainted with this large dis- 
trict that, although some parts of it are still without 
settlers, we have several very progressive and up-to-date 
towns, such as Sault Ste. Marie, Port Arthur, Fort 
William, Sudbury, Rat Portage, Fort Francis and Rainy 
River. Though of such vast extent my jurisdiction con- 
tains only four Chapters— Shuniah, No. 82, in Port 
Arthur; Golden, No. 90, at Rat Portage: Tuscan, No. 
95, at Sudbury, and Algonquin, No. 102 at Sault Ste. 
Marie, which, however, may justly claim to have enrolled 
among their members many of the best skilled and pro- 
gressive Masons in America. 

Shortly after my election I was duly installed as 
Grand Superintendent bv R. E. Companion S. W. Ray, 
of Shuniah Chapter in Port Arthur, and now wish to 
report on the Chapters as follows: 

Shuniah Chapter, No. 82, Port Arthur.— This 
Chapter has been very highly honored during the year 
by visits from the Grand Chapter officers. M. E. Com- 
panion A. Shaw, Grand Z., held a Chapter of Instruction 
in our Chapter room on the evening of Oct. 15th, and we 
were delighted to receive him with all the honor due to 
his exalted position, and his genuine merits as a man, and 
to listen to his able instruction and excellent advice. R. 
E. Comp. S. AY. Ray, who was also present, did much to 
make the meeting a very successful one. 

On the evening of Sept. 3rd we were honored with a 
visit from R. E. Comp. AVilliam Roaf, the Grand J., and 
it is needless for me to say that he was right royally wel- 
comed, as he most assuredly deserves to be. Another 
very distinguished visitor, R. E. Comp. Aubrey White, 
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paid us a visit at our regular convocation Aug. 21st. All 
who know R. E. Companion White must understand 
what a treat it was for the Companions to hear him de- 
liver one of his able addresses. May such highly dis- 
tinguished Companions visit us often; such visits do an 
inestimable amount of good to any Chapter. 

As 1 have attended every convocation of Shuniah 
Chapter during the last seven years, I can speak most 
emphatically concerning the excellent condition of the 
Royal Craft in Port Arthur. We have for our officers 
some of the best men in the twin towns of Port Arthur 
and Fort William, and not one weak or inefficient man 
among them. E. Comp. McKibbon, who has been re- 
elected First Principal for 1904, is a first-class officer. I 
have seen him confer many degrees, and have no hesita- 
tion in saying he richly deserves the honor of being First 
Principal of any Chapter. To R. E. Comp. Ray, who 
is very regular in attendance at our meetings, is very 
largely due the credit of making Shuniah Chapter what 
it is. This Chapter is doing excellent work ; no doubt it 
will prosper in the future as in the past. 

Golden- Chapter, No. 90, Rat Portage.— I made 
my official visit to this Chapter on August 13th. There 
was a good attendance of members, and I was very kind- 
ly received and warmly welcomed, but I exceedingly 
regret to have to report that the First Principal and his 
officers, although present and having a candidate wait- 
ing, were not prepared to confer the degree. I offered 
to take any part of the work for them, but still they were 
not willing to proceed. 1 inferred from this that they 
did not wish to have their work subjected to criticism. 
It must have been an "off night ” with the First Prin- 
cipal. This Chapter has depended too much upon out- 
side help. There are two blue lodges in Rat Portage, one 
in Keewatin, one at Fort Francis, and one in the town 
of Rainy River, all tributary to Golden Chapter, which 
is 300 miles from Shuniah Chapter. AVith so many good 
lodges "to draw from, ” I fail to see why Golden Chap- 
ter should not do better work than it does. I sincerely 
trust that my successor will find Golden Chapter in a 
vastly better condition than that in which 1 found it. 
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Tuscan Chapter, No. 95, Sudbury.— A visit to 
Tuscan Chapter would have necessitated for me a jour- 
ney of 1,100 miles, and as the M. E. the Grand Z. him- 
self paid Tuscan Chapter an official visit on October 14th 
I did not deem it necessary as his representative to make 
another. However, 1 have every reason to believe that 
Tuscan officers are both capable and diligent in the per- 
formance of their duties. 

Algonquin Chapter, No. 102, Sault Ste. Marie. — 
This Chapter is in a most prosperous condition. I paid 
my official visit to Algonquin Chapter on July 22nd, and 
was most enthusiastically received by the Companions. 
E. Comp. J. T. Cameron and his officers conferred the 
M. E. M. degree (restored form) and the Royal Arch 
degree on three candidates. The work was done to my 
entire satisfaction. The room was well filled. R. E. 
Comp. Hearst and E. Comp. Roberts, two very enthusi- 
astic members, who seem to take great interest in the 
Chapter, were present, and during the banquet which fol- 
lowed took a very prominent part in the entertainment 
of myself and other visitors. A very pleasing incident 
of the evening was the presentation of a beautiful Past 
Z.’s jewel to E. Comp. C. W. McCrea, I.P.Z. I was ask- 
ed to make the presentation in the name of Algonquin 
Chapter, and I am sure from the remarks made by the 
officers, and Companions that E. Comp. McCrea has filled 
the office of Z. in the most creditable manner. I wish to 
express my gratitude to the Companions of Sault Ste. 
Marie, and especially to E. Comp. R. G. Campbell, for 
all they did to make me feel at home during my visit. 
No one could have been used better than I was by the 
Companions of Algonquin Chapter. 

With so many able and well skilled Companions in 
our Chapters, we should never elect as Principal one 
who is so very indifferent or incapable as not to be able 
to prepare himself faithfully to fill his office, nor one 
who is ever see/i under the influence of liquor. Our 
Chapters are estimated by our brethren in the symbolic 
degrees by the lives we lead, and by our enthusiasm for 
the Royal Craft, and our progress depends very largely 
upon our choice of officers. Then again, to make our 
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Chapters what they ought to be, we should ever be 
prompt and regular in our attendance; we should open 
punctually, transact our business with despatch, prac- 
tise our 4 ‘rites and mysteries’ ’ for the instruction of our 
younger Companions, enjoy social intercourse as gentle- 
men, and close our Chapters in good time. We should 
make our meetings such that we would never hear the 
opprobrious excuse for absence, “There was an enter- 
tainment at the opera house,” or “there was a card party 
at the residence of Mrs. So-and-So.” 

In conclusion, I may state that in everv case the 
books of the Chapter have been well kept, and with the 
exception of Golden Chapter, the notices of convocations 
have been regularly sent to me. I desire to thank the 
Companions of the district for the honor they conferred 
on me in electing me to fill the important office of Grand 
Superintendent for the year 1903. 

Fraternally submitted, 

J. W. Morgan, 

Grand Superintendent , Algoma District, No. 14. 
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MANITOBA DISTRICT, No. 15. 

To the M. Ex. Z ., Principals , Officers and Companions 
of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

I herewith submit my report on Capitular Masonry 
in District No. 15, which comprises the following Chap- 
ters: Prince Rupert, No. 52, Winnipeg; Corinthian, 
No. 101, Boissevain ; Zeredatha, No. Ill, Morden. 

Prince Rupert Chapter, No. 52, AYinnipeg.— Be- 
ing a resident in AYinnipeg, I attended every meeting of 
Prince Rupert Chapter, when the work has been exem- 
plified in a masterly manner by all the officers, on a 
class of candidates of superior intelligence. The future 
of the Chapter is in good hands. Their aim is to be 
largest and best, if possible, on the Grand register. 


Corinthian Chapter, No. 101, Boissevain.— I was 
unable to visit Corinthian Chapter, but have kept in 
close touch with the Companions, several of whom I have 
met when here on business, who report things in a 
healthy condition, and considering the limited field they 
have to draw from, I consider their standing excellent. 

Zeredatha Chapter, No. Ill, AIorden.— Zeredatha 
Chapter, No. Ill, is dead, beyond recall. I have endeav- 
ored to infuse new life into it, but found that the mem- 
bers are indifferent. I am, therefore, taking proceedings 
under the Constitution to have the warrant surrendered 
to Grand Chapter. 

I had much pleasure in recommending that a dis- 
pensation be granted to several Companions in the town 
of Neepawa to form a new Chapter. The same being 
granted, I had hopes of their being ready for me to in- 
stall their new officers, but owing to the delay in com- 
pleting the new Masonic Hall there, and also that the 
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furniture ordered and nearly completed was burned in 
a factory fire in the east, that honor will devolve on my 
successor, but I have promised them to be there with a 
good working team to exemplify all the degrees. I con- 
sider their prospects good, for they are an enthusiastic 
lot of Companions, and have an excellent field to 
work on. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Robt. Magness, 

Grand Superintendent , Manitoba District , No. 15 . 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRICT, No. 16. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

I have the honor to present my report as Grand 
Superintendent of the British Columbia District, No. 
16, for the year 1903. 

Vancouver Chapter, No. 98, Vancouver.— I at- 
tend the convocations of this Chapter regularly. The 
past year has for various reasons been very quiet so far 
as exaltations are concerned, but the practice of our rites 
and ceremonies have in every respect equalled the repu- 
tation of the Chapter in the past. The financial condi- 
tion of the Chapter is very good, and the books are in 
excellent order. I believe the coming year will be one 
of the most prosperous in the history of the Chapter. 
The Most Excellent degree is regularly conferred accord- 
ing to the revised ritual. 

Westminster Chapter, No. 124, New Westmin- 
ster.— During the summer months this Chapter closed 
down, which accounts for the small number of meetings. 
I look for a continuation of good work and prosperity 
for this Chapter, for which I believe I am fully justi- 
fied in their choice of officers for the ensuing year. 

Keystone Chapter, No. 127, Nanaimo.— I cannot 
say too much in praise of the manner in which the officers 
of this Chapter have taken hold of their work. The 
three degrees were conferred during my visit by the 
proper officers in a manner I have seldom seen excelled. 
The Grand Chapter may rest assured that there is no 
danger in the immediate future of this Chapter lapsing 
into the condition it did before it received its charter 
from the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

During the year we were honored by a visit from 
the R. E. the Grand J., which visit I can assure you we 
fully appreciated. I cannot impress too strongly mpon 
you the influence for good, visits of this nature from the 
high officers of the Grand Chapter have on Royal Arch 
Masonry in this western province. 
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Numerous complaints have been made to me by 
Companions of the three Chapters in this district that 
the Chapters in Seattle and Tacoma, under the juris- 
diction of the Grand Chapter of Washington, refuse 
them admission as Royal Arch Masons, on the ground 
that they have never received the Past Master degree, 
although they may be perfectly satisfied they are Royal 
Arch Masons in good standing. I have been informed 
by reliable Companions that these Chapters have consent- 
ed to admit them if they would permit the degree of 
Past Master to be conferred on them and pay a fee for 
same. The members of Keystone Chapter, No. 127, ex- 
alted when the Chapter was under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Chapter of Scotland received the degree of 
Past Master and are admitted, but the Companions exalt- 
ed since the Chapter came under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Chapter of Canada are refused. If Royal Arch 
Masons in good standing are entitled by right to admis- 
sion to Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in the United 
States, when a lodge of Past Masters is not at work, I 
respectfully request that the matter be taken up by the 
proper authorities and adjusted. 

I enclose a statement of the work done, and the 
financial standing of the Chapters in this district. 

Fraternally submitted, 

F. J. Schofield, 

Grand Supt, B. C. District, No. 16. 
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ALBERTA DISTRICT, No. 17. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals and 

Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

As Grand Superintendent of the Alberta district, I 
have the honor to report to you the following on the gen- 
eral condition of Capitular Masonry in this district for 
the year ending Dec. 31st, 1903. 

There are four Chapters in this district, widely sep- 
arated from each other, viz. : Alberta, No. 106, Calgary ; 
North Star, No. 118, Edmonton; AVascana, No. 121, Re- 
gina; Assiniboia, No. 126, Medicine Hat. On account of 
the great distance to travel and time required, it has 
been a matter of considerable difficulty to arrange visits, 
and I have not been able to accomplish all I should have 
liked to do. I have, however, endeavored as far as I 
possibly could to fulfil my duties as faithfully as cir- 
cumstances would permit. 

During the year I have visited all the Chapters, ex- 
cepting Waseana, of Regina, and here I was prepared 
during midsummer last to attend, but never could get 
any response to my several communications about same. 

With the exeception of AVascana, all the Chapters 
are enthusiastic, industrious, and well officered. Alto- 
gether, Capitular Masonry is advancing in the west. 

Alberta, No. 106, Calgary.— This Chapter, of 
which I am a member, I have visited frequently, and 
have seen the work of the different degrees done exceed- 
ingly well. The First Principal, E. Comp. Dee, had to 
leave in the fall for duty at Hudson’s Bay, and his ab- 
sence was very much felt in the work of the Chapter. 
The officers are all capable, and are ably assisted by a 
number of past Principals. This Chapter is prospering 
well. 

North Star, No. 118, Edmonton.— My visit to 
North Star was not well timed, as I found the Compan- 
ions had just moved into more commodious quarters and 
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were consequently somewhat upset. They have not in 
the past year done as well as they should have. How- 
ever, with the excellent set of officers I saw elected for 
the ensuing year there will no doubt be a very marked 
progress in this Chapter next term. 

Wascana No. 121, Regina.— This Chapter, I regret 
to say, has not given satisfaction for a number of years. 
I have never been able to get any response to my various 
letters, and have received only one notice of a meeting, a 
recent one. This Chapter would certainly be the better 
of being disciplined a little. 

Assiniboia, No. 126, Medicine Hat.— I had a very 
enjoyable visit here. R. E. Comp. Markley accompanied 
me. We found an energetic lot of Companions, who are 
making marked progress, notwithstanding the great dis- 
advantages they labored under, the majority of their 
members and workers being railway men, who find it 
difficult often to make their time fit. There are splendid 
prospects ahead for this Chapter. 

In every Chapter visited I found that they were par- 
ticularly favored in the persons of their S. E.’s, all 
books and records being in excellent shape. 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. Macdonald, 

Grand Superintendent, Alberta District, Xo. 17. 
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KOOTENAY DISTRICT, No. 18. 

lo the Most Excellent the Grand Z ., Officers and Com- 
panions of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

I have the honor to present my report as Grand 
Superintendent of Kootenay District, No. 18, on the 
condition of Capitular Masonry during 1903. 

I am pleased to report an increase in the member- 
ship of each Chapter in this district, and the prelimin- 
ary steps are being taken to organize a new Chapter at 
Fernie, so that I am able to continue the favorable re- 
ports of my predecessors. 

I did not make as many visits as 1 would have liked, 
but I do not think Capitular Masonry has in anv way 
suffered thereby. 

K. E. Companion Chipman, at Kaslo, and R. E. 
Companion Mitchell, at Hosland, do not require assist- 
ance from anyone, and the Chapters at Fort Steele and 
Revel stoke are also in good hands. 

Kootenay Chapter, No. 120, Kaslo.— This is the 
parent Chapter in this district, and has, naturally suf- 
fered from its territory having been restricted by the 
formation of new Chapters. It has also suffered ‘from 
the depression in the silver-lead industry, but as better 
times are in store for this industry, Kootenay Chapter 
will participate in the revival. It* was my intention to 
be present at the installation of the officers of this Chap- 
ter at their December meeting, but I was prevented at 
the last moment, much to my regret. 

Rossland Chapter, No. 122, Rossland.— I visited 
this Chapter on the 26th August, and saw the Royal 
Arch degree conferred by R. E. Companion Mitchell. 
The work of this Chapter is of a very high order, which, 
no doubt, accounts for its large membership, the amount 
of work clone, and the affluence of its circumstances. R. 
E. Companion Mitchell has been re-elected First Princi- 
pal, with the brightest prospects for the ensuing year. 
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Nelson Chapter, No. 123, Nelson.— This is my 
own Chapter, and I have been present at nearly all of 
the meetings held during the year. The. work done dur- 
ing the year was satisfactory, and the prospects for the 
next year are very bright. 

Rocky Mountain Chapter, No. 125, Fort Steele. 
—I visited this Chapter on the 9th June, but the princi- 
pal object of my visit, the installation of E. Companion 
Harvey, was defeated through my inability to get an- 
other installed First Principal to accompany me. How- 
ever, I saw the Mark Master degree worked in a highly 
creditable manner. This Chapter suffers from being 
away from the line of railway, but the disadvantage is 
largely overcome by the enthusiasm of its members. 

Revelstoke Chapter, No.. 128, Revelstoke.— I in- 
tended to visit this Chapter at the installation of its 
officers, but again failed to secure a second installed 
First Principal to accompany me, so that it was not 
possible to open a Council of Installed First Principals, 
and as I could not see that I could confer any benefit in 
proportion to the time it required (three days), I did 
not go. The prospects of this Chapter are excellent, and 
I have no doubt that it will continue to prosper, as it 
has done from the start. 

The two things which have particularly struck me 
during my term of office are, the smallness of the attend- 
ance at the regular meetings and the inappropriateness 
of the requirement of three installed First Principals to 
open a Council and install a First Principal in a district 
like this. It has occurred to me that if a Grand Super- 
intendent was invested with the powers of two installed 
First Principals as a stipendary magistrate has the 
powers of two justices of the peace, it would greatly 
facilitate matters. 

Appended is tabulated statement of the condition 
of the several Chapters in this district. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geo. Johnstone, 

Grand Superintendent, Kootenay District, No. 18. 
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GRAND J.’S REPORT. 

Abraham Shaw, Esq., Grand First Principal, Grand 
Chapter of Canada: 

Most Ex. Sir: 

In accordance with the requirements of the Consti- 
tution, I beg herewith to submit to you a report of my 
official work as Grand J, of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada. 

My first official act as Grand J. was to visit St. 
Paul’s Chapter at its regular convocation in the month 
of February, and I had the pleasure of installing R. L. 
Companion James Bicknell as the Grand Superintendent 
of the Toronto District. The act was one which I took 
great pleasure in, as R. E. Companion Bicknell, besides 
being a personal friend of mine, is a man of high legal 
attainments, and one who gave every promise of bringing 
to the office careful and wise administration, the result 
of his year’s work being such that all I predicted tor 
him has come true, he having made a most excellent Dis- 
trict Superintendent. 

Nothing of importance of an official character requir- 
ing my attention occurred until a severe loss was sus- 
tained by Grand Chapter in the death of our esteemed 
Companion, R. E. Comp. D. H. Martyn, Grand H., who 
passed away on the 19th July, the third day after his 
return to his home from the meeting of Grand Lodge. 
While he was attending Grand Lodge it could not help 
but be noticed that he was a very sick man, and he was 
taken with a bad spell on Wednesday night, and it was 
with difficulty that he was able to reach his home on 
Thursday night, and he passed away on the following 
Sunday morning. I deemed it but right that I shou 
attend his funeral, which I did, and as you were unfor- 
tunately unable to be present, and having sent word to 
the District Superintendent to attend the funeral, he 
and I represented Grand Chapter on that solemn occa- 
sion. 
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I have to thank you for appointing me to be acting 
Grand H. for the balance of the official year, which you 
did shortly after R. E. Companion Martyn’s death. 

It was my privilege to pay a visit to the Pacific 
Coast this last summer, and while there I took occasion 
to pay an official visit to Vancouver Chapter on the 19th 
of August, at which a large number of the leading Com- 
panions of that city and district were present. The 
lloyal Arch Degree was worked by the Past Z.’s of the 
Chapter, and it was done in a highly creditable and 
satisfactory manner. I was accompanied by R. E. Com- 
panion Benjamin Allen, who kindly delayed his return 
east on that day to accompany me, and I desire to ex- 
press my thanks to him for having done so. There was 
a large delegation of officers and members of the New 
Westminster Chapter, which added to the pleasure of 
the meeting. 

I had arranged to visit Nanaimo Chanter, but owing 
to their inability to get a quorum, I was unable to get 
over to it, but I heard good accounts of the Chapter, and 
it was left in excellent condition, owing to the efforts of 
R. E. Companion Schofield, the District Superintendent 
there, who, with E. Companion Sykes, had taken charge' 
of the Chapter the previous year. 

New Westminster Chapter was unable to arrange a 
meeting for me during the time I was there, but, as I 
said before, they came over in goodly numbers to attend 
the Chapter in Vancouver. 

I am very pleased to be able to report that Royal 
Arch Masonry in our far west jurisdiction is in a very 
thriving and flourishing condition, and the enthusiasm 
shown by the members is such that we can be justly 
proud of the Companions in the western portion of our 
jurisdiction. 

Had I known that it was the intention of Rossland 
Chapter to have had two days of degree work, and to 
welcome some American visitors, I would have so timed 
my visit to that city as to be present on that occasion, but 
1 did not hear of it in time. I arrived the day after, and 


GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


1 14 

found that most enthusiastic meetings had been held, 
and great progress had been made in Capitular Masonry 
in that city. I received at the hands of the Excellent Z. 
of the Chapter great kindness and courtesy, and I can- 
not thank him and other Companions of Rossland too 
much for what they did for me in the way of hospitality. 
The Chapter there has splendid quarters, and is in a 
most flourishing condition. 

Altogether, I was delighted with what I saw of 
Capitular Masonry in the province of British Columbia. 

On my return I wrote the District Superintendent - 
of Algoma, who resides at Port Arthur, that I would like 
to have a meeting on the evening of Thursday, the 3rd 
of November. I received a hearty welcome as a member 
of the Grand Council, and the M. M. M. Degree was 
worked upon four candidates. On that occasion I had 
the pleasure of meeting R, E. Companion J. W. Morgan, 
District Superintendent, and also R. E. Companion S. 
W. Ray. A pleasing feature of the occasion was the 
welcome extended to the first Principal of the Chapter, 
who had instituted it, and who had returned on a visit 
to Port Arthur after an absence of several years in the 
North-West. The Excellent Companion received a very 
loyal and hearty reception at the hands of his Compan- 
ions, and they were very glad to see him after an 
absence of so many years. 

It has been my privilege on several occasions to 
visit with you a number of the Chapters. These^ I need 
not set out in detail. No doubt you have kept full ac- 
count of the same. Only I desire to say that each visit 
has been one of pleasure and profit to myself, and I 
cannot overlook mentioning in particular the visits 'to 
Port Hope, London, and also to Hamilton, when the 
presentation of an address was made to M. E. Companion 
Gibson and the testimonial ordered by Grand Chapter 
was handed over to that' most worthy Past Grand Z. 

In my capacity as acting Grand H., I have, I hope, 
fulfilled the duties of the office to your satisfaction, and 
that the trust which you then reposed in me has met will* 
your approval. The chief matter which I would refer 
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to while acting in that capacity was the investing of the 
funds of Grand Chapter in the debentures of the town 
of Orillia, full particulars of which have been furnished 
to you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM ROAF, 

Grand J. 

Toronto, January 4th, 1904. 
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SCRIBfe E. 

To the M. E. the Grand Z., Officers and Members of the 
Grand Chapter of Boyal Arch Masons of Canada: 

Companions,— Immediately following the close of 
last Annual Convocation, and in accordance with the 
resolution then adopted, I prepared for the printer, and 
subsequently issued, the Constitution as revised by Grand 
Chapter, advising every constituent Chapter of the same. 
I also, under instruction, issued a circular, notifying 
each Chapter to the effect that, although our ceremonies 
did not specifically enjoin the presentation, it was never- 
theless expected that every newly admitted member 
should receive a copy of the Grand Chapter Constitution, 
together with the by-laws of the Chapter to which he had 
allied himself, and that the M. E. the Grand Z. desired 
that this course should be followed throughout the juris- 
diction. While a goodly number of the Chapters respond- 
ed, there are yet a great many to be heard from. Moreover, 
an extended knowledge of the constitutional requirements 
would lessen to a considerable degree much of the appeals 
for information which come periodically from hew 
officers, and incidentally save much needless correspond- 
ence. 

Pursuant to instruction, I prepared, within as brief 
a time as possible, the restored work of the Most Excel- 
lent Master Degree, and using all necessary precaution, 
was enabled to place it in possession of the chief officers 
of each Chapter, who were thus in a position to promptly 
submit it for the approval of the superintending officer. 

Agreeably to the recommendation of the Committee on 
Audit and Finance, and ratified by Grand Chapter, I 
invited tenders from several firms in Toronto for the 
printing of the Proceedings for this year. They were 
opened and inspected in due course bv the members of 
the Grand Council, and that of Daniel Rose & Sons be- 
ing the lowest, the work was assigned to that firm. 

No provision having been made for a re-issue of the 
book of “ Ceremonies,’ ? and the supply being exhausted. 
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I arranged with the printer to have it set up and to fur- 
nish me with sufficient copies to meet present needs. The 
type is now standing, should the Grand Chapter decide 
upon any alterations or amendments. 

The Committee on Warrants having recommended 
the issue of charters to the Companions at Southampton, 
Wiarton and Gananoque, working under dispensation, 
and the same having been confirmed by Grand Chapter, 
I caused warrants to be engrossed and forwarded respect- 
ively to Chantry Chapter, No. 130 ; Amabel Chapter, No. 
131, and Leeds Chapter, No. 132. 

I also forwarded a duplicate warrant, at their 
request, to the Companions of King Cyrus Chapter, No. 
119, Leamington, and for which they paid the statutory 
fee of ten dollars, and did not, as has been usual in such 
cases, ask for a remission. The Companions lost their 
warrant as well as their Chapter effects by a disastrous 
fire early in the year, and as it is a comparatively young 
institution, I would respectfully suggest that the case 
receive the consideration of this Grand body. 

From the viewpoint of the Grand Scribe E. ’s office, 
the outlook is most encouraging. The appeal to the 
Chapters, of two years ago, for prompt registration of 
newly, admitted members, has borne fruit in the past 
year, and in this respect alone it was kept fairly busy 
during that period, but there are a large number of the 
Chapters apparently still unaware that the immediate 
application for certificate and registration is a direct 
requirement of the Constitution, and they are quite will- 
ing that the Companion exalted in January should wait 
until the end of the year for what he is entitled to forth- 
with and has paid for. It is worthy of remark that Chap- 
ters which have undertaken the systematic course have 
all been actively busy, and I do not hesitate to state that 
the remarkable increase in our membership during the 
past twelve months is due not a little, to the compliance 
with this regulation. It is an encouragement to the newly 
exalted Companion and an incentive to activity in the 
officers and members of the Chapter. Of course, the 
volume of correspondence is doubled, and the incidental 
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expenses proportionately increased, but such considera- 
tions are small compared with the net results, not the 
least of which is that it brings the Chapters into closer 
and constant touch with headquarters, thereby creating 
a new and lively interest, the effect of which cannot be 
measured by the limit of a single year. 

Keeping pace with the advance in membership, the 
number of Chapters is on the increase, five having been 
added to the roll during the year. 

Beaver Chapter, No. 74, Strathroy, which surrender- 
ed its charter in 1895, is again an active body. Five of 
the original membership, together with six resident Com- 
panions who had received the degrees in Minnewawa 
Chapter, No. 78, at Parkhill, having petitioned for a 
restoration of the warrant, I forwarded the same under 
instruction from the M. E. the Grand Z. on the 18th No- 
vember last. 

Dispensations for new Chapters at Smith’s Falls, 
Cannington and Uxbridge in Ontario and at Neepawa 
in Manitoba were during the year issued under direction 
of the M. E. the Grand Z., the petition in each case being 
recommended in accordance with the regulations. The 
following were the applicants in each instance: 

“St. Francis” Chapter, U. D., Smith’s Falls, Orit., 
9th June, 1903.— John A. Houston, St. John’s, No. 159, 
G. R. Ireland; C. H. Whitworth and F. C. Austin, St. 
Lawrence, No. 100, G. R, C. ; W. H. Wilson and D. W. 
Parke, Maitland, No. 68, G. R. C. ; Geo. T. Martin, 
Richard Craig, H. S. McNeill, William H. Code, F. U. 
Miskelly, Chas. Coghlan and John R. Michel. Maple, No. 
116, G. R. C. 

“King Darius” Chapter, U. D., Cannington, Ont., 
1st September, 1903. — Henry Glendinning, Joseph A. 
Kift, William Major, Harry D. Talbot, Thos. Foster, 
Frank Campbell, Nelson McLeod and William Bick, Mid- 
land, No. 94, G. R. C. ; Percy E. Byrne and Hugh Wilson, 
King Solomon’s, No. 8, G. R. C. ; G. J. Early, Corinthian, 
No. 36, G. R. C. 
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“Succotii” Chapter, U. D., Uxbridge, Ont., 29th 
October, 1903.— James Bicknell, St. Paul’s, No. 65, G. 
R. C. ; David Andrew Clark, Geo. II. Campbell, Vivian 
M. Hare, Mortimer W. Plank, Homer E. Haddock, Wil- 
liam Gordon, Roland Hollinger, Duncan Campbell, Wil- 
liam S. Ormiston, William J. Underwood and Charles E. 
Jones, Doric, No. 60, G. R. C. 

4 ‘King Edward” Chapter, U. D., Neepawa, Mani- 
toba, lOtli October, 1903.— George McIntyre Gibbs and 
Alex. B. Stennett, Ezra, No. 23, G. R. C. ; Edwin 0. 
Denison and Joseph S. Armitage, King Hiram, No. 57, 
G. R. C. ; William J. Cooper and Leslie Remey. Keystone, 
No. 99, G. R. C. ; Fred. L. Newman, Kootenay, No. 120, 
G. R. C. ; Robert G. McCosh, Ionic, No. 83, G. R, C. ; 
John R. Edwards, Oxford, No. 18, G. R. C. ; James B. 
Noble, Bruce, No. 53, G. R. C. 

Of the above, the first three are at active work, and 
likely to do credit to their sponsors. The Companions of 
King Edward Chapter, owing to an unforeseen delay in 
the completion of the new Masonic Hall at Neepawa, 
have been compelled to lie on their oars until the new 
year, but reports indicate that the new Chapter in Mani- 
toba will not be lagging in the race for a foremost posi- 
tion. 

The story of the year is a remarkable one. Facts are 
stubborn things, and the figures to be presented to you 
in the financial and statistical statements eloauently teli 
the tale. Last year the advance in receipts was suffi 
ciently large to warrant special mention. This year it 
has overtopped that considerably, being $850 ahead of 
the former total. Our net increase in membership for 
the period ended 31st December, 1902, was 477. a growth 
upon which Grand Chapter was generally congratulated, 
as such a figure had never before been recorded. In the 
year just closed we have made the unprecedented net 
gain of 738, while the number of suspensions and with- 
drawals are lessening, and 'the restorations increasing. 

Altogether, Grand Chapter in every phase of its 
present existence can be truly described as prosperous 
and happy, the growth in membership and finances has 
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never before been paralleled, within the confines of its 
large jurisdiction the echo of grievance or appeal has not 
once been heard, and there is not a sneek on its horizon 
to suggest the slightest indication of anything to disturb 
the calm serenity of its future, 

Returns from the following Chapters had not been 
received up to the morning of the Annual Convocation : 
St. James’, No. 46; Zeredatha, No. Ill, and Revelstoke, 
No. 128. 

The following is a statement of the moneys received 
from the Chapters during the year : 

CASH STATEMENT— GRAND SCRIBE E. 

Dr. 


From Chapters. — Certificates - $916 00 

Registration Fees 939 00 

Membership Dues 1865 05 

Dispensations 117 00 

Warrants 70 00 

Constitutions 132 40 

Sundries 66 95 

$4106 40 

Interest; Toronto General Trusts . 80 00 - 

Interest, Industrial School Bonds 680 00 

760 00 


Total $48 66 40 

1903. Ck. 

May 21 Grand Treasurer $400 00 

July 1 “ “ 40 00 

July 4 tl “ 300 00 

Sept. 29 * 4 “ 150 00 

Oct. 13 “ “ 150 00 

Dec. 11 “ “ 200 00 

Dec. 21 “ “ 400 00 

Dec. 31 <• “ 500 00 

1904. 

Jan. 1 “ “ 40 00 

Jan. 8 * 1 c ‘ 500 00 

Jan. 15 “ “ 1000 00 

Jan. 22 “ “ 506 00 

Jan. 22 “ “ . . .- 680 00 


$4866 40 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT, 31ST DECEMBER, 1903. 
RECEIPTS FROM CHAPTERS. 


1 Ant. Front. & Catqi. $ 23 70 


2 The Hiram 130 15 

3 St. John's 152 05 

4 St. And. & St. Jn’s. . 46 50 

5 St. George’s 57 00 

6 St. John’s 93 9 ° 

7 The Moira 31 00 

8 King Solomon’s .... 514° 

15 Wawanosh 73 2 5 

16 Carleton 47 10 

18 Oxford 32 40 

19 Mt. Moriah 30 75 

20 Mt. Horeb 31 50 

22 Grenville 25 90 

23 Ezra 52 5 ° 

24 Tecumseh 44 5° 

26 St. Mark’s 29 00 

27 Manitou 40 50 

28 Pentalpha 37 15 

29 McCallum 20 50 

30 Huron 19 25 

31 Pr. Edward 86 25 

32 Waterloo 54 25 

34 Signet 107 75 

35 Keystone 65 75 

36 Corinthian 29 00 

37 Victoria 47 4° 

40 Guelph 25 25 

41 Harris 20 00 ' 

44 Mt. Sinai 25 50 

45 Excelsior 53 45 

46 St. James’ 6 00 

47 Wellington 39 90 

48 St. John’s II 00 

50 Saugeen 9 50 I 

52 Pr. Rupert 80 75 

54 Palestine 71 40 

55 Niagara 23 70 

56 Georgian 44 75 

57 King Hiram 12 65 

58 Pembroke 15 50 

59 Sussex 46 25 

60 Doric 84 75 

61 Granite 25 50 

62 York 42 45 

63 Havelock 21 50 

64 Willson 23 00 

65 St. Paul’s 47 50 


66 

The Malloch . . . . 

19 80 

67 

Enterprise 

64 00 

68 

Maitland 

6 50 

69 

Grimsby 

42 40 

70 

Grand River 

• • 39 25 

7 1 

Pr. of Wales 

4 1 00 

72 

Keystone 

9 25 

73 

Erie 1 

20 50 

74 

Beaver 

2 75 

75 

St. Clair .... 

26 25 

76 

Mt. Nebo 

65 25 

77 

Occident 

124 75 

78 

Minnewawa 

24 75 

79 

Orient 

40 40 

80 

Ark 

39 00 

81 

Aylmer 

18 50 

82 

Shuniah 

39 25 

83 

Ionic 

15 20 

84 

Lebanon 

28 25 

86 

Macpherson 

• • • 30 95 

88 

MacNabb 

23 00 

90 

Golden 

32 75 

9 i 

Antiquity 

76 95 

94 

Midland 

75 °5 

95 

Tuscan 

■ 37 70 

98 

Vancouver 

57 75 

100 

St. Lawrence 

40 80 

101 

Corinthian 

14 25 

102 

Algonquin 

81 25 

103 

St. John’s 

37 65 

104 

White Oak 

19 50 

106 

Alberta 

34 25 

1 10 

Warkworth 

42 00 

112 

St. John’s 

12 60 

1 14 

Bonnechere 

30 00 

115 

Brant 

14 40 

116 

Maple 

35 00 

11 7 

Berlin 

20 25 

119 

King Cyrus 

31 5 ° 

120 

Kootenay 

10 00 

121 

Wascana 

7 40 

122 

Rossland 

16 00 

123 

Nelson 

6.; 15 

124 

Westminster 

15 25 

126 

Assiniboia . . . . 

33 20 

127 

Keystone 

24 75 

128 

Revelstoke 

13 80 

129 

Elliot 

24 75 
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130 Chantry 

14 

00 

U.D.King Edward . 

40 00 

13 1 Amabel 

19 

00 

“ Succoth 

52 00 

132 Leeds 


75 


— 

U.D.wSt. Francis 

.. 63 

00 


$4106 04 

“ King Darius 

• • 43 ' 

00 




Interest, Toronto General Trusts $80 00 

Interest, Industrial School Bonds 680 00 

760 00 


Total $4866 40 


Fraternally submitted. 

Geo. J. Bennett, 

Grand Scribe E. 
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REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER. 


Hugh Murray, Grand Treasurer, in Account with the 
Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Canada. 


190.T Dr. 

Jan. 27, To Balance, as per Statement at this date $4130 87 

May 27, “ Grand Scribe E 400 00 

July 4, “ “ . “ “ Interest, Toronto General Trusts 

Bonds. 40 00 

6, “ Grand Scribe E 300 00 

“ 29, “ “ “ “ Interest, Toronto Industrial School 

Bonds 340 00 

Sep. 30, “ Grand Scribe E 150 00 

Oct. 14, “ “ “ “ 150 00 

Dec. 12, “ “ “ “ 200 00 

12, “ “ “ “ Interest, Toronto Industrial School 

Bonds 340 00 

“ 22, “ Grand Scribe E 400 00 

1904. 

J an * 4) “ “ “ “ 500 00 

“ 4) “ “ “ “ Interest, Toronto General Trusts 

Bonds 40 00 

“ 9, “ Grand Scribe E 500 00 

16, “ “ “ “ 1000 00 

“ 23, “ “ “ “ 506 40 


$8997 27 


1903- Cr. 


Feb. By Order No. 1233, Grand Scribe E., Incidentals $ 

1234, Geo. J. Bennett, For. Correspondence 

Report 

1232,). H. Pritchard, Grand Janitor 

1235, Grand Scribe E., Advance Incidentals. . 

1219, Arch’d. Cooper, Benevolence 

1226, Mrs. W. Marriott “ 

" “ 1229, C. W. Smith, “ 

(‘ 1228, F. P. Gassion, “ 

1231, Mrs. Alex Findlay “ 

“ 1220, Mrs. G. Black, “ 

1 ^ 25 , James O’Connor, “ 

1214, Mrs. John Kennedy, “ 

1212, William Hawthorne, “ 

1240, Mrs. E. J. Thomas, “ 

1213, Mrs. Edment Hill, “ 

1230, Mrs. H. D. Fraser “ 

1223, Mrs. W. B. Wallace, “ 

1 21 1, Mrs. Jno. Munro, “ 

1221, Fred Mudge, “ 

1217, Miss Kerr, “ 

1222, Mrs. J. S. Baker, “ 


3i 50 

ICO DO 

5 00 

200 OO 
20 OO 

7 50 

20 OO 
25 OO 
15 OO 
IO OO 
25 OO 
IO 00 
25 OO 

10 60 
10 00 
5 00 
10 00 
10 co 
20 00 
5 00 
20 00 
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Feb. 


Mar.. 


Apl., 

< i 

May, 

June, 


July, 


Aug., 


< i 
i < 


Sept., 

< i 


Oct., 


By Order 1216, W. G. Coulter, Benevolence 

“ 1227, Mrs. P. Grant, “ 

“ 1218, Mrs. Vaux, . 

“ 1224, Mrs. Hugh Rankin, “ 

“ 1236, A. Kent, ft Sons, 

“ 1238, Miss Shaw, Engrossing 

“ 1239, D Henderson, Engrossing Warrants 

1241, The Jdunter Rose Co., Proceedings .... 
“ 1237, A. Shaw, Expenses attending Com 

1245, Grand Scribe E., Salary to 31st Mar . . . 

1244, Grand Treasurer, Salary to 31st Mar . . 

“ 1242, Rolph Smith & Co., Certificates 

“ 1215, Mrs. John Holman, Benevolence 

“ 1243, The Briggs Printing Co., “ 

“ 1250, R. F. Killakey, Furniture 

“ 1246, The Holmes Electric Co 

“ 1249, The Hunter Rose Co., Printing 

“ 1248, The Thomson Engraving Co., Dies, &c. 

“ 1247, Donald Bain & Co., Office fixtures 

1254, Grand Treasurer, Salary to 30th June. . . . 

1255, Grand Scribe E., Salary to 30th June . . 

1251, Grand Scribe E. , Rent 

“ 1253, B. Cairns, Electros 

1252, Rolph Smith & Co., Certificates 

“ 1271, Prank P. Gassion, Benevolence 

“ 1262, Arch’d. Cooper, “ 

“ 1276, E. Miller, Floral Decoration 

1257, Mrs. Edment Hill, Benevolence 

1272, C. W. Smith, “ 

“ 1259, Mrs. John Holman, “ 

1256, William Hawthorne, “ 

“ 1258, Mrs. John Kennedy, “ 

1274, Mrs. Alex Findlay, 

“ 1267, Mrs. Hugh Rankin, “ 

“ 1268, James O’Connor, “ 

1273, Mrs. tf* D. PVaser, “ 

“ 1275, Mrs. John Munro, “ 

“ 1263, Mrs. G. E. S. Black, “ 

1266, Mrs. Wallace, “ 

1260, Miss Kerr, “ 

“ 1265, Mrs. J. S. Baker, “ 

1269, Mrs. W. Marriott, “ 

“ 1264, P'rederick Mudge, “ , 

1270, Mrs. T. Grant, “ 

1277, American Security Co., Bonds of Grand 

Scribe E. and Grand Treasurer 

“ 1278, Mrs. E. J. Thomas, Benevolence 

1261, Mrs. Jane Vaux, “ 

“ 1279, Dominion Securities Corporation, De- 
benture 

1281, Grand Scribe E., Salary to 30th Sept. . . 
“ 1280, Grand Treasurer, “ “ 

“ 1283, Rolph Smith & Co., Certificates 

“ 1284, Malcolm Gibbs, Insurance 


20 00 
10 00 
5 00 
15 00 
33 90 
1 25 
12 co 
322 69 

3 75 

300 00 

25 00 
130 00 

10 00 

26 75 
30 00 

1 75 
181 25 

17 50 
17 35 
25 00 
300 00 
75 00 

4 30 
70 00 
25 00 
20 00 
15 00 
10 00 
20 00 
10 00 
25 co 
10 00 
15 00 
15 00 
25 00 

5 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 

5 00 
20 00 

7 5 ° 
20 00 
10 00 

15 00 
10 00 
5 00 

2496 70 
300 00 
25 00 
70 00 
3 95 
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Oct., By Order 
Dec., 


1904. 

Jan., 


11S2, D. Henderson, Engrossing Warrant . . 

1285, The Briggs Printing Co., Printing 

1286, The Briggs Printing Co., “ 

1287, Grand Z., Expenses 

1288 The Temple Building, Rent 

1289, Edith E. Shaw, Engrossing Testimonal 

1290, Henry Birks & Son, Tes timonial to 

Grand Z 

1292, The Grand Treasurer, Salary to 31st Doc 

1291, The Grand Scribe E., “ “ 

1293, Rolph Smith & Co., Certificates 

I2 95 > A. Shaw, Grand Z., Balance of Travel- 
ling Expenses 

1294, The Hunter Rose Co., Printing . 


4 00 

21 75 

3 50 

5 50 
75 00 
50 00 


250 00 
25 00 
300 00 
70 35 

1 16 27 

43 50 


$6*399 51 


Statement of Assets of Grand Chapter, 
25TH January, 1904. 


Bonds, Toronto General Trusts Company @ 4% $ 2,000 00 

Bonds, Toronto Industrial School @ 4%. 17,000 00 

Debentures, Town of Orillia No. 10, @ 4% 1,218 13 

Debentures, Town of Orillia No. 1 r , @ 4% 1,266 86 

Cash in Canadian Bank of Commerce 2 C07 76 


$24,082 75 

Canadian Bank of Commerce, 

Hamilton, 25th January, 1904. 

We hereby certify that the above named bonds and debentures are in 
the custody of the Bank for safe keeping, on account of Hugh Murray, 
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter, and that the balance of the credit 
of the said Hugh Murray, as Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter, on 
the books of the Bank, at the close o( business, at this date, is two thou- 
sand five hundred and ninety-seven dollars and seventy-six cents. 

D. R. Duncan, Manager . 

S. B. Parsons, Accountant . 

Fraternally submitted, 

Hugh Murray, 

Grand Treasurer. 

It was moved by M. E Comp. W. G. Reid, seconded 
by R. E. Comp. W. feoaf, and 

Resolved , — ThJl the Statements of the Grand Scribe E. and Grand 
Treasurer, for the year 1903, be received and referred to the Executive 
Committe, for audit and to report thereon at the present Convocation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED. 

A severe and what proved to be a general snow- 
storm occurred on the eve of the Annual Convocation, 
and many delegates, especially from the western portions 
of the jurisdiction, were unable to make connection ow- 
ing to the blockade of the railways. Numerous telegrams 
were received during the morning from Companions 
who intended to be present, but were thus disappointed. 
Among the letters received from those who were absent 
by reason of being abroad, or through illness, and from 
the cause above referred to, the following from the 
under-named Companions were read: M. E. Compan- 
ions J. Ross Robertson, J. E Harding, M. Walsh, R. E. 
Companions J. S. Dewar. D. F. MacMatt, J. W. Mor- 
gan, A. W. R. Markley, John McLaren, William Walker, 
T. W. Chappie, Robt. Magness, Dr. Wm. Caw, R. S. 
McGill, Geo. Wenino, W. IT. McFadden, V. E. Compan- 
ion Wm. O’Brien, etc. 


The Executive Committee presented the report on 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

R. E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Correspondence, presented the report 
of that committee, which, on motion of M. E. Comp. W. 
G. Reid, seconded by R E. Comp. W. Roaf, was received 
and ordered to be printed as an appendix to the Pro- 
ceedings. 


WARRANTS. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Principals and 
Officers of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

Your Committee on Warrants beg t<j report, that 
in view of the satisfactory progress made by St. Francis 
Chapter, Smith’s Falls; King Darius Chapter, Canning- 
ton; Succoth Chapter, Uxbridge, Ontario, which have 
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been working under dispensation, recommend that they 
now be granted warrants. 

And we also recommend, that the dispensation 
granted to King Edward Chapter, Neepawa, Manitoba, 
be continued . 

We are also pleased to note, that the warrant of 
Beaver Chapter, No. 74, Strathroy, Ont., which was sur- 
rendered in 1895, has been restored to them, and that 
they have again become an active working Chapter, and 
we endorse the action of the Most Excellent the Grand 
Z. in the matter. 


1 our committee would respectfully recommend that 
the $10.00 (ten dollars) statutory fee for duplicate war- 
rant received from King Cyrus Chapter, No. 119, 
Leamington, Ont., be refunded, they having sustained 
such a severe loss by fire. 


All of which is respectfully and fraternally sub- 
mitted, 


Geo. Moore, 

Chaii'man. 


It was moved by R. E. Comp. Geo. Moore, seconded 
by M. E. Comp. W. G. Reid, and 

Iiesolved ,— That the report of the Executive Committee on 
Warrants be received and adopted. 


BENEVOLENCE. 

To the Most Excellent Grand Z., Principals and Com- 
panions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of Canada: 

r lhe Committee on Benevolence has examined the 
applications for relief presented to it, and respectfully 
recommend that the following grants be made : 


Chapter No. 1 Widow of John Munroe $20 00 

2 Widow of Phillip J. Thomas 20 00 

3 Widow of Alex. Findlay 30 00 

3 Comp. William Hawthorne 50 00 

6 Widow of Edment Hill 20 00 
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“ 6 Widow of John Kennedy.. 

“ 6 Widow of John Holman 

‘ 1 16 Daughter of William Kerr. 

“ 24 Widow of John Yaux 

** 28 Comp. C. W. Smith 

“ 29 Comp. Arch. Cooper 

“ 29 Widow of G: E. S. Black. . . 

“ 35 Comp. Fred Mudge 

11 37 Widow of Jonas Baker. . . . 

11 37 Widow of W. B. Wallace.. 

11 44 Widow of Hugh Rankin... 

(( 44 Widow of Angus McLeod. . 

“ 52 Comp. ‘James O'Connor 

“ 54 Widow of William Marriott 

‘ 1 54 Widow of Peter Grant.... 

< < 77 Widow of Frank P. Gassion 


-0 00 
20 

±0 00 
10 00 
40 00 
40 00 
20 00 
40 00 
40 00 
20 00 
30 00 
30 00 
50 00 
20 00 
20 00 
30 00 


$580 00 


Fraternally submitted, 

Hugh Murray, 
Chairman , pro tem. 

It was moved by M. E. Comp W. G. Reid, seconded 
by M. E. Comp. Hugh Murray, and 

Resolved ,— That the report of the Executive Committee on 
Benevolence be received and adopted. 


CONDITION OF CAPITULAR MASONRY. 

To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Com- 
panions of the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

The Committee have had submitted to them for 
perusal and consideration the reports of the eighteen 
Grand' Superintendents to whom was committed the 
authority and duty of representing the Grand First 
Principal in their respective districts. 

It may be instructive to those taking an interest in 
the work of this Grand Chapter to state that it has under 
its jurisdiction some 108 Chapters, which, for purposes 
of supervision, are grouped into 18 districts, each having 
a Grand Superintendent presiding over it. Of these 
108 Chapters, 92 are in the province of Ontario, which 
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k divided into 14 districts ; 4 in the province of Mani- 
toba in one district; 4 in the district of Alberta in one 
district, and 8 in British Columbia in 2 districts. 

The jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter covers such 
an enormous portion of this great Dominion (from the 
Ottawa Diver to the Pacific coast) as to make it ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impossible, for the Grand First 
Principal to visit all the Chapters, or indeed the dis- 
tricts into which they have been constituted, and it is 
therefore of supreme importance that in these districts 
the Grand First Principal should be represented by able, 
conscientious and well-equipped Companions, so that 
the interests of the Royal Craft may be guarded and its 
progress along proper lines ensured. 

It may be thought that the number of Chapters 
assigned to each Superintendent is small, but it must be 
borne in mind that even in Ontario, Chapters are at 
much greater distances apart than are Craft Lodges, 
while in the west enormous distances separate some of 
them. The Grand Chapter is, therefore, under deep 
obligations to the Companions who undertake, as a labor 
of love, the arduous duties of Grand Superintendents. 

The eighteen Superintendents have all sent in their 
reports, which is very creditable to them, but it is to be 
regretted that some of the statistical tables, from which 
is ascertained the progress of the Chapters, on certain 
lines, do not accompany the reports. 

The Committee have risen from perusal and con- 
sideration of the reports of the Grand Superintendents 
with a feeling of satisfaction at the marked progress 
therein disclosed. The untiring efforts of the representa- 
tives of the Grand First Principal have evidently borne 
fruit, and Grand Chapter may be congratulated on the 
fine showing that the Chapters have made under the 
direction and supervision of these officers. 

Of the 92 Chapters in Ontario, 89 were inspected, 
leaving only three unvisited. In the province of Mani- 
toba only one Chapter was inspected. In Alberta three 
of the four Chapters were inspected, and in British Co- 
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lumbia seven out of eight were inspected. The Chapters 
uninspected are: 


41 

Harris 

Ingersoll, Ontario. 

84 

Lebanon 

. . . . Wingham. Ontario. 

110 

Warkworth. . . . 

. . . .AVarkw 7 orth, Ontario. 

111 

Zeredatha 

Morden, Manitoba. 

101 

Corinthian .... 

Boissevain, Manitoba. 

121 

AVascana 

Regina, N.W.T. 

128 

Revelstoke 

, . . . .Revelstoke, Brit. Col. 


It will be seen that 101 out of 108 Chapters on the 
roll were inspected, leaving only the seven above named 
to be specially commended to the care of the incoming 
Grand Superintendents. 

AVith respect to the Chapters in Manitoba, it may 
be said that one of them, Zeredatha, at Morden, seems 
to be in a dormant state. Another, Corinthian, although 
not inspected, is doing good work. There is another 
Chapter in Manitoba for which dispensation has been 
granted, but owing to its. hall not being completed, it 
has not yet been instituted. 

When the immensity of this jurisdiction is. consid- 
ered, the long distances the Chapters are apart is borne 
in mind, and the distance of travel remembered, your 
Committee are of opinion that the Grand Superintend- 
ents have performed their duties with a great deal of 
energy and care. 

The reports disclose the fact that the Chapters are 
singularly well officered, as in all the Chapters except 
three the presiding officers are reported as being capable 
of working the degrees. This is a most remarkable show- 
ing. 

Secretarial work is reported to be well performed 
in every district. This is extremely satisfactory, as in 
most cases a great deal of the prosperity and good work 
of a Chapter depends upon the business character of 
the work done by the Scribe E. The financial affairs 
of the Chapters are reported to be in a satisfactory con- 
dition, except in one or two instances. A further evi- 
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deuce of the good business management that generally 
prevails is afforded by the statements in the reports that 
JO out of the 108 Chapters carry full insurance. We 
ha\e thus recorded: (1) That the beautiful work is 
well done. ^ (2) That the business management is good; 
and (3) lliat the finances are easy. Given the above 
tliiee conditions, and the result must be prosperity and 
your Committee are therefore glad to be able to report 
that the Royal Craft throughout this immense jurisdic- 
tion is not only healthy, but even prosperous. 

I he numerical gain, as far as admissions are con- 
cerned, is very satisfactory ; some 915 have been received 
into the Royal Craft as against 748 last year. The sta- 
tistical tables disclose the following figures : Admis- 
sions, 915 ; joinings, 118; restorations, 30. Total gain, 
1,063. Suspensions N.P.D., 92; resignations, 147; 
deaths, 86. Total, 325. Showing a net gain in the 
membership of 738. The total membership of Grand 
Chapter at the end of the year was 7,676. The gain in 
numerical strength is q matter for congratulation, pro- 
vided the right class of men have been admitted. The 
character of the Royal Craft is so well established that 
it is rarely necessary to discipline a Companion. The 
record this year is no exception to the rule. Of the 
nearly 8,000 Royal Arch Masons in our jurisdiction not 
one gave cause of offence. It is of all things important 
that this creditable showing should be continued, which 
object can only be attained by careful inquiry into the 
character, standing in society, and habits of life of every 
applicant for admission; followed by an absolute exclu- 
sion of not only those found to be unworthy, but also of 
those about whose conduct and character there is a 
doubt or suspicion. 

The Committee have been surprised at the great num- 
ber of Companions who are in arrears for dues, and the 
seriously large amounts outstanding in several of the 
Chapters. There is no reason why this state of affairs 
should continue to exist, and the fact that the position 
is so serious is a reflection upon the standing of the Royal 
Craft. Chapters should not carry on their rolls, and pay 
dues to Grand Chanter for Companions who are able to 
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pay, but will not do so. Neither should Chapters sub- 
ject to suspension and reflection, those Companions who, 
in the providence of God, are reduced to penury, and 
therefore are unable to pay their dues. The remedy is 
careful enquiry into the facts of each case, followed by 
suspension of the Companion who is wilfully shirking 
his obligations, and instant remission to those Compan- 
ions who are in distressed circumstances or heavily af- 
flicted. 

Your Committee regret to have to report that Chap- 
ters of Instruction were held in only four of eighteen 
districts. This is a very unsatisfactory condition ot 
affairs. Even if the Companions in office are all well 
skilled and the work perfect, the omission to hold Chap- 
ters of Instruction is to be deplored, because these meet- 
ings bring the officers and Companions of a district m 
close touch with each other, and arouse a general inter- 
est, and there is a dignity and evidence of strength m 
large meetings that cannot fail to impress and benefit 
the Companions generally, and especially those who are 
young in office, or have yet to assume the responsibilities 
thereof The Committee would recommend to the incom- 
ing Grand Superintendents that Chapters of Instruction 
be held in every district, so that accurate work may be 
maintained, and innovations and carelessness prevented 
or rooted out.. 

The Committee deplore the death of the Grand 
Second Principal, Dr. D. H. Martyn, who was a tower of 
strength to the Royal Craft, and whose loss was severely 
felt in the Grand Council. 

The Committee congratulate the Grand Chapter on 
the energy and devotion to duty displayed by the Grand 
First Principal, who officially visited in no less than ten 
of the eighteen districts, in some of them more than once, 
and by his presence there stimulated life and interest, 
"iving also excellent counsel and instruction. The Grand 
Third Principal also visited the Companions on the Pa- 
cific coast, and the presence among them of this genial 
and important dignitary could not fail to be helpful and 
inspiring. 
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The Grand Superintendent of Kootenay, No. 18, 
calls attention to the difficulties he has experienced with 
respect to installation owing to the scarcity of First 
Principals. In two Chapters he could not install be- 
cause he was unable to obtain the assistance of two First 
Principals, and so the old First Principals had to remain 
in office. . The Grand Superintendent suggests that it 
would be well to give to his successor in this district the 
power of two Grand First Principals, as a stipendary 
magistrate is given the authority of two magistrates. 
This is a novel remedy, but it is doubtful for many rea- 
sons if it would be a practical one. It is to be hoped 
that the difficulty he has experienced will soon be 
removed. 

This Grand Superintendent complains that Com- 
panions in this jurisdiction who visit the sister jurisdic- 
tion in the State of Washington cannot obtain admission 
to the Chapters there unless they have the Past Master 
degree conferred upon them and pay a fee for the same. 
The Committee are of opinion that this is a question call- 
ing for inquiry in order that fraternal courtesy may be 
extended to our Companions visiting Chapters in the 
Washington jurisdiction, and, more important still, that 
it may be ascertained if it is the practice under the Grand 
jurisdiction of Washington to confer degrees upon Com- 
panions from this jurisdiction, exacting a fee for the 
same. 

The Committee notice with regret that there is no 
report from the Grand Superintendents as to the chari- 
ties of the different Chapters under their supervision. 
This can scarcely be wondered at, as there is no column 
in the statistical table showing the charities of the differ- 
ent Chapters. The Committee are of opinion that when 
fresh supplies of blanks are being printed a column 
should be added for “charity,” so that the contributions 
of Chapters for this noble purpose may be seen and ap- 
preciated. 

The Committee have been pleased to observe that 
the Most Excellent Master degree in its restored form 
has been worked in all the districts; that its beauties 
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have been recognized and approved, and that in no single 
instance has there been any expression of complaint 
with respect to its restoration. Thus the wisdom of 
Grand Chapter’s action at its last Convocation is amply 
vindicated, and what was the cause of a sharp difference 
of opinion has happily disappeared. 

In conclusion, the Committee, after carefully review- 
ing the information which has been placed at its disposal, 
have come to the conclusion that there is abundant cause 
for satisfaction in the present condition of Royal Arch 
Masonry. The continued increase in the number of ad- 
vancements, the excellent character of the material ad- 
mitted, the widespread accuracy of the work, the good 
business management and consequently easy financial 
position, are all evidences of vitality and energy. We 
must not, however, rest here; there are latent possibilties 
in our institution, which, if called into life, would make 
its future magnificent. It is not by its members speaking 
in a doubtful or half-hearted way about its progress that 
it can be made great and become the power for good it 
ought to be. If the Royal Craft is to be made great it 
will be by every member who has the privilege of belong- 
ing to it, speaking with confidence as to its glorious 
foundation, its teachings and its standing in this Domin- 
ion, by each of them bending his energies in the direction 
of bringing in those members of the symbolic lodges whose 
standing and manner of life entitles them to obtain that 
exalted degree which rounds off and completes the edu- 
cation conveyed in the sublime degree of a Master Mason. 

Fraternally Submitted, 

Aubrey White, 

Chairman. 


It was moved by R. E. Comp. Aubrey White, second- 
ed by R. E. Comp. W. Roaf, and 

Resolved , — That the report of the Executive Committee on the Con- 
dition of Capitular Masonry be received and adopted. 
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AUDIT AND FINANCE. 

To the M. E. the Grand Z. and the Grand Chapter of 

Canada: 

Your Committee on Audit and Finance beg leave to 
report as follows : That we have examined the books and 
vouchers of the Grand Scribe E. and Grand Treasurer, 
and find that they agree accurately with the bank’s cer- 
tified statement up to Dec. 31st, 1903. The following is 
a statement of receipts and disbursements for the past 
year : 

Receipts. 

To Balance on hand Dec. 31st, 1902 $4130 87 

Certificates 916 00 

Registration Fees 939 00 

Membership Dues 1865 05 

Dispensations 117 00 

Warrants 70 00 

Constitutions 132 40 

Sundries 66 95 

Interest, Toronto General Trusts 80 00 

Interest, Industrial School Bonds 680 00 

$8997 27 

Disbursements. 

Orders on Benevolence $595 00 

Salary, Grand Scribe E 1200 00 

Salary, Grand Treasurer 100 00 

Foreign Correspondence 100 00 

Rent, Temple Building 150 00 

The Hunter Rose Co., Proceedings, etc 322 69 

The Hunter Rose Co., Constitutions 181 25 

Briggs Printing Co 25 25 

Briggs Printing Co 26 75 

The Hunter Rose Co., Ceremonies 43 50 

Rolph Smith & Co., Certificates 340 35 

Engrossing Warrants, D. Henderson 16 00 

Engrossing Resolution of Condolence 1 25 

Kent & Co., Regalia and Supplies 33 90 

Holmes Electric Co 1 75 

Thomson Engraving Co 17 50 

E. Millar, Floral Design 15 00 

Insurance 3 95 

Engrossing Address to Past Grand Z 50 00 

Testimonial to Past Grand Z., Birks & Sons .... 250 00 
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Grand Z., Travelling Expenses 125 52 

Incidentals, G. S. E 231 50 

Guarantee Bonds 15 00 

IX Bain & Co., Office Fixtures 17 35 

B. Cairns, Electros 4 30 

Dominion Securities Corp'n, Debentures 2496 70 

Grand Janitor 5 00 

Furniture 30 00 


Total Disbursements 6399 51 

Balance on hand, Bank of Commerce 2597 76 


$8997 27 

Assets. 

Bonds, Toronto General Trusts $2,000 00 

Bonds, Toronto Industrial School 17,000 00 

Debentures, Town of Orillia 1,218 13 

Debentures, Town of Orillia 1,266 86 

Balance, Bank of Commerce 2,597 76 

$24,082 75 

Liabilities. 

Benevolence $580 00 

Foreign Correspondence 100 00 

Incidentals, 1904 275 00 

Balance, 1903 73 25 

$1,028 25 


Your Committee are pleased to notice in the Grand 
Treasurer's statement that the sum of $2,484.99 has been 
invested in such good security, viz. ; Debentures of the 
Town of Orillia, guaranteed by the County of Simcoe 
and bearing interest at 4 per cent, per annum. We are 
further pleased to observe the great financial progress 
made by Grand Chapter during the past year. 

There cannot be any question as to the propriety of 
complimenting the Grand Scribe E. and the Grand 
Treasurer upon the accuracy and neatness in which their 
boohs are kept. Grand Chapter is to be congratulated 
on possessing two such efficient and painstaking officers. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. A. MacKay, 

Acting Chairman. 

Moved by R. E. Comp. W. A. MacKay, seconded by 
M. E. Comp. AY. G. Reid, and 

Eesolvpd , — That the report of the Executive Committee on 
Audit and Finance be received and adopted. 
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GRAND Z.’S ADDRESS. 

To the Most Excellent Grand Z Officers and Compan- 
ions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 

of Canada: 

The Executive Committee beg leave to present the 
following report on the address of the M. E. the Grand 
First Principal. 

The Committee have much pleasure in congratulat- 
ing Grand Chapter upon the phenomenal growth in 
membership and upon the improved financial standing 
of the Royal Craft. 

Much credit for the advance made during the year 
just closed is due to the care and attention given to the 
affairs of Royal Arch Masonry by the Most Excellent 
Grand Z. and the Executive. 

The Committee laments the deaths of eminent crafts- 
men in this and sister jurisdictions, and joins the Grand 
Z. in the warmest thanks to those Companions in an 
adjoining jurisdiction for kindness and sympathy ex- 
tended to the Grand Second Principal of this Grand 
Chapter while he was seeking for health far from home, 
and recommends that memorial pages in the Proceedings 
of Grand Chapter be erected to the memory of M. E. 
Companion J. J. Mason and R. E. Companions DeWitt 
H. Martyn, John Creasor, W. G. Coulter, and Y. E. Com- 
panion Senator Lachlan McCallum. 

The Committee heartily approves of the conclusion 
arrived at by the M. E. the Grand Z. on the question of 
jurisdiction referred to in his address. 

No question is more jealously guarded and none has 
been more prolific of dissensions than the conferring of 
degrees upon brethren who are clearly the material of 
another Grand body. It is a universal Masonic law that 
each sovereign body has absolute control over all the 
residents within its jurisdiction; that being the case, it 
is the part of wisdom never to infringe on this recog- 
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nized law, and never to seek for any cause whatever of 
a waiver of jurisdiction. 

The Committee are of opinion that correctness in 
the esoteric work of the degrees is of prime importance, 
and recommend that the M. E. the Grand First Principal 
call to his counsel such' eminent Companions as in his 
wisdom he shall select, and that he shall authoritatively 
give such decisions thereon as shall secure uniformity. 

The Committee has carefully considered the address 
referred to them, in all its details, and heartily approves 
of same, and again congratulates Grand Chapter upon 
its success, and upon having at its head a Most Excellent 
Companion, zealous and capable, and who has endeared 
himself not only to the members of Grand Chapter, but 
to all Companions throughout the jurisdiction. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. G. Reid, 

Chairman. 

It was moved by M. E. Comp. W. G. Reid, seconded 
by M. E. Comp. Hugh Murray, and 

Resolved . — That the report of the Executive Committee on 
the Address of the M. E. Grand Z. be received and adopted. _ 

TESTIMONIAL TO M. E. COMP. WM. GIBSON. 

At last annual Convocation the M. E. the Grand Z. r 
acting on a resolution unanimously passed by Grand 
Chapter, appointed R. E. Comp. DeWitt H. Martyn, 
Grand H. ; M. E. Comp. Hugh Murray, P.G.Z., and R. 
E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, Grand Scribe E., a committee 
to procure for M. E. Comp. William Gibson, Past Grand 
Z., a fitting testimonial in recognition of his services in 
the capacity of a member of the Grand Council and 
Grand First Principal for the previous two years. Be- 
fore arrangements had been effected R. E. Comp. Martyn 
was summoned by a merciful Father to receive his heav- 
enly reward, and a few months later the remaining mem- 
bers of the committee were enabled to carry out the ex- 
pressed wish of Grand Chapter. The occasion was Ihe 
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annual reunion of St. John's Chapter, No. 6, at Hamil- 
ton, the mother Chapter of the distinguished Companion 
whom Grand Chapter delighted to honor. There was a 
notable gathering of the Royal Craft, and many visitors 
were present from Toronto and other Masonic centres. # 

The Past Principals selected to preside on the occa- 
sion were : R. E. Comps. Hon. J. M. Gibson as Z ., Donald 
McPhie as H., and M. E. Comp. Hon. Wm. Gibson as J. 
Twenty-seven years previously the same three Compan- 
ions presided over the Chapter in the same positions, but 
in an actual capacity. 

M. E. Companion Shaw, Grand Z., introduced the 
members of the committee, making deserved compliment- 
ary reference to the object of their mission. A massive 
silver tureen, tray and other pieces were then presented 
to the worthy Past Grand First Principal, and M. E. 
Companion Hugh Murray, on behalf of the committee 
and Grand Chapter, read the following address, which 
was equisitely engrossed and illuminated and finished in 
morocco-bound covers. M. E. Companion Gibson made 
a feeling and eloquent reply. 

"lo Most Excellent Companion William Gibson, East Grand Z. 

of the Grand Chapter of Eoyal Arch Masons of Canada: 

“Most Excellent Sir and Companion, — At its last Convoca- 
tion, upon your retiring from the office of Grand First Principal 
of Grand Chapter, your Companions decided to mark the esteem 
in which you are held, and to acknowledge, however inadequately, 
the services rendered by you to the Eoyal Craft, by the presenta- 
tion of a suitable testimonial. 

“In presenting for your acceptance this set of silver, Grand 
Chapter accompanies it witn the assurance that you retire from 
the highest office in Capitular Masonry with the love and admira- 
tion of every member of the Order. The courtesy shown by you 
upon all occasions, in your intercourse with individual Compan- 
ions, and subordinate Chapters, was equalled only by the kind and 
considerate manner in which you presided over the annual Convo- 
cations of the supreme body. 

“Kind and courteous always, yet with dignity and firmness 
you ruled Grand Chapter, giving the greatest ‘latitude in debate 
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consistent with the prompt discharge of business, and bringing to 
the consideration of every question cautious care and mature de- 
liberation. 

‘ ‘ It must be gratifying to you to know that the term of two 
•years, during which you have presided over Grand Chapter, was 
the most successful in its history. In no other term of similar 
length was the number of initiates so large, or the financial affairs 
in so satisfactory a condition. 

‘ 1 The testimonial now presented to you is not to be under- 
stood by you, Most Excellent Sir, as a consent to your withdrawal 
from active participation in the affairs of this branch of Masonry, 
but is intended as a mark of the love which your brethren have 
for you personally, and as a recognition of the zealous service 
which you have rendered to Royal Arch Masonry. 

“Your Companions hope to retain for very many years the 
advantage of your experience and sound common sense, and may 
He, without Whose divine approval all mundane gifts are value- 
less, keep every shadow of evil from the roof that shelters your- 
self and your loved ones, and cement this day between us an 
everlasting bond of affection which shall cease here only to be re- 
newed within the Celestial VeiL” 

Signed on behalf of Grand Chapter. 

Hugh Murray, P.G.Z., Grand Treasurer. 

George J. Bennett, Grand Scribe E. 

Hamilton, Dee. 10, 1903. Committee. 


COMMITTEE ON BENEVOLENCE. 

It was moved by R. E. Comp. G. J. Bennett, second- 
ed by R. E. Comp AVm. Roaf, and 

Resolved , — That R. E. Comp. J. S. Dewar, London, be continued 
a member of the Committee on Benevolence for the term of three years. 


The motion being put to Grand Chapter, it was de- 
clared carried unanimously. 

The following Companions comprise the Committee 
on Benevolence, and are members of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Grand Chapter for their respective terms: 

R. E. Comp. J. B. Nixon, Toronto, retires in 1905 
M. E. Comp. J. E. Harding, Lindsay, 1 1 1906 

R. E. Comp.,J. S. Dewar, London, “ 1907 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The election of officers was then proceeded with. 
The M. E. the Grand Z. having appointed R. E. Comps. 
J. B. Nixon, J. D. McIntosh and Ed. Worth scrutineers 
of the ballot, the results of the elections were declared 
as follows : 

M. E. Comp. Abraham Shaw, Kingston, Grand Z. 

R. E. Comp. William Roaf, ICC., Toronto, Grand H. 

R. E. Comp. John Leslie, Winnipeg, Grand J. 

Grand Chapter was then called off for the space of 
fifteen minutes to enable the districts to select their 
Grand Superintendents for the ensuing year. 

Grand Chapter resumed labor, when the following 
nominations were submitted to the M. E. the Grand Z., 
who was pleased to approve in each case, and the selec- 
tions were confirmed. 

GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Ex. Comp, 


V. 

R. 


V. 

V. 

V. 


. Robert H. Revel), Windsor, 

St. Clair Dist. 

No. 1 

J. B. Simpson, Sarnia, 

London “ 

“ 2 

M. McCormack, Brantford, 

Wilson “ 

“ 3 

Henry Mahoney, Guelph, 

Wellington “ 

“ 4 

Geo. Sitzer, Milton, 

Hamilton “ 

“ 5 

R. J. Cooper, M.D., Seaforth, 

Huron “ 

“ 6 

J. C. Eccles, Dunnville, 

Niagara “ 

“ 7 

Henry T. Smith, Toronto, 

Toronto “ 

“ 8 

W. J. Hallett, Barrie, 

Georgian “ 

“ 9 

John M. Shaw, M.D., Keene, 

Ontario “ 

‘ 10 

J. A. Phillips, Belleville, 

Pr. Edward “ 

“ 11 

W. K. Farlinger, Morrisburg, 

St. Lawrence 

“ 12 

Robt. Dodds, Almonte, 

Ottawa 

“ 13 

Richd. Roberts, Garden River, 

Algoma “ 

“ 14 

W. Braden, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba “ 

“ 15 

J. W. Prescott, Vancouver, 

British Col. “ 

“ 16 

E. L. Becker, Medicine Hat, 

Alberta “ 

“ 17 

Rev. C. A. Procunier, Revelstoke, Kootenay “ 

“ 18 


The election of Grand officers was then resumed, 
with the following results : 


R. E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, Toronto, 
V. “ “ William Hay, Renfrew, 

M. “ “ Hugh Murray, Hamilton, 

“ “ Oliver Ellwood, London, 

V. “ “ W. j. A. Lake, Toronto, 

“ J. II. Pritchard, Toronto, 


Grand Scribe E. 
Grand Scribe N. 
Grand Treasurer. 
Grand Prin. Sojr. 
Grand Registrar. 
Grand Janitor. 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


The following Companions were elected members of 
the Executive Committee for the ensuing year: 


R. E. Comp. Aubrey White, Toronto. 

“ “ George Moore, Hamilton. 

“ “ James Bicknell, Toronto. 

“ “ J. Earl Halliwell, Stirling. 

“ “ W. S. R. Murch, Kingston. 


NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 

Toronto, Kingston and Niagara Falls were put in 
nomination for the next annual convocation. Toronto 
was declared to be the choice of Grand Chapter by a 
large majority. 


VOTE OF THANKS. 

It was moved by R. E. Comp. Halliwell, seconded 
by R. E. Comp. Leslie, and 

Resolved , — That the cordial thanks of this Grand Chapter are 
due and are hereby tendered to the Toronto Masonic Hall Trust 
for the use of the rooms, and to the Companions of the Toronto 
Chapters, for their kindly attention and fraternal reception of 
the officers and members of Grand Chapter, as well as for the 
arrangements made for the Forty-Sixth Annual Convocation of 
this Grand Body. 


NOTICE OF MOTION. 

The following notice of an amendment to the Con- 
stitution was received from R. E. Companion D. F. 
MacWatt. 

That at next annual Convocation he would move 
that Section 15 of the Constitution be amended by add- 
ing after the word “ officers ” in the eleventh line the 
following: 4 'The five Companions nominated for the 
Executive Committee who obtain the highest number of 
votes cast in the ballot shall be declared duly elected. 
Each Companion shall vote for five nominated Compan- 
ions, otherwise his ballot shall be void.” 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 

M. E. Comp. A. Shaw, Grand Z., assisted by M. E. 
Comp. W. G. Reid, then proceeded with the installation 
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and investiture of the newly elected officers of Grand 
Chapter, who were proclaimed and saluted with the usual 
honors. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS. 


The following Companions were subsequently appointed 
by the M. E. the Grand Z. to office in Grand Chapter : 


K. 


E. Comp. William Rankin, Napanee, 

“ “ Arch. McLaren, Winnipeg, 

“ “ J. B. Nixon, Toronto, 

“ “ Wm. Dawson, Parkhill, 

“ ‘ k Geo. Massey, Chatham, 

“ “ Rich’d. Bunt, Kingston, 

“ “ John Mac Kay, Renfrew, 

“ “ Fred W. Harcourt, Toronto. 

“ “ Thos. Smith, Hamilton, 

“ “ Thos. Dowell, Brockville, 

“ “ John Drew, Toronto, 

(i “ W. H. Garrioch, Ottawa, 

“ “ W. A. Wilson, London, 

“ “ William Fisher, Harriston, 

“ “ F. H. Lee, Southampton, 

“ “ D. Ross, Welland, 

“ “ J. T. Lovell, North Bay, 

‘ J “ W. J. Noble, Port Hope, 

“ “ W. H. Demuth, Port Arthur, 

“ “ F. M. Cowperthwaite, Vancouver, 

Geo. T. Bragg, Edmonton, 

“ “ W. B. Tomlinson, Simcoe, 


Grand Senior Sojourner 
“ Junior “ 

“ Lecturer 

“ Sword Bearer 
“ Master of 1st Veil 
“ Master of 2nd Veil 
“ Master of 3rd Veil 
“ Master of 4th Veil 
“ Standard Bearer 
“ Dir. of Ceremonies 
“ Organist 
“ Pursuivant 
“ Steward 

.< «c 

(( u 

U (( 

(« (( 

« « ( ( 

it (« 

( ( ( ( 

Cl cc 


The M. E. Grand Z. further appointed the following un- 
dermentioned Companions on the Executive Committee for 
the year : 


R. E. Comp. Wm. Forbes Grimsby 

“ “ D. F. Mac Watt Sarnia 

“ “ W. T. Toner Collingwood 

“ “ D. H. McIntosh Carleton Place 

“ “ Wm. Walker Toronto 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


The labors of Grand Chapter being ended, it was closed 
in at 6.30 p.m. 




Toronto, January 27th, 1904. 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


No. 77. 

No. 1. 

No. 3. 

No. 5. 

No. 6. 

No. 7. 
No. 8. 

No. 28. 
No. 30. 
No. 32. 
No. 37. 

No. 47. 

No. 48. 
No. 53. 

No. 54. 
No. 59. 

No. GO. 
No. 73. 

No. 79. 


SUSPENSION, U. M. C. ' 

Wm. J. Damp. 

SUSPENSIONS, N. P. D. 

James Ross. 

F. E. Davis, W. J. Johnstone, T. W. Routledge, A. Seba- 
bocker, F. Shapland, F. L. Wood, W. H. L. Ben- 
nett, A. H. Gammon, H. Gould, M. Procunier, B. 
C. Thomas, J. W. Wallace. 

J. W. Butler, C. A. Cline, C. Blythe, Wm. Cameron, J. 
R. Hammond, E. Blanchard, R. Black, S. F. Law- 
rason, W. McCoombs. 

W. R. Davis, J. T. Greenaway, IT. C. Gwynn, W. J. Hall, 
J. McNichol, D. F. Patton. 

Lemuel Edwards, Jas. Whitton. 

Chas. Brown, Joseph Taylor, Edward Murphy, A. E. 
Kennedy, A. Weiser, D. C. Smillie, Angus McBean, 
Robt. Hutton, Jas. Thurston. 

Chas.. Williamson. 

William Latham. 

Wm. Baird, A. Hawk, J. Y. Landrith, E. J. Wilkins. 

II. C. Brindrith, L. H. Wilson, A. A. Adams, W. U. Run- 
nails, C. D. O’Brien, E. J. Millson. 

L. F. Wilson, W. H. Bradley, J. H. Armstrong, D. W. B. 
Spry. 

C. H. Bowen. 

John McDonald, A. E .Fitzgerald, Robt. Palmer, C. E. 
K ester. 

Thos. Wilson, J. Deyell. 

J. L. Carnegie, Thos. Berney, G. A. Allen, W. L. Mc- 
Kenzie, W. L. Perkins, A. H. Swarts, Sam Prich- 
ard, C. R. McWilliams, G. Austin. 

T. C. Bruce. 

Jas. Thompson, W. E. Smith, John Stalker, Andrew Ken- 
nedy. 

Jas. Bailie. 
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No. 91. Telfer J. Norman, John Sheridan. 

No. 95. Wm. Ramsay, F. A. Lucas. 

No. 100. Fred Kuhn, Wm. Simpson, D. W. Ross, J. H. Todd. 

No. 113. R. T. Nicholson. 

No. 116. Thos. Fraser, John C. McNie. 

No. 123. G. L. Lennox. R. S. Kinghorn. 

RESTORATIONS. 

No. 2. W. S. Dodds. 

No. 3. C. C. Gibson, C. J. Mills, M. Baldwin. 

No. 5. Wilson Armitage. 

No. 6. H. O. Sontag, J. H. Wynn. 

No. 8. Hugh Wilson. 

No. 16. D. N. McDonald. 

No. 19. Arthur Clement, Wm. Campbell. 

No. 22. Walter Hatley. 

No. 24. N. L. Lorimer. 

No. 48. W. H. Davidson. 

No. 52. Jas. T. Black, J. S. Hewson, Jas. Haddock, J. T. Hurst. 
No. 66. F. G. Neelin. 

No. 67. John Connell. 

No. 70. Wellington B. Gunter. 

No. 71. Marwood Barrett, Samuel L. Lavvlor, Horatio Y. Picker- 
ing. 

No. 76. Percy Lyon. 

No. 77. Herb. Prior. 

No. 80. Fletcher Shaw. 

No. 91. J. B. Hannah. 

No. 103. H. A. West. 






M. EX. COMPANION 

JOHN J. MASON 

Past Grand Z. 

DIED 15th JUNE, 1903 

HAMILTON 


2SR8S 


R. EX. COMPANION 

DeWitt H.Martyn,M.D. 

Grand H. 

DIED 19th JULY, 1903 

KINCARDINE 


J 5 2 



R. EX. COMPANION 

John Creasor, K.C. 

Past Grand Superintendent 

DIED 10th MARCH, 1903 

OWEN SOUND 




R. EX. COMPANION 

John M. Clement 

Past Grand Superintendent 

DIED 24th APRIL, 1903 

NIAGARA 


r 54 





R. EX. COMPANION 

William G. Coulter 

Past Grand Superintendent 

DIED 20th FEBRUARY, 1903 

PORT HOPE 




I 55 


i 


V. EX. COMPANION 

HON. LACHLAN McCALLUM 

Past Grand Sword Bearer 

DIED 13th JANUARY, 1903 

DUNNVILLE 


2S3R8S 


j 5<5 


.1 

Qu: 

£\ 

u 

i , 

2 I 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

15 

16 

18 

19 

19 

19 

24 

26 

26 

27 


IDeatbs 



nes Shannon 8th August, 1903 .... 

as. Vosper 5 th August, 1903 

;eph Hook 4*h January, 1903 

idrew McCormack 27th September, 1903 

ms. E. Vanburg $th March, 1903 

5 eph Tomlinson 1st December, 1903 

Schnaitzer 128th April, 1903 . . . . 

. Waterman 15th July, 1903 

Waterman iSthJuly, 1903 

illiam Pearce 12th March, 1903 . 

mes C. Taylor 28th March, 1903 

J. Mason 15th June, 1903 

M. Oliver 21st September, 1903 

'm. Clear 26th October, 1903 .. 

r m. Forrest 13th August, 1903. . . . 

r m. Docter 5th January, 1903 

onald Urquhart 17th December, 1903 

>hn D. King i December, 1902 

,s. A. Sloan 1st June, 1903 

ichd. Hueston 21st July, 1903 


>hn Patton 7th January, 1903 

ic "N 


is. Norris nth June, 1903 

orrnan Perks 17th September, 1903 

[. J. Cole 17th February, 1903. 

eo. White list April, 1903 

)hn A. Graham ,22nd November, 1903 

,ucius S. Oille . . . 

[. A. Lindsay .... 

!has. Bevvs 

lenry W. Day .... 
leo. B. Bleecker . 

V. R. Anderson . , 

.achlan McCallum 

'hos. Turner 

V T m. Hutchinson . 

ohn Parry 

j. T. Naftel ... 


5th August, 1903. 

17th September, 1903 . 

14th July, 1903 

nth January, 1903 . 

10th July, 1903 

24th November, 1903 , 
13th January, 1903 . . 

26th July, 1903 

19th September, 1903 
18th November, 1903 
14th November, 1903 

N. Gilbert 22nd September, 1903 

ieo. W. Hall 3rd July, 1903 

ohn Fanning 22nd November, 1903 

3eo. Reading 26th December, 1903 

,Vm. G. Coulter 20th February, 1903.. 

3. R. Bruce 16th February, 1903.. 


*57 


Deaths 


o d. 
oJ5 


NAMES. 


40 

44 

52 

52 

52 

52 

53 

54 
54 

54 

55 

56 

57 

61 

62 

63 

69 

70 

76 

77 


James Innes 
Thos. E. Anderson 

W. R. Brown 

H. McKittrick 

W. J. Neilson . . . . 

J. A. Carley 

Oliver Simmons 
II. A. McIntyre . . 

F. Cantello 

J. Yorker 

Jno. M. Clement .. 

John Creasor 

J. Barnhardt 

Jas. A. Scott 

Jas. E. Hopkings . . . 
DeWitt H. Martyn 

J. J. Mason 

Samuel Bridgland . . 

Jas. McGarry 

Sam. E. Guest 


79 G. G. Gillean. 


16th July, 1903 

25th July, 1903 

February, 1903 

December, 1903 

December, 1903 

July, J903 

nth November, 1903 
10th January, 1903 . . . 

29th April, 1903 

2 1st November, 1903 

24th April, 1903 

10th March, 1903 

16th April, 1903 
13th February, 1903 . . 

November, 1903 

19th July, 1903 

15th June, 1903 

6th May, 1903 

13th August, 1903 
2nd May, 1903 


79 

79 

80 

81 
81 
88 

95 

100 

101 

102 
102 
106 
106 

IIO 

I 10 
116 

119 

I 2 1 
1 2 1 
122 
122 
126 


Thos. B. Taylor 30th April, 1903 . . . 

R. A. Hunter 18th May, 1903 

T. M. White 27th February, 1903 

Thos. Arnold July, 1903 

Wm. McDonald December, 1903 

1st Febrdary, 1903 
1 2th March, 1903 . . . 
September, 1903 . . . 
29th August, 1903... 
5th February, 1903 . . . 

10th July, 1903 

9th February, 1903 


John II. McVean 

Hugh Kerr 

G. W. Baker .... 

Geo. C. Hill ... 

T. J. McCort 

Edw’d Biggings.. 

John P. de Sousa. 

Tom Brindle 18th December, 1903 

R. P. Hurlbut 22nd October, 1903 . . 

Chas. Loutitt 

Robt. Story 6th May, 1903 

Philip H. Martin 25th November, 1903 

Martin Kennedy 2nd April, 1903 

William Maclvor 9th April, 1903 

Wm. R. Jean 17th January, 1903 .. 

Fred’k Burrough [uly, 1903 

Geo. Noble 29th November, 1903 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


R. E. Comp. William Roaf, K.C., Toronto, President. 
BY VIRTUE OF OFFICE. 


M. E. Comp. Donald Ross 




( c 

“ “ Robert Hendry, Jr 




(( 

“ “ J. Ross Robertson 




( ( 

“ “ j. E. Harding 




( ( 

“ “ M. Walsh 




(( 

“ “ W. G. Reid 



. Hamilton 

( ( 

“ “ Wm. Gibson 



Beamsville 


“ “ Henry Robertson 


, Collingwood 

• < 

“ “ Kivas Tully 




< i 

“ “ Hugh Murray 



. Hamilton 

R. 

“ “ John Leslie 



. Winnipeg 


GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS. 



R. Ex. Comp. Robert H. Revell, Windsor, 

St. Clair Dist. No. 1 

c < 

“ J. B. Simpson, Sarnia, 

London 

<< 

“ 2 

(< 

“ M. McCormack, Brantford, 

Wilson 

< < 


“ 

“ Henry Mahoney, Guelph, 

Wellington 

“ 

“ 4 

< ( 

“ Geo. Sitzer, Milton, 

Hamilton 

“ 

“ 5 

( c 

“ R. J. Cooper, M.D., Seaforth, 

Huron 

< < 

“ 6 


“ J. C. Eccles, Dunnville, 

Niagara 

< < 

“ 7 


“ Henry T. Smith, Toronto, 

Toronto 


“ 8 

(( 

“ W. J. Hallett, Barrie, 

Georgian 

“ 

“ 9 

(C 

“ John M. Shaw, M.D., Keene, 

Ontario 

“ 

‘ 10 

( ( 

“ J. A. Phillips, Belleville, 

Pr. Edward 

u 

“ 11 

( ( 

“ W. K. Farlinger, Morrisburg, 

St. Lawrence 

“ 12 

(( 

“ Robt. Dodds, Almonte, 

Ottawa 

( < 

“ 13 


“ Richd. Roberts, Garden River, 

Algoma 

“ 

“ 14 

“ 

“ W. Braden, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba 

( ( 

“ 15 


“ J. W. Prescott, Vancouver, 

British Col. 

( ( 

“ 16 

“ 

“ E. L. Becker, Medicine Hat, 

Alberta 

(( 

“ 17 

( ( 

“ Rev. C. A. Procunier, Revelstoke, Kootenay 

( ( 

“ 18- 


EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS. 


R. E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, Toronto, Grand Scribe E. 

“ William Hay, Renfrew, Grand Scribe N. 


ELECTED BY GRAND CHAPTER. 


R. E. Comp. Aubrey White, Toronto. 

“ “ George Moore, Hamilton. 

“ “ James Bicknell, Toronto. 

“ “ J. Earl Halliwell, Stirling. 

“ “ W. S. R. Murch, ....Kingston. 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA. 


APPOINTED BY GRAND Z. 


R. E. Comp. Wm. Forbes Grimsby 

“ D. F. Mac Watt Sarnia 

“ “ W. T. Toner Collingvvood 

“ R. H. McIntosh Carleton Place 

“ “ Wm. Walker Toronto 


SUBCOMMITTEES. 

GRAND Z’S ADDRESS. 

M. E. Comps. Hugh Murray, Chairman ; J. Ross Robertson, J. E. 
Ilarding, R. Hendry, Jr., Kivas Tully, Donald Ross, II. Robertson, 
M. Walsh, W. G. Reid and Wm. Gibson. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

M. E. Comp. J. E. Harding, Chairman ; R. E. Comps. J. S. Dewar 
and J. B. Nixon. 

AUDIT AND FINANCE. 

R. E Comps. William Walker, Chairman ; R. E. Cooper, J. B. Simp' 
son, J. C. Eccles, Ja. Philips, H. T. Smith, W. Braden, J. W. Prescott. 

GRIEVENCES AND APPEALS. 

R. Ex. Comps. D. F. MacWatt, Chairman ; J. Earl Haliwell, W. S, 
R. Murch, Jas. Bicknell, Geo. Sitzer, W. J. Hallett. 

WARRANTS. 

R. E. Comps. Geo. Moore, Chairman ; R. II. Revell, M. McCormack, 
H. Mahony, C. A. Procunier, J. M. Shaw, W. K. Farlinger, Robert 
Dodds, R. Roberts, E. L. Becker. 

CONDITION OF CAPITULAR MASONRY. 

R. E. Comps. Aubrey White, Chairman ; R. H. McIntosh, Wm. 
Hay, W. T. Toner, John Leslie, Wm. Forbes. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

R. E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett. 


LIST OF CHAPTERS— BY DISTRICTS. 


ST. CLAIR DISTRICT, NO. I. 

Grand Superintendent— R. E. Comp. Robert H. Revell, Windsor. 


No. 47, Wellington Chatham 

“ 71, Pr. of Wales. Amherstburg 

“ 73, Erie Ridgetown 


No. 80, Ark Windsor 

“ 88, Macnabb .. ...Dresden 
“ 1 19, King Cyrus ..Leamington 


LONDON DISTRICT, NO. 2. 

Grand Superintendent— R. E. Comp. J. B. Simpson, Sarnia. 


No. 3, St. John’s London 

“ 5, St. George’s London 

“ 15, Wawanosh Sarnia 

“ 53, Bruce Petrolia 


No. 54, Palestine St. Thomas 

“ 74, Beaver Strathroy 

“ 81, Aylmer Aylmer 

“ 87, Minnewawa . . . . Parkhill 
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WILSON DISTRICT, NO. 3. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. M. McCormack, Brantford. 

No. 18, Oxford Woodstock No. 41, Harris Ingersoll 

“ 20, Mount I Ioreb. .. Brantford “ 115, Brant Paris 

“ 23, Ezra Simcoe 


WELLINGTON DISTRICT, NO. 4. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Henry Mahoney, Guelph. 

No. 32, Waterloo Galt No. 83, Ionic Orangeville 

“ 40, Guelph Guelph “ 117, Berlin Berlin 

“ 67, Enterprise Harriston 


HAMILTON DISTRICT, NO. 5. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Geo. Sitzer, Milton. 

No. 2, The Hiram ....Hamilton No. 75, St. Clair Milton 

“ 6, St. John’s Hamilton , “ 104, White Oak Oakville 


HURON DISTRICT, NO. 6. 


Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. R. E. Cooper, M.D., Seaforth. 


No. 24, Tecumseh Stratford 

“ 30, Huron Goderich 

“ 46, St. James St. Marys 

“ 50, Saugeen Walkerton 

“ 63. Havelock ....Kincardine 


No. 66, The Malloch Seaforth 

“ 84, Lebanon Wingham 

“ 129, Elliot Mitchell 

“ 130, Chantry ....Southampton 


NIAGARA DISTRICT, NO. 7. 


Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. J. C. Eccles, Dunnville. 


No. 19, Mt. Moriah ....St. Cath’s 

“ 29, McCallum Dunnville 

“ 55, Niagara Niagara 

“ 57, King Hiram. Pt. Colborne 


No. 64, Willson Welland 

“ 69, Grimsby Grimsby 


“ 76, Mt. Nebo. . Niagara Fs.,S. 


TORONTO, DISTRICT, NO. 8. 


Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Henry T. Smith, Toronto. 


No. 4, S.And. & St.John .Toronto 

“ 8, King Solomon’s ..Toronto 

“ 60, Doric Newmarket 

“ 62, York Eglinton 


No. 65, St. Paul’s Toronto 

“ 77, Occident “ 

“ 79, Orient “ 

“ 91, Antiquity “ 

“ 135, Succoth Uxbridge 


GEORGIAN DISTRICT, NO. 9. 


Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. W. J. Hallett, Barrie. 


No. 27, Manitou Collingwood 

“ 34» Signet Barrie 

“ 56, Georgian .... Owen Sound 

“ 70, Grand River ,. Bracebridge 


No. 86, Macpherson Meaford 

“ 103, St. John’s North Bay 

“ 13 1, Amabel Wiarton 
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ONTARIO DISTRICT, NO. IO. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. John M. Shaw, M.D., Keene. 


No. 48, St. John’s Cobourg 

“ 94, Midland Lindsay 

“ no, Warkworth ...Warkworth 
“ 134, King Darius ..Cannington 


No. 28, Pentalpha Oshawa 

“ 35, Keystone Whitby 

“ 36, Corinthian Peterboro’ 

“ 37, Victoria Port Hope 

“ 45, Excelsior Colborne 

PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT, NO. II. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. J. A. Phillips, Belleville. 

No. 7, The Moira Belleville 1 No. 44, Mount Sinai Naoanee 

“ 26, St. Mark’s Trenton | “ 72, Keystone Stirling 

“ 31, Prince Edward . . . . Picton f 

ST. LAWRENCE DISTRICT, NO. 12 . 

Grand Superintendent— R. E. Comp. W. K. Farlinger, Morrisburg. 


No. 


I, Ancient Frontenac 

and Cataraqui . . Kingston 

22, Grenville Prescott 

59, Sussex Brockville 

68, Maitland N. Augusta 


No. ioo, St. Lawrence. . Brockville 

1 12, St. John’s Morrisburg 

1 1 3, Covenant Cornwall 

132, Leeds Gananoque 

133, St. Francis. .Smiths Falls 


OTTAWA DISTRICT, NO. 13. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Robert Dodds, Almonte. 


14, Bonnechere .... Renfrew 
1 16, Maple. . . .Carleton Place 


No, 16, Carleton Ottawa No. 

“ 58, Pembroke Mattawa 

“ 61, Granite .Almonte 

ALGOMA DISTRICT, NO. 14, 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Richard Roberts, Garden River. 


No. 82, Shuniah . ...Port Arthur 
“ 90, Golden Rat Portage 


No. 95, Tuscan Sudbury 

“ 102, Algonquin . .Sault Ste 

Marie 


MANITOBA DISTRICT, NO. 1 5. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Wm. Braden, Winnipeg. 

No. 52, Pr. Rupert Winnipeg I No. Ill, Zeredatha Morden 

“ 101, Corinthian Boissevain J “ U.D., King Edward. ..Neepawa 

BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRICT, NO. l6. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. J. W. Prescott, Vancouver. 


No. 127, Keystone Nanaimo 


No. 98, Vancouver . . . .Vancouver 
“ 124, Westminster ....New 

Westminster 
ALBERTA DISTRICT, NO. 1 7. 

(Land Superintendent — R. E. Comp. E. L. Becker, Medicine Hat. 

No. 106, Alberta Calgary No. 121, Wascana Regina 

“ 1 1 8, North Star .... Edmonton “ 126, Assiniboia .Medicine Hat 

KOOTENAY DISTRICT, NO. l8. 

Grand Superintendent — R. E. Comp. Rev. C. A. Procunier, Revelstoke. 


No. 120, Kootenay Kaslo 

“ 122, Rossland Rossland 

“ 123, Nelson Nelson 


No. 125, Rocky Mountain. Fort 
Steele 

“ 128, Revelstoke. . . . Revelstoke 


CAPITULAR STATISTICS. 


GRAND 

CHAPTERS. 

Chapters. 

Members. 

1 

Exaltations. j 

Admissions & 

Restorations. 

Dimissions. 

Expulsions. 

Suspensions, 

Sus. for Non 

pay’t dues. 

Deaths. 

Alabama, 1 902 

39 

1444 

217 

90 

51 

0 

0 

43 

18 

Arizona, 1902 

6 

368 

40 

1 1 

5 

0 

0 

10 

9 

Arkansas, 1902 

69 

2203 

174 

’ 79 

36 

3 

3 

87 

39 

California, 1903 

7 i 

7280 

73 ° 

208 

92 

0 


47 

138 

Canada, 1903 

108 

7676 

915 

148 

147 

o 1 


92 

86 

Colorado, 1902 

34 

2906 

191 

77 

40 

1 


19 

39 

Connecticut, 1902.... 

40 

6247 

37 2 

21 

65 

0 

1 

1 18 

1 13 

Delaware, 1903 

4 

780 

62 

0 

7 

0 

0 

10 

10 

Dist. Columbia, 1903 . 

11 

2841 

234 

61 

45 

0 

9 

5 i 

5 i 

Florida, 1902 

20 

824 

79 

21 

i 5 

0 


26 

13 

Georgia, 1903 

n 7 

4179 

237 

121 

131 

0 


83 

57 

Illinois, 1902 

185 

18959 

1532 

254 

281 

5 


258 

261 

Indiana, 1902 

102 

7873 

622 

138 

171 

2 

9 

82 

143 

Indian Territory, 1903. 

33 

1536 

21 1 

37 

44 

1 


9 

8 

Iowa, 1902 

127 

8626 

584 

157 

220 

2 


97 

1 17 

Kansas, 1902 

81 

5620 

422 

131 

122 

4 

10 

73 

67 

Kentucky, 1902 

81 

4187 

408 

78 

86 

0 


1 10 

67 

Louisiana, 1903 

22 

1511 

175 

20 

32 

1 


16 

25 

Maine, 1903 

56 

7287 



c 6 

1 

0 

42 

IT A 

Maryland, 1902 

21 

2244 

24O 

30 

j 

3 i 

0 


1 7 

L iq. 

29 

Massachusetts, 1901 . 

76 

16029 

917 

95 

146 

0 

0 

79 

259 

Michigan, 1903 

138 

14984 

964 

1-28 

169 

5 


158 

202 

Minnesota, 1902 .... 

62 

5606 

373 

77 

100 

0 

0 

52 

69 

Mississippi, 1903 .... 

6 9 

2443 

248 

61 

63 

0 

2 

57 

57 

Missouri, 1902 

98 

' 7939 

677 

179 

145 

0 

0 

162 

1 18 

Montana, 1901 

15 

888 

65 

14 

25 

0 

1 

17 

12 

Nebraska, 1902 . . 

53 

3143 158 

65 

67 

0 


45 

4 i 

Nevada, 1902 

7 

1 309 

15 

7 

3 

0 

0 

2 

6 

New Brunswick, 1902. 

9 

473 

26 

4 

9 

0 


5 

6 

New Hampshire, 1902. 

25 

3678 

1 15 

9 

27 

0 

0 

28 

60 

New Jersey, 1902 .... 

38 

3739 

307 

34 

37 

0 


81 

50 

New .Mexico, 1902. . . 

10 

501 

49 

15 

7 

0 


1 1 

7 

New York, 1903 

194 

24915 

2307 

322 

183 

3 

0 

442 

379 

North Carolina, 1902 . 

19 

767 

124 

28 

21 

0 

0 

32 

13 

North Dakota, 1902 . . 

14 

1103 

99 

13 

26 

1 


9 

6 

Nova Scotia, 1902.... 

14 

744 

68 

5 

21 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Ohio, 1902 

154 

18212 

1534 

460 

218 

9 

3 

476 

263 

Oregon, 1903 

25 

1799 

210 

39 

34 

0 

1 

15 

27 

Pennsylvania, 1902 

124 

20141 

1400 

1 c 1 

107 



201 

! 363 

Quebec, 1903 

12 

745 

107 

19 

18 

0 


1 

J 

IO 

Rhode Island, 1902 . 

10 

2809 

157 

57 

3 

0 

0 

24 

57 

South Carolina, 1902. 

20 

818 

98 

14 

21 

1 0 


22 

12 

South Dakota, 1902 . . 

28 

1723 

134 

1 37 

40 

0 


11 

17 

Tennessee, 1903 

69 

2919 

230 

I 46 

69 

2 

7 

50 

i 56 

Texas, 1902 

156 

7868 

207 

206 

314 

7 


i 6 3 

1 18 

Vermont, 1903 

28 

3332 

209 

! 89 

94 

0 


4 

54 

Virginia, 1902 

43 

3398 

! 311 

56 

80 

2 

0 

46 

1 57 

Washington, 1903 

23 

1797 

199 

79 

26 

0 


14 

26 

West Virginia, 1902 . . 

27 

2533 

330 

29 

3 i 

0 


34 

1 2 7 

Wisconsin, 1903 

1 76 

6842 

475 

1 16 

107 1 


34 

82 

Gen. Gr. Chapter, 1900. 

21 

1314 

66 

31 

16 

I 

0 

19 

19 
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REPORT ON.... 


Foreign Correspondence 


To the M. E. the Grand Z Officers and Members of the 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada. 


Companions,— 


“What a fine speech our man gave us on the agri- 
cultural question,” said the election agent to the ap- 
parently absorbed farmer. “Aye,” the latter replied, 
“it was fine, but Pm thinkin’ a couple o’ days rain 
would do a sight more good. ’ ’ 

Enthusiasm and hope pervaded the addresses of Ca- 
pitular rulers, the continent over. All is fair weather and 
easy sailing. The clouds, if any, are but specks on the 
bright canopy which smiles on the continued peace and 
progress of the Royal Arch. That it may be ever thus 
is the universal prayer, but the reviewer may reasonably 
be pardoned if, in presenting his report, he ventures 
a regret at the absence of showers that would assist to 
freshen and lend variety to what otherwise must appear 
dry and barren. Such as it is, however, the accompany- 
ing work is offered for charitable inspection. 

PROCEEDINGS REVIEWED. 


Alabama 1902 

Arkansas .... 1902 

Arizona 1902 
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Colorado 1902 
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Delaware 1903 

Dist. of Columbia. 1902 
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Montana 1902 

Nebraska ...... 1902 
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New Brunswick . . 1902 
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New Jersey 1903 
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New York 1903 
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North Dakota. . . . 1903 
Nova Scotia . . . . . 1902 
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Quebec , 1903 

Rhode Island 1903 

South Carolina. . . 1902 
South Dakota. . . . 1903 

Tennessee 1903 

Texas 1902 

Vermont 1903 
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Virginia 1902 

Washington ....1903 
West Virginia . . . 1902 
Wisconsin 1903 
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APPENDIX 


ALABAMA 


Chapters . . 39 Members . . 1,444 

Whether it concerned the Constitution of Alabama 
or the resurrected papyri of ancient Egypt, it was ail 
the same to George Fleming Moore, M. E. Grand High 
Priest for the year of grace 1902. He was equally at 
home with ,both, and could quote at will. It will be un- 
derstood, therefore, that the Companions assembled at 
the Seventy-sixth Annual Convocation in Montgomery 
on the 1st of December of that year were given some- 
thing choice. He recalled the fact that John Murphy, 
then State Governor, was the first Grand Chapter ruler, 
and of those who succeeded him there were judges and 
other great men of the nation. 

The State Archivist, in a very seductive letter, 
reminded him that a certain Ephraim Kirby, a judge in 
4 'territorial days,” was General Grand High Priest, and 
suggested that Grand Chapter would be doing a graceful 
act in having the portrait of the long-deceased judge 
painted and handed over to the S. A., to be hung in the 
State Capitol. Grand Chapter later voted seventy-five 
dollars for this purpose. 

The G. H. P. was much exercised over the criticism 
of a South Dakota correspondent who had seen fit to 
hold up an item of revenue under the head of “Dis- 
pensations,” and hotly resented an implied accusation 
at some length, though it is just probable that not two 
out of his many hearers had ever heard of the incident. 

He issued four dispensations for new Chapters, and 
t\vo for reorganization of old ones, a fair indication that 
the Royal Craft is looking up in Alabama. 

Reciprocity in the matter of jurisdiction with ad- 
joining States was recommended and agreed to, and the 
Grand Secretary's salary was raised. 

The G. H. P. informed Grand Chapter that the Com- 
mittee on Work, with the aid of a skilful stenographer, 
who, of course, is a Companion, had prepared in cipher 
the ritual as instructed, etc., and further— 
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“The cipher used is identical with that employed for the pur- 
pose by the General Grand Chapter of the United States i' 
Rio-ht Ex Gr Secretary lias sent out under proper safeguards 
sixty-eight copies of the' ritual. It has been recerved with much 
satisfaction by the Chapters. 


' Tlie Committee, it (was added, 

“Bestowed much time and labor on the ritual 
titled to your thanks more especially as it was arranged a d p 
pared by them at a loss in both time and money. 

One cannot but be impressed with the zeal and indus- 
try revealed in the above. Moreover, the care disp ayed m 
distributing the results of this labor of love should com- 
mand the admiration of all who fear the glance of a pro- 
fane eye. Sixty-eight typewritten copies sent out under a 
guard probably with fixed bayonets, though the record 
fs modestly dumb on that point. But, alas ! an ingenuous 
Finance Committee, which, by some strange oversight., 
had not been properly safeguarded, discloses among the 
expenditures : 

“Printing rituals 

The proceedings proper embrace less than forty of 
the two hundred and forty-three pages included m the 
volume, Companion W. Y. Titcomb monopolizing the 
balance in an exhaustive and interesting review of forty- 
eight Grand Chapters. Nothing escapes his eagle eye. 
Four of his valuable pages are given to Canada tor lyu*.. 
Our system of inspection appeals to him favorab y. 

Under Michigan, he quotes a proposed amendment 
to the regulations, which provides that No member 
shall be permitted to dimit from the Chapter of which 
lie is a member until he shall present a certificate from 
some Chapter that he has petitioned for membership and 
been elected therein,” and adds: 


Whenever such rule prevails, the member may be a Mason 
all right, but he can not be a Free Mason, all the same. 

Yet Companion Titcomb is an ardent advocate of 
dependent membership, which is a phase of compulsion 
that, to his view, does not interfere with the freedom 01 
a Mason. Oh! consistency, thou art a jewel. 
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Charles R. Bricken, Luverne, Grand High Priest. 

George A. Beauchamp, Montgomery, Grand Secre- 
tary. 


ARIZONA 


Chapters . . 6 Members . . 368 

For the thirteenth time the Companions of that far-off 
land on the Mexican border, who are nobly striving to 
upbuild the Temple, met in Annual Convocation in the 
City of Phoenix on the 12th November, 1902. 

The Grand Representatives present, among whom 
was our own Companion, John M. Ormsby, were lined 
up and received with the honors due to their ambassa- 
dorial position. He of Connecticut replied most effect- 
ively to the Grand High Priest's words of welcome. 

In opening his address the latter referred to the seri- 
ous illness of the Grand Captain of the Host, who was 
low with typhoid in an El Paso hospital. 

He referred with pardonable pride to the good show- 
ing the Chapters had made during the year, and hinted 
at a probable addition to the roll in a distant section. 

Referring to the Grand Representative appointments, 
lie suggested a line for the consideration of those dis- 
tinguished Companions. 

11 The office of Grand Representative is one of considerable 
honor, and I recommend that the Representatives of sister Grand 
Jurisdiction near this Grand Chapter try to make themselves use- 
ful, especially as follows: Let each Grand Representative corre- 
spond with the R. : E. : Grand Secretary of the Jurisdiction he 
represents, and thereby and in every other manner possible 
familiarize himself with the conditions and customs of the Royal 
Craft in that Jurisdiction. Let the Secretaries of our subordi- 
nate Chapters carefully examine the Sentinel's register at every 
convocation, personally meet and c* nfer with everv visitor from 
outside our own Jurisdiction, and if he learns that such visitor 
proposes to remain for any length of time in Arizona, so notify 
the Grand Representative of the Jurisdiction from which the 
visitor hails. Let it then be the duty of the Grand Representa- 
tive to extend to the visiting Companion every courtesy and favor 
which Royal Arch Masonry enjoins or suggests . 99 
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He called attention to the fact that while Arizona 
was following the ritualistic lead of California, there 
was a desire to adopt the work as approved by General 
Grand Chapter, and he urged those in authority to 
familiarize themselves with the latter. 

“So as to be ready to fa’ll in line, when the time. shall seem 
opportune, with other Jurisdictions in an effort to secure absolute 
uniformity throughout the entire length and breadth of America. ” 

Notwithstanding that our good Companions across 
the border can claim but the lesser portion of this vast 
continent, how easily they fall into the notion that they 
own the entire lot : 

“Upon his brow shame is ashamed to sit; 

For ’tis a throne where honor may be crown’d 
Sole monarch of the universal earth.” 

In noticing the dependent membership legislation of 
the Grand Encampment of Knights Templars, he attri- 
butes it to the efforts of the Masons in the Western 
States, and adds: 

1 ‘ Happily for us, the regulation made practically no differ- 
ence to the Chapters of Arizona, for with us Eoyal Arch Masonry 
has always stood on its own merits.” 

In approving the action of the G. H. P., who issued 
a dispensation to enable an applicant to secure the 
degrees in less time than the law allows, the Jurispru- 
dence Committee gave expression to its feelings: 

“We are, however, of the opinion that no dispensation should 
be asked for by any Chapter when the only reason therefore is 
the desire of the candidate to take the Temple degrees or join the 
Shrine.” 

The Committee on Finance sat down heavily on a 
resolution to the effect that $150 be apportioned annually 
as a fund to defray the travelling expenses of the Grand 
High Priest, and that the Chapters visited pay the extra 
outlay : 

“We believe that the honor of being elected M. : E. : Grand 
High Priest of this Grand Chapter should be sufficient honor, 
without any other fee or reward.” 

M. E. Companion Frederick Sweet, the retiring 
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Grand High Priest, however, received his reward in the 
shape of a jewel of “pure gold and exquisite workman 
ship,” and Charles Dwight Belden, who essayed for one 
brief period some years ago the reportorial faber, reigns 
in his stead. May he earn his reward likewise, as we 
truly believe he will. 

“For blessings ever wait on virtuous deeds 
And though a late, a sure reward succeeds.” 

Chas. D. Belden, Phoenix, Grand High Priest. 

Geo. J. Roskruge, Tucson, Grand Secretary. 

ARKANSAS 


Chapters . . 69 Members . . 2,234 

General Grand High Priest Taylor was a distin- 
guished visitor at the Fifty-third Annual Convoca- 
tion held in Little Rock on the 20th November, 1902. 
Grand Secretary Mayo of Missouri was another. 

Grand High Priest Carter’s address was mainly con- 
fined to a resume of his official actions. He mourned the 
death of Past Grand High Priest George Pressley Tay- 
lor, and also 

* 1 Eight Excellent Companion E. J. Laughlin, Past Grand 
High Priest of Kentucky, who for a number of years has visited 
our Grand Chapter. We feel like claiming him as one of our own 
Past Grand Officers.” 

The lamented Companion was Arkansas’ chairman 
of Foreign Correspondence, and we had come to regard 
him as their very own. The Committee on Memorials, 
however, informs us that he held the rank of Honorary 
Past Grand High Priest. 

One new Chapter was organized by the G. H. P., at 
Stuttgart, and one dormant Chapter restored. 

The candidate in Arkansas has a more nerve-shaking 
ordeal to undergo than he would have elsewhere, if one 
is to credit the statement of the G. H. P. in an account 
of one of his visitations: 
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“Conferred the Chapter Degrees on six candidates, and in- 
stalled the High Driest of that Chapter, after which we were 
called on to participate in a bountiful banquet prepared by the 
six newly made Companions.'’ 


The dispensing of liquor is a crime in Arkansas that 
cannot be condoned. The G. H. P. was asked whether a 
Companion engaged in selling whiskey could take a dirmt 
from liis Chapter and avoid any action on the part of 
the Chapter with reference to whiskey law, and he 
replied : 


“No. He is amenable to the law, and the Chapter should 
enforce it. ,, 


He was a diligent reader of the printed proceedings 
of other Grand Chapters, and observed “that Capitular 
Masonry is progressing in most all of the States and ter- 
ritories of the Union, but I am proud to note that our 
Grand Jurisdiction is keeping pace with the leading 
States along this line.’’ 

R. E. Comp. John McLaren, of Orangeville, Ont., 
who represents Arkansas near the Grand Chapter of 
Canada, sent a most fraternal message of acknowledge 
ment and greeting, and incidentally referred to the 
actions and position of his own Grand Chapter. Ihe 
communication, which, by the way, is an example for 
others holding the position, received the compliment of 
being printed in full. 

Honorary membership will henceforth be a doubtful 
distinction in Arkansas, the following resolution being 
adopted : 

“No honorary member, who is not also a regular member of 
the Chapter, shall be allowed to vote or hold office m a Subordi- 
nate Chapter. ’’ 

The General Grand Chapter having accepted Ar- 
kansas’ invitation to meet in triennial conclave at Little 
Rock this year, an appropriation for the suitable enter- 
tainment of the distinguished guests was agreed to. 

The regrettable death of Comp. Laughlin has left a 
vacant chair in the Correspondence circle, and the pro- 
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ceedings does not include a report this year. Next time 
we expect to hear from Comp. J. B. McCaleb. 

James B. Baker, Melbourne, Grand High Priest. 
John C. Bone, Batesville, Grand Secretary. 

CALIFORNIA 


Chapters . . 73 Members . . 7,280 

An increase of six hundred and sixty in the year was 
the creditable showing that assisted to cheer the Com- 
panions of the Golden State when they met in Forty- 
ninth Annual Convocation on the 21st April, 1903. It 
was, as Grand Secretary Davies reported, the most pros- 
perous period in the history of Grand Chapter. 

Grand High Priest Wittenmyer, in greeting the Con- 
vocation, said: 


The age in which we live is the most progressive the world 
has ever known. Every branch of industry and science has been 
developed m a rapid and progressive manner. Keeping pace with 
the age of progress, I am happy to sav that the conditions and 
prosperity of the Royal Arch Chapter in this jurisdiction was 
never better than now. Unusual prosperity has attended our 
Order and blessings have been bounteously bestowed upon Ma- 
sonry and its votaries. ” 


He made eleven visitations and found everything 
satisfactory. Two new Chapters were born under his 
regime. 


Grand Lecturer Day, in a brief report, testified to 
the general desire for correct work exhibited in the Chap- 
ters generally, and commenting on the remarkable in- 
crease in membership, makes it clear that he has no inten- 
tion of hiding his own light under a bushel, and that 
there is justification for his five hundred dollars salarv 
and expenses. 

‘‘The Grand Lecturer and his Deputies do not wish to be 
regarded as elastic in their ideas when they hold that some por- 
tion of this healthy increase may be due to the influence they have 
exerted and the interest they have aroused on their oflieial visits.” 

General Grand Chapter’s ritual was adopted as the 
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work of tire jurisdiction, and appropriation for the 
necessary change Hvas agreed to. 

The Grand Secretary’s office in the Masonic Temple 
having been appropriated by the trustees, new quarters 
were secured and furnished in the Starr King Building. 

Tribute was paid to the memory of the late M. E. 
Companion Josiali TI. Drummond, of Maine, who was 
California’s representative in that jurisdiction, and an 
excellent portrait of him included in the printed proceed- 
ings. 

Companion Davies’ report on Correspondence is a 
careful review of sister Grand Chapters, among them 
Canada for 1902. The report is largely extract. Con- 
cluding, he says : 

“The subjects for comment in the record of Capitular Ma- 
sonry for the year which we are reviewing have been limited to 
few. The several Jurisdictions ha/e been prosperous and peace- 
ful, while their proceedings show an almost universal desire to 
correct the few existing irregularities, the chief and most glaring 
of which is recognized as ‘horse-play/ or ceremonial muraer.” 

Charles Fayette Lott, Oroville, Grand High Priest. 

William A. Davies, San Francisco, Grand Secretary. 

COLORADO 


Chapters . . 35 Members . . 2,906 

Thirty-two of the Chapters on the roll were represent- 
ed at the Twenty-eighth Annual Convocation in Denver on 
the 18th September, 1902, when M. E. Comp. William L. 
Bush, Grand High Priest, bade the Companions a hearty 
welcome. His address was confined mainly to his official 
actions, and that his ambition was to rule with impar- 
tiality, is indicated in the following: 

I have declined in every instance to grant Dispensations to 
receive petitions for the degrees, or to ballot upon petitions at 
other than the regular time, where requests for such Dispensa- 
tions have been made. The reasons given in these requests were 
in nearly every case to hurry candidates through the degrees to 
enable them to make a journey, or make application for so-called 
higher degrees. Not being satisfied in my own mind that it was 
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for the good of Koyal Arch Masonry to grant such Dispensations 
under such circumstances, I declined to do so. 

He questioned the wisdom of the regulation requir- 
ing a petitioner for the degrees to have been a Master 
Mason six months before his petition can be received. 
The object of this law was undoubtedly to compel candi- 
dates to become proficient in the work of Symbolic Ma- 
sonry before receiving the Capitular Degrees, and he 
adds sententiously : 

w While the object is good, I question its being attained. On 
the other hand, when the candidate has received the Master 
Mason’s Degree and is informed that he must wait six months 
before he can gain further Masonic light in the Chapter, in many 
cases he will lose interest and join other organizations. Unless 
there is a desire on the part ofthe candidate to make a study of 
Masonry and become proficient in its work, you cannot force him 
to do so with a By-law. ** 

The Chapter at Florence working under dispensation 
was given its charter. 

Companion Foster’s report on Correspondence is, to 
the attentive reader, the gem of the volume. To Canada 
for 1902 he gives three pages of extract and comment. 
To the misplacement of a name in the M. E. the Grand 
Z.’s “necrology” he directs attention, and while admit 
ting the error, we would venture to express surprise thai 
so careful a reviewer would permit his usually accurate 
pen to describe that exalted Companion as “Granu 
Lecturer. ’ 7 

“Men still had faults, and men will have them still, 

He that hath none, and lives as angels do, 

Must be an angel. ” 

He quotes us on Connecticut’s perpetual jurisdiction 
law and other matters. 

“Whilst we don’t entirely agree with Companion Bennett in 
his objection to Connecticut law, that a Brother elected by a 
Chapter cannot receive his degree in any other Chapter without 
its permission, we give what he says : 

“On dependent membership he hews pretty close to the line 
of truth, though we are of opinion there is more to it than 
simple dollars and cents. 

“We think his position well taken on the use of the word 
‘healed,' made use of by the Deputy Grand High Priest of New 
Mexico . 1 1 
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Under Kansas, referring to the Grand High Priest s 
disapproval of public installations, he rightly says: 

“He believes, with his mother Jurisdiction, that public in- 
stallations of Masonic bodies are improper, and there are lots of 
us who stand with him. The writer is one who is not partial to 
them, and prefers not to have them. The less ostentation in 
Masonry the better; let it work m its good, old quiet way, and 
it will accomplish more good than any amount of show. Its acts 
or the acts of its devotees are what count, not public profession. ’ ’ 

And, under Maryland, pertinently asks: 

1 1 Are not >public installations? rather bidding for mem- 
bers, and not quite in conformity with our profession, that we do 
no proselytizing?” 

He stops at Ohio to say something about the queer 
spectacle of a Commandery of Knights Templars escort- 
ing the officers of Grand Chapter from their hotel to the 
place of meeting. 

‘ 1 We have given this opening ceremony in full, because it 
is rather unique. We do not like this parading along the streets. 
It smacks too much of the many benefit societies that like to 
parade before the public. Masonry should be more subdued and 
rather look to be sought after than to parade itself.” 

He is apparently not in harmony with his Grand 
High Priest on the six months probation idea. Compan- 
ion Barron had quoted us : 

“He (Companion Bennett of Canada) is an advocate of six 
months ’ breathing spell after taking the Master’s Degree. Our 
belief is that it frequently cools, if it doesn’t kill, Masonic en- 
thusiasm, and we do love an enthusiastic work.” 

And Companion Foster rejoins : 

“So do we, but if six months’ probation kills the enthusiasm, 
it must have had a poor root, and all gone to leaf, and, like the 
plant, it is worthless and soon withers away. It is better gone, 
it would never bear fruit.” 

John Humphreys, Trinidad, Grand High Priest. 

Wm. D. Todd, Denver, Grand Secretary. 
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CONNECTICUT 

Chapters . . 40 Members . . 6,408 

The One Hundred and Fifth Annual Convocation of 
this patriarchal Grand Chapter was held in New Haven 
on the 12th May, 1903, and presided over by Edgar W. 
Latham, M. E. Grand High Priest. 

The speech from the throne was of the donkey's 
gallop variety, short and sweet. He lost no time in flow- 
ery exordium, but plunged at once into an account of his 
visitations, in which he includes : 

1 ‘ The Thirteenth Annual Keunion of the Anointed High 
Priests of the State of New York and had the -pleasure of meet- 
ing the Grand High Priests of several of the Grand Chapters and 
of Canada. ’ ’ 

He granted numerous dispensations, all for “good 
cause,” recommended appointments as Grand Repre- 
sentatives, suggested April as the month for subordinate 
Chapters’ annual, and concluded with thanks. 

Other Grand Officers reported numerous visitations. 
The Grand Secretary reported an increase of 145. 

On motion it was voted that all Past Grand High 
Priests be presented with a Royal Arch apron, and that 
the retiring Grand High Priest shall hereafter be pre- 
sented with an apron and jewel. 

The Ways and Means Committee gave it as their opin- 
ion that the present revenue is ample for all expenses of 
the Grand Chapter, and recommend that no change be 
made at this convocation. The other committees had 
little or nothing to do. * ' 

For the twenty-sixth time, the veteran Companion, 
John H. Barlow, presented the report on Correspond- 
ence. He kindly reviewed Canada for 1902 and 1903. 
To our objection to perpetual jurisdiction of a Chapter 
over an applicant for the degrees, he furnishes the fol- 
lowing unconvincing “what we have we hold” rejoinder: 

“Connecticut does not and has always held to the doctrine 
of perpetual jurisdiction and a Chapter acquires jurisdiction by 
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accepting as well as by rejecting an applicant. It does not hold 
any whip over a good brother’s shoulders, and for good reasons a 
release of such jurisdiction would be granted.’ ’ 


Companion Waite, of Massachusetts, reviewing Con- 
necticut, dissented from the report of the Committee on 
Ritual in allowing the High Priest at his discretion to 
omit a portion of the Historical Lecture, and Companion 
Barlow thus replies: 


4 ‘ The writer was the author of that report. While we would 
urge a promptness among the officers that would allow of tlie 
giving of it entire, our experience of many years m the work 
inclines us to the belief that it is better to omit some portion 
than keep the Companion beyond a reasonable hour, when it be- 
comes tiresome.” 


Our good Companion will find that there are many 
who will dissent from that argument. Such considera- 
tion for the poor candidate would be amusing were it 
not so glaringly pernicious. 


Frank W. Beardsley, Shelton, Grand High Priest. 


Jas. McCormick, Hartford, Grand Secretary. 


DELAWARE 


Chapters . . 4 


(Members . . 780 


The roll was increased just one for every year of the 
Grand Chapter’s existence, viz., 35. One of the tour 
Chapters has a membership of 423. dhree are locateu 
in Wilmington, and the youngest m Georgetown, with a 
roll of 43. Grand Chapter met in the former city on 
21st January, 1903, with a goodly attendance J. Paul 
Lukens, M. E. Grand High Priest, congratulated the 
Companions on having made “substantial gains. He 
had the opportunity of reporting wliat few in his posi- 
tion were able to do, viz., visit “all the Chapters m the 
jurisdiction.” 

He also dropped in on the Grand Chapter of New 
Jersey and was impressed with the methods which h 
witnessed, and which he recommended should be copied. 
Later the following resolution was unanimously adopted . 


XVI 


APPENDIX 


1 ‘ That hereafter each year during the session of the Grand 
Chapter, at such time as the M. E. Grand High Priest may direct, 
the Representatives of Grand Chapters of Sister Jurisdictions near 
the Grand Chapter of Delaware be received in ample form in open 
Chapter, showing courtesy to, and honoring our Sister Grand 
Chapters and those representing them. ” 

Feeling reference was made to the death of S. A. 
Hodgman, Past Grand Treasurer. 

Grand High Priest Lukens was re-elected, but his 
Companions presented him with a Past G. H. P.’s jewel 
just the same. In the course of his acknowledgment h-; 
said : 

“In accepting this jewel I would state that it rounds out my 
Masonic career. I have had the honor of presiding over all the 
Masonic bodies of which I am a member, and have held the pre- 
siding office in all the Grand bodies in Delaware. An honor held 
only by Companion P. G. H. P. Harrison and myself.” 

The latter again furnishes the Correspondence report, 
which is as pleasant as it is concise. In his review' of 
Canada for 1902 he says : 

I ‘ Our Companions of Canada have an excellent system of gov- 
ernment. Their jurisdiction is divided into seventeen districts, 
each in charge of a superintendent, whose duty is to visit each 
Chapter in his district and report upon its general working con- 
dition. By this means they may know at any time just how each 
Chapter is getting along.” 

Defending the 4 4 peg leg,” he observes, in reply to 
our comments : 

“We claimed, and still claim, that a Brother with an artifi- 
cial leg is entitled to our consideration; he should not be compelled 
to suffer the pangs of ostracism by the Companions because a mis- 
fortune lias befallen him, all other things being equal.” 

From which it may be deduced that the legs being 
unequal, the brother would not be eligible if, say, one ox 
his eyes was “scientific.” 

I I Man is his own star, and that soul that can be honest is the 
only perfect man.” 

J. Paul Lukens, Wilmington, Grand High Priest. 

Jas. LI. Price, Wilmington, Grand Secretary. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Chapters . . 12 Members . . 2,841 

This interesting Craft centre contributed 139 to the 
Capitular host during 1902, and Companion Harry 
Standiford, M. E. Grand High Priest, voiced the general 
satisfaction in opening his address to the Thirty-sixth 
Annual Convocation in Washington on the evening of 
February lltli last : 

“The year just closed has been a remarkably successful one 
from every standpoint. Capitular Masonry has shared in the 
prosperity of the times. The officers and Companions of the con- 
stituent Chapters, imbued with the spirit of fraternity and pro- 
gress, have wrought capably, and we have made a substantial gain 
in membership and finances.” 


The proposer of a rejected applicant, Brother, A., in 
one of the Chapters, was wrathful enough to openly 
declare that no other brother should be elected to receive 
the degrees in the Chapter until his nominee should be 
elected. Immediately afterward a ballot was taken on 
the petition of another applicant, Brother B., and, sure 
enough, the balloting proved “foul.” Later in the even- 
ing the indignant one announced his purpose to be pres- 
ent at every meeting of the Chapter and see that no one 
should be elected to receive the degrees until the petition 
of his friend, Brother A., could again be presented. The 
presiding officer of the Chapter reported the incident to 
the Grand High Priest: 

“It appearing that an injustice had been done Brother R., 
whose rejection was due to the malice of the Companion referred 
to, I was requested to set aside the ballot and order that another 
ballot be taken on the petition of Brother B. at a future Convo- 
cation.” 

‘ 1 1 replied that while the circumstances attending the rejec- 
tion of Brother B. were unfortunate, I could not grant the request, 
inasmuch as no authority to set aside a ballot is conferred on the 
Grand High Priest by the Constitution. As the action of the 
offending Companion showed a spirit inimical to the teachings of 
Masonry, I advised the High Priest that tlie Chapter should at 
once take cognizance of his conduct and act accordingly.” 
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Grand visitations were made to all the Chapters, and 
everything was found to be lovely. 

The efforts of the fraternity in Washington to pro- 
vide themselves with a Temple worthy of the Craft and 
the city, are deserving of all praise, and should prove an 
incentive to other, if less pretentious, centres. 

“In April, 1898, the Masonic fraternity of this jurisdiction 
held a Fair and Exposition for the purpose of creating a fund to 
be used in securing a site on which to erect a Masonic Temple, and 
from the proceeds of this Fair, together with subscriptions to stock 
from Masonic bodies, the Masonic Temple Association was enabled 
to pay $70,000 upon the purchase price of the site selected at the 
corner of New York Avenue, H and 13th Streets N.W., which was 
$115,000. Encouraged by this magnificent showing, a second Fair 
and Exposition was given at Convention Hall, April 14 to April 
30 1902, to raise sufficient funds to complete the payment of $45,- 
000 due upon the site. To this end the Masonic bodies were in- 
vited to take part, and nights were assigned to the different 
branches of Masonry. April 18 was Chapter night, and the Com- 
panions of the constituent Chapters acted as an escort to the offi- 
cers of the Grand Chapter. ” 

“The attendance was over 111,000 and the net earnings over 
$55,000, enabling the Association to complete the payment upon 
the ground and have a substantial balance on hand. The Associa- 
tion is laboring to bring about, at an early date, the erection of a 
Masonic Temple which will meet the requirements of the frater- 
nity, and the support of the Chapters will greatly assist in the 
accomplishment of this end.” 

For twenty- five years the Grand Chapter revenues 
were derived from a per capita of fifty cents and five 
dollars for each exaltation. In 1892 the latter was 
repealed, and the balance on hand perceptibly dwindled 
year by year. The Grand High Priest made a strong 
appeal for the restoration of the exaltation fee : 

“For seven years we have lived ‘from hand to mouth , 7 anti- 
cipating our revenues, pledging our securities for loans and im- 
posing upon the generosity of our Grand Treasurer, who has fre- 
quently paid our obligations from his personal funds. This is a 
humiliating confession, Companions, and I would hesitate to place 
it on record but for the fact that I want every Companion to vote 
understandingly on^ a measure for our relief from this embarrass- 
ing condition . 7 7 

An amendment to the Constitution, providing for a 
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tax of tliree dollars on every exaltation, was submitted 
and adopted on the following interesting voting: 

“A vote was taken by division, resulting in ayes 54, nays 33. 
The amendment not receiving the necessary two-thirds vote, was 
declared lost.” 

1 1 Companion Alva S. Taber moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment w r as lost. Carried.” 

“Another vote was then taken, resulting in ayes 76, nays 12. 
The amendment was declared adopted.” 

The Jurisprudence Committee is to consider a pro- 
posed standing resolution, to the effect that whenever a 
member of a Chapter who is also a member of a Com- 
mandery, shall be suspended, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of such Chapter to give the Commandery 
prompt notice of such suspension and of the grounds 
thereof, and to answer any inquiry made of him by the 
Recorder of a Commandery as to the standing of any 
Companion in his Chapter who is a Knight Templar. 

It all “depends,” you know, but where is it going 
to end? Anacotia Companions petitioned for a charter 
and got it. 

Companion A. W. Johnston, for the third time, sub- 
mits his review of the Grand Chapters, and with a large 
measure of success. He is generous with Canada for 
1902, and noting Grand Z. Gibson’s address, says, and 
thereby reveals a refreshing perspicacity: 

‘ ‘ Then follows a beautiful paragraph of homage to His Most 
Gracious Majesty King Edward the Seventh, in paying which a 
colonist can double discount an inhabitant of the mother country 
every time. The most loyal Englishman in the world is a Scotch- 
man, with the colonist a close second, and the real Britisher a far- 
away third.” 

His comment on our views of certain matters displays 
the same quality in an equally pleasing if not convincing 
degree. His remarks, however, are so well put that in 
justice to his side of the case, they are cheerfully repro- 
duced : 

“In various places he combats ‘ dependent membership, * his 
position being apparently based on the objection that it is mod- 
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era, which it undoubtedly is. But we have, to put up with so many 
things that are modern, some of them disgracefully so, that we 
must stifle our feelings. Hall rent is an abominable innovation on 
the practice of our ancient brethren, who used to meet on the tops 
of bluffs and down in the creek bottoms, paying the landlord no 
tribute. But paying debts is a rather elderly practice, and has 
had the sanction of usage among good people in all ages, and dues 
are debts. To be a Master Mason, including good standing in a 
Lodge, is a condition precedent to becoming a Royal Arch Mason 
and he who does not maintain the condition after the fact that 
was necessary before the fact, is lacking in the sense of honor that 
should characterize a Mason, and so should forfeit that as to which 
he fails to keep his contract, part of which contract is to abide by 
the by-laws, one of which requires the payment of a certain sum 
annually as dues . 7 1 

To which one might add that the Mason who is “lack- 
ing the sense of honor” by withdrawing from Lodge amd 
Chapter is not likely to he converted into an “honorable 
member by compulsion. The dependent membership 
regulation provides the doubtful benefit of retaining dis- 
honorable men in the Lodge that might better be without 
them. The elasticity of conscience which prompts them 
to evade the obligations referred to would not be long in 
finding other means to satisfy the objectionable charac- 
teristics which are natural to such, and which are not 
calculated to promote harmony. We agree to each ana 
all of Companion Johnston’s remarks, but still abide by 
the one adamantine fact that the great Masonic principle 
of liberty is violated by that class of legislation. 

A Grand High Priest had said in the course of his 
address to his Grand Chapter: “Masonry has been a 
factor in many political changes, notably in France and 
Italy, and has always acted for freedom and the rights 
of man.” To this we had ventured an objection to the 
effect that we would never hold up France and Italy for 
the emulation of the English-speaking Craft. To bracket 
the * ‘ principles eulogized with those of the ancient fra- 
ternity is, in our humble opinion, open to serious ques- 
tion, always supposing that we have interpreted the 
vague allusions aright. Companion Johnston pauses to 
remark, and “vaguely”: 

“Which makes us wonder what he really thinks Masonry 
stands for besides the glorification of inherited power; but his 
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reference to France and Italy assures us that he has not ‘ inter- 
preted ’ any of ‘the vague allusions aright . 1 ” 

All we can say is that if Companion Johnston main- 
tains that Masonry in France and Italy 44 has always 
acted for freedom and the rights of man/’ then to Con- 
tinental Europe we will look for other lessons of exalted 
morality. However, having administered the slap, he 
applies the salve : 

‘ ‘ Companion Bennett is always interesting and never dull, and 
his review is one of the most comprehensive of those which come to 
our desk." 

Geo. Clarke Ober, Washington, Grand High Priest. 

Arvine W. Johnston, Washington, Grand Secretary. 


FLORIDA 


Chapters . . 21 Members . . 922 

Sixteen of the twenty-one Chapters were regularly 
represented at the Fifty-seventh Annual Convocation 
held in Jacksonville on the 12th May, 1903. The name 
of Canada’s envoy was not among the numerous Grand 
Representatives in attendance, and we wondered, for 
hitherto he was invariably in evidence. The following 
paragraph in the Grand High Priest’s address sadly ex- 
plained the gap : 

“ R. E. Companion D. W. Stanley died at his home in Bar- 
tow, Novebmer 15, 1902. He was a Past High Priest of Thomas 
Brown Chapter, No. 22, Grand Principal Sojourner of this Grand 
Cllapter in 1901, and also Grand Representative of the Grand 
Chapter of Canada near this Grand Chapter. Big hearted, genial, 
with a smile and pleasant word for every one, he was universally 
beloved, and a tinge of sadness comes over us as we realize that 
Companion Stanley will meet with, us here no more. He was an 
honorable man, and his life was marked by zeal, energy and good 
deeds . * 1 

A Chapter at Key West requested the G. H. P. to 
give the High Priest of said Chapter authority to sus- 
pend without action of the Chapter certain Companions 
whoMvere in arrears for dues. 
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He replied that he had no such power, that a Com- 
panion could not be suspended without due action of the 
Chapter to which he belonged. 

A new Chapter was granted by him to St. Augustine, 
and Grand Chapter endorsed his action. 

“The general use of the ‘ cipher book’ in many Chap- 
ters is a growing evil,” said the G. H. P., “and so long 
as they are tolerated so long will there be too many 
officials who will make no effort to commit the work to 
memory. ’ ’ 

“In the interest of Royal Arch Masonry, I would suggest a 
regulation ‘ Forbidding the use of cipher books in open Chapter. ’ ’ 

A Committee was appointed to look into the matter 
and report on the advisability of inviting the General 
Grand Chapter to hold the next triennial convocation 
in Jacksonville. 

A special Committee was appointed to procure de- 
signs and estimates for a Past Grand High Priest's 
jewel, and in case a satisfactory jewel can be procured 
for a reasonable sum, to order six, and have them ready 
for presentation next Annual Convocation, provided: 

“That if the General Grand Chapter shall hold its next tri- 
ennial Convocation in Jacksonville during this, year, the appro- 
priations for jewels for the Past Grand High Priests be postponed 
and the appropriation for the expenses of the representative of 
this Grand Chapter in attending the Convocation of the General 
Grand Chapter be rescinded.” 

Thos. G. Hutchinson, Jacksonville, Grand High 
Priest. 

Wilber P. Webster, Jacksonville, Grand Secretary. 


GEORGIA 


Chapters . . 117 Members . . 4,179 

‘ ‘ Number of Chapters in the roll at the opening of the 
Convocation, 113; number at the close, 117.” There is 
probably no jurisdiction of its size that can equal 
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Georgia in its number of Chapters. The membership 
is not as strong* in proportion. The representation at 
the Eighty-first Annual Convocation at Macon on the 
29th April, 1903, was most gratifying. 

M. E. James W. Taylor, General Grand High Priest-, 
M. W. Max Me} r erhardt, Grand Master, Grand Lodge; 
and the Companions who had answered as Grand Repre- 
sentatives, were presented at the altar and welcomed with 
Grand honors. 

The Royal Craft in Georgia had a most earnest 
worker in Robt. L. Colding, M. E. Grand High Priest. 
Three pages of his address are devoted to an interesting 
account of his visitations. 

Past Deputy Grand High Priest Thomas Ballantyne, 
an old veteran of the Crimean campaign, who was also 
Past Grand Commander of the Knights Templars, died 
at liis home in Savannah, April 24th, 1903, “just as the 
bells were tolling low twelve/ ’ and the Grand High 
Priest, in referring to his career, said : 

“Companion Ballantyne was born in Glasgow, Scotland, Au- 
gust 5th, 1833, and was educated at Hutchinson's Academy, a 
school of renown in Glasgow, after which he served his apprentice- 
ship as an iron moulder. In his young manhood he enlisted in 
the Scottish Greys or Second Boyal Dragoons, famous in song and 
story for its celebrated charge at Balaklava. Companion Ballan- 
tyne was not, however, in this celebrated charge, being on ship- 
board on his way to join his regiment when that celebrated charge 
was made. He was present and participated in the Crimean War 
and was at the capture of Sebastopol, after which he was dis- 
charged and returned home. He moved to the city of Savannah, 
Ga., in 1859, and in the war between the States was placed in 
charge of the work of manufacturing ordnance for gunboats of 
the Confederate States navy." 

He congratulated the Companions that the proposed 
Masonic Home was now an fait accompli: 

“It will shortly be erected and put into successful operation, 
and the Masons of Georgia, bearing in mind the obligations we 
have all assumed, will maintain this Home just so long as want 
needs a haven and humanity a friend, and the unfortunate and 
destitute, whom we have pledged ourselves to aid and assist by 
solemn and binding obligations, are in need of our aid." 
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Yes, the Masons of Georgia have assumed a very 
heavy obligation, the weight of which they have yet to 
realize. We wish them all success in their pious under- 
taking. Among his decisions the following as exempli- 
fying the questionable wisdom of “ante-room” enact- 
ments will not be without interest: 

“8th. A Chapter has a called meeting for work in all the 
degrees. The Mark, Past and Most Excellent Masters 1 Degrees 
are conferred. A recess is taken, and during the time of refresh- 
ment the whole Chapter, Grand Council and other officers, Com- 
panions and candidates go down town and drink beer arranged for 
the occasion, return to the hall and confer the Royal Arch Degree. 
Did such Chapter manifest the principles, spirit and morals of 
Royal Arch Masonry? 

‘ 1 Decision : I do not consider said action proper or dignified. 
Masonry teaches temperance, and while this does not mean total 
abstinence, the example set by the entire Chapter stopping in the 
midst of their work to visit a bar-room is a practice that should 
not be encouraged. The Grand Lodge of Georgia has held that 
beer cannot be served at the end of a Masonic meeting in a room 
adjoining the Lodge room, and I consider the practice of drinking 
in the privacy of a supper room, even though it adjoins the Lodge 
room, a far less evil than the one now complained of. 

To which the Jurisprudence Committee contributed 
the following endorsation: 

“Your Committee not only approves Decision No. 8 of the Grand 
High Priest, relative to the facts therein mentioned, but condemns 
in unmeasured terms the practice of Companions and candidates, 
during the conferring of degrees, leaving the hall and drinking 
beer and other intoxicants provided for the occasion, and return- 
ing afterwards to the hall and having the degrees conferred. 

There is something in the above that impels the ques- 
tion, Which was the most intemperate, the Grand Lodge 
of Georgia or the Companions who in accordance with 
old-timfc custom, adjourned from labor to refreshment 
and incidentally upheld the social side of our “virtue”? 
The Chapter members being shut out of their own prem- 
ises, unless they confined themselves to sarsaparilla or 
the exhilarating lemon squash, very naturally secured 
premises where they might enjoy social intercourse for 
an hour and be free to take a glass of beer or lemonade 
as their inclinations led them. The question as put to 
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the Grand High Priest was couched in unpleasantly 
harsh phraseology, and that officer went peculiarly be- 
yond the limit in assuming from it that the Companions 
left “to visit a bar-room.” He redeemed himself, how- 
ever, in venturing the opinion that the Lodge ante-room 
was preferable to the evil complained of, but the Com- 
mittee, which agreed with him, failed to recommend that 
the Grand Lodge regulation be repealed, which it should 
have done. 


1 1 Boundless intemperance 
In nature is a tyrrany; it hath been 
Th' untimely emptying of the happy throne 
And fall of many Kings." 

Three or four cases engaged the attention of the 
Grievances and Appeals Committee. One of them in- 
volved a recommendation for the expulsion of a Com- 
panion for un-Masonic conduct “in failing to pay his 
initiation fees, having the ability to do so.” 

AVhat kind of conduct was the Chapter guilty of in 
admitting the brother before paying his initiation fees? 
The recommendation revealed a very lop-sided variety 
of justice. 

The following singular resolution, indicating that 
Grand Chapter had gone into the regalia furnishing 
business, was adopted: That the bid of the Manu- 
facturing Company, of , for furnishing the Sub- 

ordinate Chapters with regalia, be accepted, and the s 
Grand Secretary be directed to make a contract for 
twelve months, as per list of articles and prices fur- 
nished. 

A most excellent review of the Grand Chapters was 
contributed by Companion A. M. Lambdin. Under Ar 
kansas he pauses to note the communication from R. E. 
Companion John McLaren, the representative of that 
jurisdiction near the Grand Chapter of Canada: 

1 1 This not only reads well, but shows that Grand Repre- 
sentatives can feel the importance of the honor conferred upon 
them, and their desire to make the honor a benefit to the body 
resentatives and thus add to the pleasure and knowledge of the 
their trust." 
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“We hope that this will be followed by other Grand Rep- 
resentatives and thus add to the pleasure and knowledge of the 
Craft. ; 9 

“An honor well merited. ” Thus he appropriately 
refers to Grand Chapter’s recognition of M. E. Comp. 
Hugh Murray’s devoted services. 

Congratulations are in order, for the wielder of the 
pen is also the wielder of the gavel. Georgia’s choice, as 
usual, was one of wisdom. 

A. M. Lambdin, Barnesville, Grand High Priest. 

W. A. Wolihin, Macon, Grand Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 


Chapters . . 186 Members . . 20,295 

“A year of unexampled prosperity,” reports the 
Committee on Chartered Chapters, a net gain for the 
period of 1,229. This record is one that the Prairie 
State is naturally proud of, and the Companions assem- 
bled at the Fifty-fourth Annual Convocation on the 29th 
October, 1903, no doubt unitedly joined in the Grand 
Chaplain’s eloquent oblation of praise and thanksgiving. 

M. E. Companion Joseph E. Dyas, Dep. Gen. Grand 
High Priest of the General Grand Chapter, U.S.A., was 
introduced and received with the Grand honors. 

Companion Dyas responded in a fraternal spirit, with 
an interesting account of the meeting at Little Rock. 

The Lexington Quartette, having tendered their ser- 
vices for the occasion, then sung several choice selec- 
tions. These probably helped to sustain the Companions 
during the delivery of the Grand High Priest’s address, 
which embraces fifteen pages of the printed proceedings, 
all, or nearly all, of which was purely of local interest. 
His visitations were few, and some good intentions with 
regard to dormant Chapters had to be shelved owing to 
illness at home. 
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He recommended that the per capita be reduced from 
sixty cents to fifty cents, and this was subsequently 
agreed to. 

Past Grand High Priest Wiley M. Egan, who for 
some years represented Canada near his Grand Chapter, 
died in the previous February, and M. E. Companion 
Whipple pays deserved tribute to his memory: 

“His discharge of the various trusts thus committed to his 
hands was not only creditable to himself, but to the Grand Chap- 
ter, and upon the pages of its transactions for all these years 
is the enduring record of his official integrity and fidelity.” 

Two other old-timers had passed away in the persons 
of Past Grand High Priests James Champion McMurtry 
and Edward Coleman Pace. 

The E. Grand Secretary presented the report from 
R. E. Companion William Forbes, Grand Representa- 
tive near the Grand Chapter of Canada, which was 
received and accredited. 

A new Chapter at Chicago Heights, as recommended 
by Grand High Priest Whipple, was granted a charter. 

A recommendation to appropriate five hundred dol- 
lars to the Eastern Star Home, was snuffed out by the 
Committee on Accounts, the lowering of the per capita 
being assigned as a reason. 

M. E. Comp. Warvelle takes a limited express trip 
through the sister jurisdictions : 

‘ ‘ My jurisdictional reviews, in many instances, are very brief. 
This has been occasioned, not by any desire on my part to slight 
any jurisdiction, but because there was nothing to write about. 

“This report has been prepared under the difficulties re- 
sulting from continued ill health, and if you fail to find any 
scintillations of wit or ‘brilliant rhetorical effusions, ' or, for 
that matter, any of those little touches that go to lighten up the 
gloom of a correspondence report, kindly overlook the defects. 

To which we add the earnest hope that he may oe 
speedily restored to give to all the benefit of his wide 
experience and research. 
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However, he furnishes abundant food for reflection 
in his “Aftermath,” or what he styles elsewhere a “topi- 
cal review.” It is most interesting. 

Under the heading “The Cup that Cheers,” he 
handles without gloves the “intemperate” temperance 
that results in a certain phase of class legislation, which 
he stoutly declares- to be antagonistic to true Masonic 
sentiment : 

‘ 1 There is, at the present time, a strong tendency in many 
parts of the country, not only to deny admission to persons en- 
gaged in the manufacture and sale of ardent spirits, but to 
exclude from membership those already admitted who persist 
in following this particular vocation. This tendency is not 
confined to the Lodge, but has manifested itself in the Chapter 
as well, and, in some jurisdictions, has been given a practical 
effect. ' ' 

“That such legislation is a wide departure from the early 
policy of the Craft requires no demonstration. Not a century 
has elapsed since the public house was the common meeting place 
of Lodges and other Masonic bodies, and a reference to the pro- 
ceedings of the English bodies shows that, in many instances, 
the tavern still continues to shelter them. But the new move- 
ment, whatever may be thought of its propriety, seems to be 
gathering strength in all sections of the country, and, from pres- 
ent indications, it is not hazardous to predict that at no dis- 
tant day the exclusion of 1 rum-sellers ’ will be the rule and not 
the exception. Erom the producer to the consumer is not a 
wide step, and if we may legislate against the one, why not the 
other % ’ ’ 

“As a rule, the advocates of the exclusive legislation base 
their arguments largely upon the postulate that ‘ Temperance , 
is not only a cardinal virtue but an underlying principle of 
Freemasonry. Temperance, however, with most of these brethren, 
does not mean moderation, or a restriction upon the indulgence 
of the appetite, but total abstinence. Unfortunately the numer- 
ous brood of 1 temperance J exhorters, reformers, lecturers, pro- 
fessionally drys, et id genus omne , have succeeded in obtaining 
a popular currency for this false meaning of the word, and not 
a few good people fondly imagine that they are temperate, both 
with respect to appetite and passions, when in fact they are 
quite the reverse. Total abstinence is not and never was a Ma- 
sonic teaching, while moderate indulgence — in other words, tem- 
perance — is and always has been enjoined upon the Craft whether 
at work or ref reshment. ’ ’ 

“As a general proposition, the supporters of the new move- 
ment for exclusion condemn both the traffic and the use of in- 
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toxicants, and, as I have said, if we may legislate against the 
producer and distributor, why may we not also against the 
consumer? If we may exclude the liquor dealer, without regard 
to personal qualities, why may we not also the liquor drinker? 
If the sale of liquor shall be made a Masonic offense should we 
not, to be consistent, make the drinking of liquor a like offense? 
If the stuff is inherently vicious why resort to half-way meas- 
ures and while we condemn the one class condone the sins of the 
other " 

“All of these questions must occur to one who calmly and 
dispassionately reviews the situation. When we have once started 
upon our work of reformation, where is it to end? We will 
pass over the brothel keepers and other unsavory occupations 
but how about the respectable (?) men who exact unconscion- 
able interest for the use of money? WTho manipulate the mar- 
kets and create monopolies in the necessaries of life? Who 
crush out small competitors? “Who devour widow's houses, 
and for a pretense make long prayers?" Do we, by placing 
the seal of disapproval on one business thereby say all others 
are approved? If not, then why resort to class legislation at all?" 

Robert L. McKinlay, Paris, Grand High Priest. 
Gilbert W. Barnard, Chicago, Grand Secretary. 

INDIANA 


Chapters . . 107 Members . . 8,528 

The Grand Chapter assembled in its Fifty-eighth 
Annual Convocation in Masonic Temple, in the City of 
Indianapolis, on AVednesday, the 21st day of October, 
1903, and on the twelfth of the following month the 
printed proceedings were in our hands. To R. E. Calvin 
W. Prather, Grand Secretary, is due the credit for this 
remarkable achievement. 

Companion Alvin G. Tillotson, M. E. Grand High 
Priest, remarked in opening: 

“A bounteous harvest has rewarded the labors of the hus- 
bandman. ‘Plenty, Health and Peace' are everywhere manifest. 

“Harmony exists throughout this and sister Grand Juris- 
dictions. Not a cloud is visible upon the horizon of Capitular 
Masonry. ' ' 

That is just where the Correspondent’s trouble comes 
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in. It is the cloud he is looking for, but it’s not there, 
not even a tiny one the size of a man’s hand. This 
'‘peace and prosperity” text is no doubt delightful for 
the chief ruler to expound upon, but the reviewer who is 
forever hunting out subjects of a more lively and topical 
variety is apt to regard it as monotonous, and feels much 
in the position of the amiable "pug,” who realizes that 
the legislatures of his beloved country are at variance 
with his own fashionable views on the wearing of a four- 
ounce glove and little else. 

‘ ‘ And sheathed their swords for lack of argument. ’ 7 

Five new Chapters were organized and two consti- 
tuted. The Chapters generally enjoyed an unparalleled 
growth during the past year, the actual net gain in mem- 
bership in the State being 655. This is a gain of nearly 
one hundred per cent, over last year, and is the greatest 
ever made by Grand Chapter in any one year since it 
was formed. 

The Hoosier State is bent on making a record, not- 
withstanding that— 

‘ ‘ My official acts have not been many, nothing important 
has transpired during my term of office that has needed serious 
attention. Few questions have been asked and few decisions 
rendered . 7 7 

The installing officer in a Chapter, finding that the 
Companion elected to the office of Scribe was absent, 
declared the office vacant, and ordered forthwith an elec- 
tion to fill the gap, and another Companion was elected. 
At the following convocation a motion nullifying the 
action of the previous meeting was carried. Against this 
the installing officer appealed to the Grand High Priest, 
who decided that the action of the installing officer in 
declaring the office of Scribe vacant because the Com- 
panion duly elected to that office was not present, was 
illegal and void. That to have declared the office vacant 
would have required a duly authenticated motion and 
action of the Chapter, and that the motion as made at 
the subsequent meeting which in substance declared the 
action illegal and void, was proper, and the action of 
the Chapter was sustained. 
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Past Grand High Priest jewels for the six Most Ex- 
cellent Companions who had not previously been so fav- 
ored were duly presented and acknowledged. 

Jewels were in the air that day, for after Grand 
Chapter was called from labor to refreshment, the M. E. 
Grand High Priest requested all to remain for a few min- 
utes, whereupon Most Worshipful AYilliam E. English, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, F. & A. M, of In- 
diana, in a very pleasing address presented a Past Grand 
Master’s jewel to Past Grand Master Lucien A. Foote, 
who responded in a few well-chosen words. 

Canada’s faithful representative, M. E. Companion 
Thomas R. Marshall, Past Grand High Priest, “in his 
usual happy and eloquent style,” presented the retiring 
Grand High Priest, Alvin G. Tillotson, with a Past 
Grand High Priest’s jewel. 

And to cap all, their four years Grand Chaplain, 
Rev. Samuel L. Shirley, was made the recipient of “a 
most elegant case of silverware,” and, as usual in such 
cases, “was taken completely by surprise.” The pre- 
sentation speech by Companion Philemon H. Clugston 
was as eloquent as it was unique. 

A motion to reduce the per capita from forty cents 
to twenty-five cents did not appeal to the Jurisprudence 
Committee, who thought it “a matter of too much im- 
portance to determine without some investigation, and as 
this is the last session of the Grand Chapter there is not 
sufficient time for such investigation.” 

Companion Simeon S. Johnson contributed the Cor- 
respondence report, in which Canada for 1902 receives 
fraternal notice. 

New York’s ruler had used the words, “our Imperial 
jurisdiction,” and Companion Johnson’s democratic gall 
rises against the phrase : 

“Why this is an ‘"Imperial Jurisdiction ’ more than Ari- 
zona or any other jurisdiction we do not know. Having some 
, curiosity to know why the Grand High Priest used this term, 
we consult the dictionary and find that ‘imperial 7 is defined 
to mean ‘pertaining to an empire or emperor; royal, supreme. 
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We do not for a moment presume this expression was used in 
reference to any of these meanings, and have concluded the 
word sounded well and was thus used ‘ unthoughtedly. ’ There 
is no ‘ Imperial 1 in Masonry. ” 

We shall now look to see the King deposed in the 
Chapters of Indiana, and in the meantime New York 
must find another distinctive title than “the Empir? 
State.’ ’ 

Indian Territory’s approval of the scientific leg 
elicits the following logical comment : 

“So that a candidate in this jurisdiction with a. wooden leg 
or arm can be made a Royal Arch Mason. If this is good law 
what is there to prevent one who has two artificial legs or arms 
from becoming a Royal Arch Mason ?” 

John J. Glendening, Indianapolis, Grand High Priest. 

Calvin W. Prather, Indianapolis, Grand Secretary. 

INDIAN TERRITORY 

Chapters . . 37 Members . . 1,536 

A gain for the year of 248 and a record for this 
young Grand Chapter to be proud of. It was the Four- 
teenth Annual Convocation that Grand High Priest I. 
B. Kirkland addressed at Guthrie on the 14th April 
last: 

“The year just past has been a pleasant and prosperous 
one*. Not only has our order been advancing, but peace and 
prosperity exist throughout our country.” 

He is not in favor of the peg leg, and so decided on a 
question submitted. 

On one and the same day he authorized dispensations 
for the constitution of new Chapters at Tishomingo, 
Wetumka and Mangum. 

“I am advised that these triplets are in a thriving con- 
dition and doubtless we will have a good report from each at 
this session of the Grand Chapter.” 

i 1 Companion G. P. Uhl, of Stillwater Chapter, No. 14, 
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addressed the Grand Chapter 'proposing some action. He was 
instructed to present his matter in writing and submit it to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence.” 

It is hoped that the Committee will have something 
clearer than the above to “act” upon. 

On motion $500.00 was appropriated to the two Ma- 
sonic Home funds, the one in Indian Territory, the other 
in Oklahoma, to be divided equally between them, $250.00 
to each. 

Let us all pray that the funds will grow. It will be 
much pleasanter to look after them nestling in the bank 
than when they are converted into bricks and mortar. 

Companion Joseph S. Murrow, Grand Secretary, got 
in the Correspondence report this year, which for eco- 
nomical reasons was cut out of the Proceedings of the 
previous period. He is limited as regards space, but he 
furnishes nevertheless a multum in parvo. He praises 
our system of inspection: 

‘ ‘ Most of the Chapters have been visited and a detailed 
report of each is .carefully made and published in the proceed- 
ings. We do not wonder that the Chapters grow and prosper 
under such fostering attention.” 

He has our thanks for words of appreciation. Under 
Michigan he combats the hard and fast line taken on 
physical perfection: 

“We would admit a Brother without fingers as quickly as 
one without teeth, as both are imperfect physically.” 

Herbert J. Evans, Muskogee, Grand High Priest. 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka, Grand Secretary. 

IOWA 


Chapters . . 127 Members . . 9,040 

This prosperous Grand Chapter reached its half cen- 
tury when in Annual Convocation the Companions as- 
sembled at Oskaloosa on September 3rd, 1903, and were 
welcomed by Deputy Grand High Priest Turner, but 
there was a note of sadness : 
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t < Companions, a strange fatality seems to hover over the 

ss » r « » >«•; 

of eternity . 1 * 

“His successor, Companion T. B. Lacey, filled out his term 

Ssb*; ca 

and that his old time vigor and activity were denied hi . 

“Early in February of this year our present Grand High 
Priest I P. Wilson, after many dire forebodings, was totally 
by degeneration of ^SSu^^SU^ 

sr.,K, “'i s,, 1 r« p sr.s4 l “p«‘ 1 .a ■»« »-« 

in immediate unconsciousness.” 

At the conclusion of the Deputy Grand High driest s 

remarks a isolation of sympathy was mtoduced md 

adopted A Committee of three Past Grand High Priests 
was P appointed to go to M. E. Comp. Wilson s home at 
Burlington and present the stricken ruler with t y 
pathetic words of his Companions, as well as the jewel 
of the office he was so worthily filling when he was la t 

low. 

Deputy Grand High Priest George R. Turner pre- 
sented P and read the address of Grand High Priest I. • 
Wilson : 

“My Worthy Companions: We are about to ceMbrate the 
'Golden Anniversary' of the Grand Chapter of Iowa FHty yea s 
ago this Grand Body was organised l at. Mt • Iow f 

present delegates from Iowa Chapter, ^ “ chapter, 

City Chapter, No 2, at • and 

three years ago.” 

Referring to the increase in membership for the year 
of 414, he said : 
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if f 0 , 1 tweniy-fivo. Loyal Arch Masonry in Iowa shows 
steady and healthy growth." a 

Ihe straining for effect which is too common in word- 
ing the published laws for the government of the 
Chapters and guidance of their members, appealed to 
him as being open to criticism : 

In some instances, however, it would seem that the sen- 

need? ^aLeTte 1 ’ 0 * 6 ? a V° l isguise the waning, and that it 
eeds a lawyer to untangle those questions. Why not have 

undersST Th^Taw “1 ft 50 that the la ity can easily 
L T, Stand ^.P e st f ould he so constructed that there can 
be no possibility of a doubtful interpretation. .While it may 
be true that the spirit of the law' may imply the real meam 

bp^tpn } nten a’ the -.? et ? er or literal statement of the law should 
be clearly and positively stated. " snouia 

It was decided to celebrate the semi-centennial in 

nS 1 t n °+l n£mner m 1 ?° 4, and that a so uvenir to commem- 
orate the occasion be procured. Templar Park, Spirit 
Lake, was chosen for the next Annual Convocation. 

A ease of village politics was before the Grievances 
and Appeals Committee. It was a case of trouble in the 
Chapter at Lstherville. The charges were : 

Fnst - That Companion W. H. Foote did, without iust 
cause, wrongfully and maliciously prosecute and persecute Com- 
pamon Edwin Dukes a member of the same Cha^r both b” 
fore the school board and justice court of Estherville thereby 

fuSess a of n 5reptha Sa Chapter.^ an * 0n ^ ’ ^ «S 

subordination in deserting h?s ItatLn Is^CapTaTn ^f^the^Host 
said Chapter. ha Chapter ’ and tliercb y llind ered the business of 

icious and Companion 

contentions^therein. ° rt ^ er ^to disrepute andTrS 

To these charges a plea of not guilty was entered service 
accepted and time waived, and a trial had, which resulted in 
the expulsion of Companion Foote. resulted in 

The Companion appealed to Grand Chapter, and a 
voluminous transcript of the evidence was submitted. 
Ine Committee found: 
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‘ ‘ That this transcript contains but very ^ le a^^lNXasonic 

ss? s as? is rz( s — 

from the evidence, adduced, upon the defendant. 

“We are of the opinion that the action of the Chapter in 
this case is evidently actuated by a spirit of retaliation, and is 

ss? — . .< * “ r.,rs sx* 

In concluding that the allegations are not supported by the evi 
dence. * * 

The sentence was reversed by the Committee, and the 
accused Companion restored to full membership, but e 
did not get off altogether: 

“An! as a warning to him and other members of that 

Chapter who have nT’ ^e"' recommend 6 ^ ° Com- 

endanger their Masonic r , officers and mem- 

r i0 “ f F I°e 0 ut ha e Cha“pte r r e NO 128 of thTs Grand Jurisdiction be 
bers of Jeptha Onapte , TP -p r ain from such unmasonic con- 

ballot or otherwise 

bring harm upon our fraternity. 

Tt was further recommended that the jewel of office 
, ii Sh Priest of the Chapter be arrested and author- 
ise |ven the second in command to assume the duttes 
for the balance of the Capitular year : 

2 “.ary «*•**£— 
“sssrSf™ •>■{“ s? .s« “ ““ ,r 

emulation, of who best can work and best agree. 

ComDanion W. F. Cleveland is the author tor 

sentative system elicits the following: 

“If it is, in fact, such a ^^fj^dirtion in the* 1 United 
Masonry, why does almos every d b do those jurisdictions 

wmu*- •» ““ *° 
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return to it? We desire to say to Companions of New Mexico, 
that we believe that their close and intimate fraternal relations 
with sister jurisdictions will become more firmly established 
through the influence of the Reportorial Corps and this same 
system of Grand Representatives than from any other source. 
See to it that the Grand Representatives of other Grand Chap- 
ters near your Grand Body are composed of live, active Masonic 
workers, who will regularly attend your Annual Convocations, 
and then after the sessions urge them to make brief report to 
the Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter they represent, and 
thus do your part towards making the Representative system 
what it is intended to be, rather than cry it down without rea- 
son nor cause. ’ ’ 

To the Pennsylvanian explanation of our criticism of 
their official nomenclature, Companion Cleveland offers 
some comment : 

1 ‘ Under Canada, in reply to Companion Bennett’s criticisms 
in regard to the custom in vogue in Pennsylvania of according 
the title of Most Excellent to all of the elective officers of the 
Grand Chapter instead of using that title for the Grand High 
Priest alone, they make quite an extended reply, showing that 
such was the custom in many of the Grand Chapters in days 
of yore. That such was the case in the early history of Cap- 
itular Masonry they have established beyond a doubt, but that 
is no reason that the custom should arbitrarily be continued. 
We believe the high office of Grand High Priest should have 
a distinctive title unto itself, and we like the custom that gener- 
ally obtains of referring to the Grand High Priest as Most 
Excellent and the remaining elective officers as Right Excellent. ** 

Geo. E. Turner, Waterloo, Grand High Priest. 

Alf. Wingate, Des Moines, Grand Secretary. 


KANSAS 


Chapters . . 81 Members . . 5,800 

Kansas possesses an illustrious Companion on the roll 
of officers of the General Grand Chapter who will, if he 
is spared, rise to the dignity of head of that venerable 
and important body, but although at the Thirty-eighth 
Annual Convocation, held at Wichita, on the 16th Febru- 
ary, 1903, he held the lowly office of Grand Master of the 
First Veil, nevertheless M. E. Comp. Bestor G. Brown 
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received a special welcome at the hands of his Compan- 
ions, and in responding said : 

“I do take great pleasure in receiving these honors of Ma- 
sonry in behalf of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, 
an organization of men that has long commanded the respect of 
the entire Masonic world; an organization which, in point ol its 
personnel is the peer of any organization of men, and which, when • 
in convocation at Washington, our national capital, was com- 
pared in the public prints to the Supreme Court of the United 
States.” 


M. E. Edward W. Wellington, Grand High Priest, 
then presented and read his annual address. Among; 
those called away by death during the year was M. 
Andrew M. Callaham, Past Grand High Priest, and also 
Grand Representative from the District of Columbia, 

The regulation for the promulgation of the new ritual 
will come as a shock to the advocates of the mouth to 
ear” method of other jurisdictions: 


“Individual members of subordinate chapters can obtain 
rituals only upon the recommendation of the High Priest amd 
Secretary of their chapters, under seal. A fee of $1.25 must 
accompany each application, and the applicant must sign a pledge, 
sSilar tothe unsigned by the officers, which shall further pro- 
vide, that the applicant will annually present the ritual to tne 
Secretary of his chapter for identification, and will surrender 
the same to the Secretary upon removing from the jurisdiction. 
The subordinate chapter shall be charged with each ritual o 
ered through its officers, and be held responsible for the appli- 
cant’s compliance with the aforesaid pledge. 

He made but two visitations, and the stereotyped ex- 
planation accompanies the record : 

“My time during the past year has been so occupied with 
excessive business cares that I found it impossible to carry out 
my original intention of visiting most of our chapters, this to 
my great disappointment.” 


Notwithstanding the ease with which the ceremonial 
work can be procured in Kansas, the growth of the Royal 
Craft was not up to expectation. He found on examina- 
tion 4 4 that 121 of the net increase stands to the credit ol 
nine Chapters, leaving a balance of only 33 to be ac- 
counted for among the other seventy-two Chapters. He 
assigns three causes for the falling off: 
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1st. The general prosperity throughout the land which forces 
some men to take advantage of the hour, and devote more time 
to the material improvement of their condi tiohs — this at the ex- 
pense of social and Masonic duties. 

2nd. The spreading of so many other fraternal organizations 
that afford greater social enjoyments, and furnish insurance and 
sick benefits to their members. 

3rd. 'That the ritualistic work is not in good condition. 


Singular that the prosperity for which every other 
jurisdiction is grateful should be described in Kansas 
as a hindrance to the advancement of Masonry. 

The Grand Secretary was again able to. report that 
annual returns and dues had been received from all 
chapters on the roll. 

One chapter was instituted and another ceased to 
work. 

The Grand Secretary’s salary was increased by $150. 
The appropriation under this head being $1,200. 

Grand Secretary Shaver presented his third report 
on Correspondence and there is no perceptible falling 
away from his early painstaking efforts. He culls the 
choicest bits as he moves along and compiles an excellent 
review for his Companions. He makes kindly mention 
of Canada for 1902. On the ritual question he does not 
see quite eye to eye with his colleagues in Kansas. 

“We are a firm believer in the 1 mouth to ear* method of 
instruction in the lodge ritual. It is the best and only proper 
method of instruction, and we are not in favor of a cipher which 
will enable a M&son to learn it in any other way. We are in 
favor, however, of an official initial ‘aid to the memory/ which 
will enable a Mason who has nroperly learned the work to retain 
it and refresh his memory when necessary. In this business age, 
the average memory demands such an assistance, and will have it 
— hence we call it a necessary evil.” 


Frank E. Davis, Atchison, Grand High Priest. 
William M. Shaver, Topeka, Grand Secretary. 
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KENTUCKY 


Chapters . . 81 


Members . . 4,187 


Seven (Chapters were added to the roll, sis being 
restorations and one new. The membership was increased 
by 343. 

The Grand High Priest, M. E. Companion Edward C. 
Sellers, informed the Eighty-fifth Annual Convocation 
at Louisville on 21st October, 1902, that “this has been 
an uneventful year in Capitular Masonry an this juris- 
diction, nothing startling or extraordinary having oc- 
curred to disturb its peace and harmony.” And a 
perusal of his address would corroborate the statement. 

The “usual” number of requests for dispensations to 
receive and ballot on petitions out of time was granted. 

“Some Chapters,” he said, “seem to be disposed to 
ignore the law and invade the jurisdiction of other Chap- 
ters, without asking consent. Let us hope it is done 
through ignorance. This is a serious matter, and has a 
tendency to cause trouble and discord among those who 
should live in perfect harmony.” 

He did not record any visitations, but he got his jewel 
just the same, and, by the way, nineteen of his prede- 
cessors were similarly decorated.. Each jewel cost $50.00, 
or a total of 20 for $1,000.00. 


The stones in the “breast-plate” 
lowing order: 

Emerald, Topaz, 

Jasper, Sapphire, 

Amethyst, Agate, 

Beryl, Onyx, 


to be arranged in the fol 

Sardius, 

Carbunkle, 

Ligure, 

Chrysolite. 


The Past Grand High Priests were lined up, and the 
chairman of the Committee, Companion Lewis, affixed 
the distinctive badge and eloquently addressed them : 

“Now, in testimony of our appreciation of your former 
labors and a continuance of our respect and esteem, we present 
you these Tokens, to be borne with you down the hill of life, in 
this age of strenuous life the aged are all too soon relegated to 
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the rear, as of no avail, but these are to remind you that though 
your step may be feeble and your forms bent with the weight of 
years, here a fraternal welcome always awaits you, and to you 
the hand of brotherly love and friendship will ever ~e extended. 
And at last, when you shall one by one drop out to join the in- 
numerable caravan moving to the Sanctum Sanctorum above, a 
White Stone shall be erected in our archives, with your names 
written thereon, to commemorate your virtues, your fidelity and 
your unwearied zeal. ” 

P. G. H. P. Thomas, for his associate Past Grand High 
Priests, responded as follows: 

But alas! Companion Thomas’ response does not fol- 
low, the Grand Secretary explaining in a foot note: 

Five full weeks have passed since Grand Chapter closed, but 
copy from Comp. Thomas has failed to reach here. Grand Secre- 
tary requires printer to proceed with the printing. 

Another opportunity for immortality unseized. Now 
who will regret it most? 

Border reciprocity was agreed to. The Grand Sec- 
retary, in reporting on the resuscitation of dormant 
Chapters, wisely said: 

“I respectfully recommend that a part of the old balances 
due by these revived Chapters be remitted. To remit all might 
not be wise — inasmuch as it w^ould serve as a precedent and en- 
courage laxity in methods. To be kind and generous is noble, 
begets gratitude and stimulates virtue. To be harsh or lavish 
provokes resentment or encourages indifference and carelessness. * 9 

The pursuit of knowledge, characteristic of Ken- 
tucky, is illustrated in the following, the reading of 
which may occasion a sigh elsewhere : 

/‘In the rush for copies of the ritual some of the Companions 
received them without giving receipts, and I would be glad that 
the list of Chapters to whom they were delivered according to the 
receipts in my hands can now be corrected . 99 

There were no grievances to consider, and it seems 
to be so generally, as M. E. Comp. Staton remarks in 
closing his admirable report on Correspondence : 

“ Peace and prosperity has attended the efforts of the Royal 
Craft all over the United States and Canada. There is not a 
jurisdiction that has not reported an advance during the year, and 
no losses anywhere, for which we are devoutly thankful.” 
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He pays tribute to Canada for 1902 in kindly review 
of our proceedings for that year. 

John W. Landrum, Mayfield, Grand High Priest. 

Henry B. Grant, Louisville, Grand Secretary. 

LOUISIANA 


Chapters . . 24 Members . . 1,511 

The Fifty-sixth Annual Convocation was opened at 
New Orleans on the 3rd February, 1903, with an average 
attendance, twenty-one out of the twenty-four Chapters 
being represented. The M. E. Grand High Priest, R. W. 
Allen, delivered an address that was chiefly remarkable 
for what it omitted to include. 

He announced that in his efforts to fulfil his duty he 
‘ ‘done all that I could,” referred to the 4 4 grim Archer” 
and the “ State of the Order,” issued dispensations for. 
two new Chapters, and made one decision. There is no 
record of official visitations, this duty devolving appar- 
ently on the Grand Lecturer, who closes his report with:- 

“I am pleased to report that the present year gives indica- 
tions of being one of great prosperity for the ( Royal Craft 9 in 
our jurisdiction.” 

There was nothing in the doings of Grand Chapter 
to interest, other than the Companions thereof. 

The Grand Chaplain, Rev. Herman C. Duncan, con- 
tributes again the report on Correspondence, which em- 
braces forty-eight most interesting pages of the appen- 
dix. In his exordium he observes: 

“'The jurisdiction of the Craft is gradually solidifying into 
a compact code, and as the Correspondence Corps is an element 
in the digestive apparatus that is producing this co mm on law, 
common in the sense of universal, we make our dutiful contribu- 
tion of criticism. This is the reason for our comments and this 
the spirit in which they are evolved — that the accepted precepts 
may be as just and as true as possible. Many a time the august 
teaching of our art is clothed in imagery that is beautiful and 
wonderfully attractive because so beautiful. To reach such lan- 
guage is at once refreshing and an aid to the teachers of the art. 
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For these causes, therefore, we have quoted such ornate speeches 
as we have found . } 1 

Canada apparently was more practical than ornate, 
for he dismisses us with ten lines, embraced in which is : 

‘ ‘ The report on Correspondence is from the pen of the Grand 
Scribe E., or the Grand Secretary, B. E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett. 
His review of Louisiana is appreciative. Thanks, Companion, for 
personal allusions. We are not wearied. Our mental vigor is 
refreshed rather than enervated, and we feel quite equal to anjy 
bouts that may come our way. Chinese warfare is unpleasant, 
but it is not deadly.” 

But lie likes it occasionally. In Arkansas he detects 
an occurrence of the Sir Boyle Roche variety: 

‘ ^ V onderf ul are the minds of some of the Arkansas Com- 
panions. A letter is published from M. E. Comp. Dannelly stat- 
ing that his bodily infirmities are such that he is unable to meet 
with them, and adds, 1 Though I cannot be with you in body, be 
assured, if living, I shall be with you in mind. ; And so it must 
have been, for we find him signing and certifying to the minutes 
of the Order of High Priests. ; 9 

Ihe following comment, elicited by a remark on the 
nomenclature of the chief officers of Ireland’s Grand 
Chapter, will be read with interest: 

\ It .will be observed that the King is the presiding officer. 
This is in accordance with English methods, and is a general, 
although not a universal, custom with Grand Chapters of the 
British Dominions. It is said that our American ancestors, while 
willing to dedicate their Chapters in the name of a Viceroy, were 
unwilling to have any one bearing the title even of a King to 
preside over them, and so organized Capitular Masonry in this 
country that the High Priest was made presiding officer and the 
representative of the King was given to sit in the second place 
m the Council, but in the enumeration of the officers he was placed 
below the Scribe. Companions will remember that Zerubbabel 
was the Prince, and the order in which their names is rehearsed 
is Joshua, Ilaggai and Zerubbabel. We follow the work, but we 
do think this last lick is quite an unnecessary and inconvenient 
piece of American democracy.” 

There it is, in a nutshell, but had we put the case in 
the forcible but eminently truthful words of Companion 
Duncan, the entire corps reportorial would have found 
a delightful topic to break up the monotony. 

‘ ‘ Then rose up Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the 
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son of Jozadak and began to build the House of Godwhichxsat 
Jerusalem, and with them were, the prophets of God helping 
them . ” Ezra 5: 2. 

It has frequently been a matter for remark that the 
United States system of the Royal Arch should hav 
given precedence to the High Priest, when 1 s 
clear throughout the entire Biblical narrative of the 
second Temple, that Zerubbabel was the leader assisted by 
the High Priest and supnorted by the advice and encour- 
agement of Haggai and the prophets. In our own sys- 
tem the placing of Haggai before Joshua is palpably an 
error. Comp. Duncan’s opinion as to why an mterior 
place was given to the King is probably held by others, 
but they are not so outspoken. But although Zerubba- 
bel was the lineal descendant of the royal house of Dav 
he was at no time dubbed a king. He was the Prince ot 
the people, ’ ’ however, and their leader as Governor ot 
Judea. His relegation to an inferior position seems to 
have been the brilliant idea of the great American ritual 
reformer of the period. How m the name of all that 
consistent, that teeming democratic brain failed when 
remodelling the earlier degrees, to foment a revolt at the 
building of the first Temple and so place the Tynan 
architect in supreme authority as President, is bu 
vond comprehension. It would have been just as easy 
for him to drop Solomon and the royal Hiram a peg 
each and thus maintain the glorious principles for which 
he worked and apparently succeeded m his reconstruc- 
tion of the subsequent degrees. 

Zerubbabel. Joshua and Haggai, Prince, High Priest 
and Prophet (not Scribe), were the chiefs of the San- 
hedrim. the first mentioned being accorded full authority 
by the decree of King Cyrus. 

“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this 
house, his hands shall also finish it.” Zech. 4: 9. 

But when the ingenious ritual reformer undertook to 
change things, the days of kings and princes on his por- 
tion of the continent had passed. Hence Companion 
Duncan’s observation, “an unnecessary and inconveni- 
ent piece of American democracy.” 
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To a Montana recommendation in connection with the 
Seven Branch Candlestick as Lesser Lights, that the can- 
dlestick be only used in the ceremonies of the Most Ex- 
cellent Master's degree and Royal Arch degree when the 
room or a portion thereof is made to represent the sanc- 
tum sanctorum or Holy of Holies of King Solomon's 
Temple, ’ ’ he has something good to say, winding up thus : 

4 4 The holding of a council of the rulers of the people in the 
outer court of the Tabernacle, and the presence there of the can- 
dlestick do not conflict with well established historic verities, but 
a seven branched candlestick within the sanctum sanctorum . of 
King Solomon’s Temple in the days of Zerubbabel is like talking 
of Mr. Roosevelt’s taking lunch with Abraham.” 

Companion Duncan concludes a highly enjoyable and 
decidedly instructive pamphlet with a continuation of 
his historical sketch of the early Chapters of Louisiana. 

R. V. Allen, Franklin, Grand High Priest. 

Richd. Lambert, New Orleans, Grand Secretary. 


MAINE 


Chapters . . 57 Members . . 6,974 

At the convocation held in Portland on May 6th, 
1902, the lamented Josiah H. Drummond, P.G.H.P., was 
present. It was his last. He was called on the 25th 
October following “as he was walking from his house to 
his office, his great heart, which had held large place for 
so wide and so varied interests, and for a multitude of 
devoted friends, suddenly ceased to beat, and he fell 
dead.” 

M. E. Comp. Fred. W. Plaisted, Grand High Priest, 
presided over this convocation, and congratulated the 
Companions on “the successful completion of the most 
prosperous year in the history of Capitular Masonry in 
this jurisdiction.” 

He had a case of violation of jurisdiction before him, 
and it involved some knotty points, which were, however, 
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amicably adjusted, but present conditions and the old 
law are in conflict: 

“If possible a remedy should be provided for the evil that 
grows out of our making jurisdiction depend upon distance when 
railroad facilities are involved. The rapid increase of railroads 
and especially of trolley lines in this State is, I fear, bound to 
augment this trouble. As the law now stands I do not see that 
any departure from ‘the nearest Chapter by the usually traveled 
route ' as the law of the jurisdiction can be permitted / 9 

He presided at several public installations, to which 
Master Masons and the ladies flocked in crowds, in one 
case “ hardly room remained for the performance of the 
work,” and no wonder: 

“Hall's orchestra furnished music throughout the evening, 
and several selections were finely rendered by the Utopian quar- 
tette. After the installation ceremonies, refreshments were 
served. Tables were arranged for those who cared to join in a 
game of whist, while the younger element of the company repaired 
to the banquet hall, which had been reserved for dancing / 9 

That's the kind of ceremony to impress the girls, and 
of course public installations are held to create an im- 
pression. 

In February he visited Eastern Chapter, at East- 
port, the easternmost Masonic body in the United States. 
Eastern Chapter received its charter from the Grand 
Chapter of Maine, May 3, 1855, and of the nine charter 
members only one, Dr. R. B. Patterson, survives, and he 
was present at this convocation. All the charter mem- 
bers received the Royal Arch degree in the Chapter of 
Lodge No. 315, located at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, 
which was under the jurisdiction of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of Ireland. 

In the report of the Deputy Grand High Priest he 
includes an account of his visit to the Chapter at Hallo- 
well : 

‘ ‘ The Book of Marks contains many beautiful designs, finely 
executed, and is doubly prized by the Companions because it has 
the original mark of Past High Priest Drummond/ ' 

The system of inspection was well carried out by the 
officers deputed for that purpose, and their reports are 
most interesting. 
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The Correspondence report was prepared by M. E. 
Companion Drummond, and was undoubtedly his last 
Masonic utterance. It was his thirty-sixth report on 
Correspondence in this Grand Body. 

Canada for 1902 had received from him over two 
pages. He specially noted the address of Grand Chapter 
to the King: 

"It was executed splendidly on four pages, and a half tone 
of each of them is given in the Proceedings, and it is certainly 
one of the most beautiful and finely executed pieces of work of 
the kind that we ever saw." 

He agreed with us on the dependent membership 
question : 

"Of the attempted guardianship of the Lodge by the Chap- 
ter, he well says: 

‘ ‘ And we respectfully reiterate the statement that it is in- 
consistent for one government to legislate for the subjects of 
another, separate and distinct. The advisability and sentiment of 
the contentions are on a totally different pedestal. They may be 
looked up to and admired, but they are not to be bowed down to 
and worshipped." 

"He very properly also defends the practice of taking bonds 
from secretaries and treasurers, holding that practically there is a 
business end to our organization as well as a Masonic end, and 
that the business should be done in accordance with business 
methods. 

"We observe in this report a little softening of the preju- 
dice of our Companion against the General Grand Chapter, but it 
looks to us as if there were room for further progress in this 
direction." 

Howard D. Smith, Norway, Grand High Priest. 

Stephen Berry, Portland, Grand Secretary. 

1903. 


Chapters . . 57 Members . . 7,287 

The Seventy-eighth Annual Convocation was held as 
formerly at Portland on the 5th May, 1903, M. E. How- 
ard D. Smith, Grand High Priest, presiding: 
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* ‘ It affords me great pleasure, as it must every Boyal Arch 
Mason, to see so many of the representative men of the State, 
men who are famous in business, in the law and in the/ church, 
meeting together for one end, the advancement of Masonry . ” 

Most feelingly he alluded to the deaths of Past Grand 
High Priests Burnham and Drummond. The former 
had long been a familiar figure. For nearly fifty years 
he was a constant attendant on all the Grand Bodies, and 
was an earnest and conscientious worker. He had been 
at the head of all the Grand Bodies of the State. To 
Companion Drummond's unceasing devotion and great 
ability he paid deserved tribute: 

“No one ever doubted his word or questioned his integrity. 
The fact that he approved a measure or made a decision was 
enough to stamp it with the seal of truth. The knowledge with 
which his memory was stored was so placed and classified that it 
could be used at any and every call with surpassing effect. An 
earnest student in Masonry, he was devoted to its sublime teach- 
ings, a master as to the power and the meanings of its laws. No 
eloquent tributes, no monument or marble statue can adequately 
acknowledge his services to the Freemasonry of this continent. ;; 

In the course of his address he observed that ‘ 4 the old 
question of admitting clergymen without fee came up 
in new and unexpected ways. A Chapter revised its by- 
laws, making the fee for clergymen three dollars. The 
amendment was not approved, and returned with the 
following answer: The constitution of the Grand Chap- 
ter fixes a minimum sum which all candidates must pay 
for the degrees, and does not make any exception in 
favor of clergymen. In 1868 it was decided that the 
‘Chapters are not authorized to confer degrees on 
clergymen without fee." Now it may be argued the 
three dollars is a fee, which is true, but it is not the fee 
established by this Grand Chapter." 

‘ ‘ The Grand Chapter has fixed a minmum fee of twenty 
dollars which all candidates must pay for the degrees. I presume 
it might admit clergymen without fee by changing the constitution, 
and so it might make a law to admit carpenters without fee, but 
I doubt very much if it would be ‘good law.* While Chapters 
have an undoubted right to vote their funds to members in need of 
charity, whether clergymen or otherwise, I do not think it would be 
proper to vote the fees of a candidate in the way that you propose. 
It savors too much of the old saying, ‘ whipping the devil around 
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the stump. As the constitution now stands, clergymen can only 
t>e admitted on the same terms as other candidates . } 9 


Concluding*, lie sounded a note of warning, the echo 
of which might be heard with advantage elsewhere : 

r , . ^at we have reason for congratulation at the con- 

cUtion of Koyal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction. Almost with- 
ou exception the Chapters are in a highly prosperous condition. 
I he gain in membership is the largest for years. In fact, Ma- 
sonry was never more popular than it is to-day, so popular that 
candidates S,,US t0 eXercise the u tmost care in the admission of 


A petition for a dispensation for a new Chapter in 
the town of Sedgwick, to be. called Minnewaukon Chap- 
ter, signed by thirteen Companions, was presented. 

Companion Herbert Harris succeeds the lamented 
rummond as Chairman of Correspondence, and modest- 
ly submits his first report, which bears the test of the 
overseer s square throughout. His review of Canada 
was extensive, embracing nearly five nages. He, like his 
illustrious predecessor, is impressed with our system of 
Chapter inspection : 


nm . ' usua b the lar f est part, and in some ways the most im- 
part ’ of th f e Proceedings is made up of the reports of 
the Grand Superintendents, eighteen in number, showing these 
Companions to be zealous and faithful in their work; if a Chap- 
ter is feeble or its members begin to lose their zeal, a visit from 
the Superintendent soon puts new life into them; if there is some 
special cause of trouble, he investigates and helps to set it right ; 

s ° me , '' ases . *!'' e or six visits to a single Chapter are recorded. 
thTf 1<ea °r , th . e , slz ® of , the districts is gained from the fact 

trav’plea i* onn Strl - < i t °- f onl 7 four Cha P ters , the Superintendent 
tra\eled 1,800 miles in order to visit three of them. This fre- 

quent inspection bears fruit in the vigorous condition of the 
Chapters; in one district of five Chapters only thirteen members 
were round who were one year in arrears. " 


° u ^ rec °gnize that notable achievement 
oi the linotype / 7 seconded by the “devil / 7 notwith- 
standing a re-revise. What can one do but go out into 
the cold world and weep? 


n According t, ° the re Port of the elections, Comp. Bennett, 
Grand Secretary, has been promoted to the position of Grand 
Janitor; we hope these ‘blushing honors' will not influence him 
to give up his duties as Grand Secretary and Correspondent." 
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That dependent membership is not to his fancy, is 
gathered from his quotation of us in reply to Comp. 
Hodson, of Oregon. We acknowledge the compliment. 

“We make no apology for giving the greater part of his re- 
marks under Oregon, on dependent membership; we have else- 
where noticed Comp. Hodson ’s deliverance on the subject, but 
Comp. Bennett’s reply is so much better than we could make, that 
we want our Companions to read it. ’ ’ 

But he has a word to say himself when reviewing 
Oregon on this Masonic “union label” legislation, which 
will appeal to those who value the principle of freedom 
in thought and action inculcated in the primary degrees: 

“But when he implies that these ‘cold-blooded, white-livered 
sneaks’ are the only ones touched by the modern legislation, and 
says it never caught ‘the faithful brother, who stands ready to 
perform his duty, ’ it seems to us that he puts it rather strongly , 
we think it entirely possible for a worthy brother to ?ave satis 
factory reasons for preferring to retain membership in Chapter 
or Commandery and to give up that in the Lodge “ d ^ 1S ^ e . 
feeling the most profound respect and affection for that orgam 
zation S which is the foundation of all Masonry. It is, of course, 
possible that the brethren so vigorously described above, consti- 
tute the greater number of those touched by the ne , > 

even if so such as they are of no use to a Bodge except in the 
matter of dues and the Lodge fund is usually larger in propor- 
Uon to expenses than that of the other bodies. . We can conceive 
' nf rm advantage to any Masonic body, sufficient to offset the 
injustice oTXrfering^itt the ancient right of a Mason to 
remain a non-affiliate if he so chooses. 

Howard D. Smith, Norway, Grand High Priest. 

Stephen Berry, Portland, Grand Secretary. 

MARYLAND 


Chapters . . 21 


Members . . 2,244 


‘ 4 Peace and harmony prevail within our borders, anu 
I am pleased to report that not a single grievance has 
been brought to my attention. 

Pleasant words for the Companions at the One Hun- 
dred and Fifth Annual Convocation m Baltimore on the 
11th November, 1902. But Grand High Priest Clark 
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had to announce that death had claimed two of their 
number, who could ill be spared : 

“Past Grand High Priest William Henry Shryock and Past 
General Grand High Priest George L. McCahan have entered 

make? and^bmlder kGol- C% ^ f ° Undati °“ s 

He made a number of visitations, issued a few dis- 
pensations, paid tribute to the devotion and zeal of the 
land .Secretary and Grand Lecturer, and was not given 
he opportunity to record a single decision. He closec. 
until tlie following wise counsel: 

“Permit me in conclusion, to caution vou to ever bear in 
the'n^ 1 ? 1106 ’#^* M . aso .“7 demands the performance of no duty, 
but U r ce ,° n ° Py lnc *P le - ^at L extravagant or impracticable: 
the hLt n# dema ^,. 1 “ the most solemn manner that we should, to 

adliee Idrn v abl ht a’ endea ™ r to correct each others failings by 
adiiee, admonition and reproof, whether that failing be ignorance 

nrnnTt P^ udlce > /nd that we should to the utmost of our power 
promote the great end of our Institution with fervency zeal and 
fidelity, and until these are our distinguishing characteristics we 
can not expect to conform to the principles of onr Order or fu a 
our obligations as Masons. * f iuinj 

The Committee, however, thought he might have im- 
proved upon his official record : 

ornl Committee regrets much that circumstances have rend- 

eied it impossible for the Grand High Priest to visit all the 
subordinate Chapters, as one regards these visits of great im- 
portance, seeing as they do to keep the Chapters in touch with 
the Grand Officers and Grand Chapter. * 1 

The Committees on Grievances and Unfinished Busi- 
ness reported that nothing had been submitted to them 
tor consideration. 

The latest is. apparently, not always the best, as the 
Grand Secretary was ordered to call in the red book that 
was issued m 1897, and which contains the ceremonies 
rf^atian. etc., and replace same with the issue 0 / 

,,, ^ despatch was received from the Grand Chapter of 
\V est Virginia, conveying greetings, announcing that 
Maryland s representative there had been elected Grand 
fligii t riest. By a singular coincidence, West Virginia’s 
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representative in Maryland was the choice of his Grand 
Chapter for the same high office, and the reply was at 
once wired : 

“Our newly elected and installed Grand High Priest is the 
Grand Representative of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia 
near that of Maryland — in other words, the Grand Representa- 
tive of each Grand Chapter was elected and installed about the 
same hour to preside over the destinies of the other for the en- 
suing year. ” 

M. E. Comp. E. T. Schultz, the veteran Correspond- 
ent, whose recovery from affected vision we trust is in 
the near future, furnishes, as usual, the annual review 
of the Grand Chapters, making fraternal mention of 
Canada for 1902. 

He is an opponent of the “ union label’ ’ in Masonry, 
otherwise the dependent membership doctrine, and comes 
out flatfooted against it : 

“If all that the advocates of this doctrine claim, will re- 
sult, by the adoption of the Grand Encampment regulation, we 
would still advocate its repeal, because it is a matter over which 
it has no right to legislate. Membership in Lodge, Chapter or 
Commandery is wholly a voluntary matter, as we have more than 
once said, no Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter or Grand Commandery 
can rightfully legislate otherwise.” 

J. James Foble, Cambridge, Grand High Priest. 

John H. Miller, Baltimore, Grand Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Chapters . . 76 Members . . 16,940 

The usual quarterly convocations preceded the One 
Hundred and Fourth Annual held in Boston, Dec. 9, 
1902. At the first, the death of Thos. Waterman, M.D., 
Past Grand High Priest, brought out an appropriate 
memorial report from the Committee: 

“That the son of one who for over thirty years was the Sec- 
retary of this Grand Chapter should early become interested ip 
Masonry and its teaching can excite no wonder. Accustomed 
as a boy to meet in his home those Fathers of the Institution 
who were its support during the anti-Masonic bitterness, it would 
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indeed have been strange had he not early become connected with 
that Fraternity of which his father was so distinguished a 
member. ’ 1 

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest, at the third 
quarterly, alluded fittingly to the death of two of the 
permanent members of Grand Chapter: Companions 
Charles T. Chase, of Haverhill, Past Grand Scribe, 1893, 
and Charles H. Norris, of Salem, Past Grand Scribe, 
1868. 

The custom which has obtained at the Annual Con- 
vocation in former years was practised by the Grand 
Lecturers in the exemplification of the degrees. The 
same custom of rendering the lecture appropriate to each 
degree at the close of its exemplification was also observ- 
ed, the Grand Lecturer presiding for the time interro- 
gating and his associate responding. 

It wasn’t a case of “all work and no play” either, 
for at the conclusion of the Most Excellent Degree an 
intermission was declared. A procession was formed and 
the Companions marched to the banquet hall, where a 
substantial lunch had been prepared by the Grand 
Chapter. They were thus prepared for “exaltation.” 

Grand High Priest Samuel F. Hubbard appears to 
have been fully sensible of his high responsibility : 

1 1 The prosperity and harmony which prevailed among all 
the Chapters of this Commonwealth, on my accession to office, I 
am happy to report, still continue. 

“The spirit of loyalty, earnestness of purpose, and the de- 
sire to carry our standard to the fore show no abatement. 

“These five talents I return to you intact and although I do 
not bring you five other talents, I hope I may be credited with, 
at least, so much sincerity of purpose that it may not be said of 
me ‘he went and hid thy talent in the earth.’ 

“District Grand Chapters of Instruction were opened in 
every district in the State with two exceptions. I was present 
at eight of them and was thus afforded an opportunity to observe 
their value.” 

He evidently was “up against” the wooden man at 
some of these gatherings, for he was apparently impress- 
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ed the other way. How true his words will be admitted 
by those who have “been there” themselves: 


‘ 4 These exemplifications have their limitations, however. 
They can give instruction in the ritual and mode of work, but 
they cannot give that training in expression which is necessary 
to convey, in an impressive way, the moral lessons of the de- 
grees. Work may be letter perfect and yet be so bad as to fail 
utterly to accomplish its purpose. Good work demands a careful, 
thoughtful study of the lines and a proper and effective oral 
delivery. ’ 1 


The wisdom of continuing the quarterly convocations 
seems to have been a matter of discussion owing to sparse 
attendance : 


“I quite agree with that conservatism which says, Prove 
all things and hold fast that which is good,’ yet, if it can be 
shown that the interests of this Grand Chapter can be served 
as well, not to say better, by having two Convocations a year in- 
stead of four, then it may be good judgment to make the change, 
but not otherwise.” 

He is an advocate of the social side of things, and 
believes in “having an evening when ladies and other- 
invited guests can come together and share the hospi 
tality of the Chapter.” 

“We need to touch elbows, to get into closer, warmer and 
more sympathetic relations with each other if we would exercise 
that charity which suffereth long and is kind. Many of the dif- 
ferences which keep men and nations apart and make them hostile 
to each other would fade out and disappear altogether if a mu- 
tual acquaintance could be established. 

To the acknowledged privilege accorded the Chapters 
of working all degrees upon the same occasion and o.i 
eniovin 0 ' a limitless number of candidates upon whom 
those degrees may be worked at the same time, he is 
firmly opposed. “Instead of facilitating the rapid pass- 
age of an unlimited number of candidates through all 
of the degrees in the shortest possible time, the Oran 
Lodge calls a halt, and bids them wait until the moral 
lessons have had time to become assimilated That which 
can be had with little effort is ever considered of les* 
value than that which is bought with a price, not o 
money, hut of time and earnest work. 
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“Much has been said and written about the lighter esteem 
in which the Chapter is held as compared with the Commandery. 
There is no disguising the fact that some, I will not say many, 
view the Chapter as an obstruction, as a sort of toll-gate across 
the great highway of Masonry. A man to whom I was intro- 
duced a short time since, in reply to the question, ‘To what Chap- 
ter do you belong 1 ?’ said to me, ‘Really, I don’t remember. You 
see 1 was after the Commandery degrees and I did not give much 
thought to the Chapter. In fact, I don’t know that I have been 
in the Chapter since.’ 

‘ 4 We stoutly assert that Capitular Masonry is a peer among 
its equals, that it is not an appendage to any other body, but 
an integral unit in the great brotherhood of Masonry.” 

Companion J. Gilman Waite furnishes a most enter- 
taining and instructive review of sister Grand Chapter 
proceedings. He had Canada for 1902 under his eye, 
and quotes Grand Z. Gibson on the responsibilities of 
Grand Representatives, and the writer on “dependent 
membership" and other topics. Under Kentucky a ques- 
tion of dependent membership elicits from him the fol- 
lowing, which we heartily commend as a weapon against 
the “blue label": 

‘‘We never get through a Review without feeling a sense of 
rejoicing that our Lodge, Chapter and Council Constitutions are 
not dovetailed into each other, and that each can, and does, man- 
age its own affairs independently, and without leaning up against 
the other.” 

Samuel F. Hubbard, Boston, Grand High Priest. 

J. Gilman Waite, Boston, Grand Secretary. 

MICHIGAN 


Chapters . . 138 Members . . 14,984 

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 
State of Michigan, met in the Masonic Temple, in the 
City of Detroit, on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 1903, and at high 
twelve the Grand High Priest called the members to 
order for the purpose of opening the Fifty-fifth Annual 
Convocation. 

Grand High Priest Charles L. Stevens, notwithstand- 
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ing a twelvemonth’s “appalling list of calamities,” was 
able to congratulate his Companions upon “an era of 
unparalleled prosperity. 

“One of the greatest and most prolonged conflicts between 
organized labor and organized capital has through the mediation 
of a brother Mason, even Brother Theodore Boosevelt, President 
of the United States, been submitted to arbitration, to the result 
of which the world looks for the triumph of the principles of 
our art.” 

On December 13th there passed away “one of those 
faithful, modest workers who do much for Masonry and 
do it unostentatiously.” John Jex Bardwell, Past 
Deputy Grand High Priest, died alone in the little cot- 
tage in Detroit in which he chose to live, without other 
companionship than his books and pictures and the call 
of an occasional friend. He was the oldest photographer 
in Detroit, and one of the oldest in the country, and 
contributed improvements of great value to his art with- 
out fee or reward. He was born in England, came to 
the United States when nineteen and passed most of his 
life from then in Detroit, where he died at the age of 79 
years. 

He issued a dispensation for a new Chapter at 
Springport, Jackson County, and another at Sanilac 
Center. 

He decided against the application of a brother who 
had lost the fourth or little finger and part of the third 
finger of the right hand as not being physically compe- 
tent to receive the Chapter decrees. 

Permission was also asked to communicate the Mark, 
Past, Most Excellent and Royal Arch Degrees to a 
brother who had broken his hip and could walk only 
with the aid of crutches, and was about to return to 
missionary work in India. This also was declined. 

The people of Gratiot County extended to the Grand 
Chapter, through the local Chapter, an invitation ta 
place the cope stone of the new Court House for that 
county at the time of the dedication of the building, but 
as he could find no authority whatever for the Grand 
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Chapter, as such, taking any part in the laying of corner- 
stones, dedications, or any occasion similar to the one 
mentioned, he was forced to decline the honor. 

He was active in visitation, and gave merited testi 
mony to the devotion and earnestness of the Grand Lec- 
turer. 

Feelingly, too, he referred to the sore affliction which 
visited the home of Grand Secretary Conover by the 
death of his life’s partner: 

In addition to this, Companion Conover himself has been 
seriously ill several times, has suffered the loss of some of his 
property by fire, and his cup seemed already full when this last 
great sorrow came to him, and the faithful companion of his joys 
and sorrows for forty years, was taken from him; and that her 
last words, 1 ‘ My dear, you’ll be very lonely,” are only too true, 
goes without saying. Our hearts go out to our Companion in 
deepest sympathy. 

Companion Conover’s report, in view of the bereave- 
ment which Grand Chapter was in two short months to 
experience, is most touching. After referring to the 
manner in which he assumed the Grand Secretaryship on 
the death of Companion Innes, he proceeds: 

“And, with one lingering, regretful look backward, I turned 
resolutely to the future and entered into the work that lay before 
me.” 

“In the years that have so rapidly flown since then I hav# 
alwayp faithfully striven to do my whole duty to this Grand 
Chapter, and I hope my labors have met your approval . 9 1 

“The last year has been the most trying one of my whole life. 
My own health has not been good for most of the year, and soon 
after our last annual Convocation, I was called to California, 
by the serious illness of my wife, who was spending the winter 
there in hopes of benefiting her impaired health. After a num- 
ber of weeks I was able to get her home, and during the summer 
she improved so much that our family physician assured me that 
she probably would be spared to us for some years. But God 
decreed otherwise. In October she was again taken seriously ill 
and ten minutes after the ushering in of Christmas morning, slio 
was taken away and I was left heart-stricken by the loss, which, 
after, nearly forty years of faithful and loving companionship, 
means much to me. The following lines express my heart’s feel- 
ings better than any words of my own: 
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BEREFT. 


‘ ‘ I passed the window where she used to sit. 

With quickened step : I knew she was. not there ; 
This was the time her lamp was always lit, 

And she sat busy with her needle's care 
For those she loved; and oft, by happy chance, 

She would look down and give me cheery glance. 

< ‘ Such busy hands ! Such tender, loving heart 
That made of service, crown and happiness l 
Her sunny glance helped me to do my part, 

With more desire to lighten and to bless, 

Those the dear Father gives into my care. 

With whom the joys and griefs of life I share. 

“All undisturbed by anxious fear or care 
Her faithful love gives holy service yet; 

The heaven that holds her we shall long to share; 

In its clear light, O heavenly Father, let 
Our love for her in its deep truth appear, 

Unstained by all its selfish blemish here. 

“But oh! ‘the vanished hand,' the sweet. ‘ stilled voice!' 
For us the bitter loss, for her the gain! 

In all her peace and rest I would, rejoice; 

But as I homeward pass, her window's pane 
Will have no light for me, no happy smile; 

Ah! I must pass some other way awhile! ' 


God willed it that they were not to be separated long. 
On the 21st of February following he went to Ann Arbor 
to undergo an operation for gall stones, but the relief 
was temporary only, and on the 5th of April Jefferson 
S. Conover entered into rest, rejoining the faithful part- 
ner of his life’s journey, for whom he, had so sincerely- 
mourned. 

That Canada grieved when the tidings were an- 
nounced goes Avithout saying, for Canada knew him, and 
the writer, who had the privilege of Ins acquaintance, 
can cordially agree with the Grand High Priest s testi- 
mony to the worth of the departed Grand Secretary: 



defatigable in the discharge of the mines or ms 
tions, he was a noble, courteous Christian gentleman, . who sc 
that the world was the better for his having lived therein. 
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Seventeen Chapter liad fa Jed to comply with the 
law in not having their returns in the Grand Secretary’s 
office before the time limit, thereby depriving their repre 
sentatives of their per diem and mileage. After a num- 
ber of excuses and some discussion, on motion of the 
Finance Committee the offending Chapters were ex- 
cused for this time and cautioned to be more careful in 
the future. 

It was resolved, ‘ 4 That as a just recognition of his 
services to this Grand Chapter, and as a reward to 
which he is entitled, Companion Jefferson S. Conover 
be and is hereby created an Honorary Past Grand High 
Priest, with all the rights and benefits belonging to those 
who have regularly presided over this Grand Chapter, 
and that the incoming Grand High Priest be and is 
hereby directed to procure and present to him a Past 
Grand High Priest’s jewel.” Alas! he did not long en- 
joy the honor. 

The Grand Secretary having been instructed to pre- 
pare the usual review of the printed proceedings of 
other Grand Jurisdictions, he deputed his son, Compan- 
ion Charles Conover, to the work, and his initial essay 
gives promise of future excellent results: 

“ Being held responsible for the work I also took the respons- 
ibility of delegating the labor part of the review to other hands 
and introduce a new worker in the vineyard. ,, 

He is assured of a welcome, and while he modestly 
refrains from expressing his own views on certain points 
of discussion, there is evidence enough to indicate that 
he possesses them, and that we will hear from Michigan 
in due course. 

Horace S. Maynard, Charlotte, Grand High Priest. 

Charles A. Conover, Coldwater, Grand Secretary. 

MINNESOTA 


Chapters . . 63 Members . . 5,834 

The Forty-second Annual Convocation was held in 
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the Masonic Hall, St. Paul, on the 13th October, 1903, 
and on the 13th November following we are perusing the 
printed Proceedings. This speedy work has only been 
equalled by one other Grand Secretary. The example 
might well be emulated, for it tends to maintain and 
keep alive the enthusiasm of the Companions. 

M. E. Comp. Nathan Kingsley, General Grand Scribe 
of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, be- 
ing present, the Grand High Priest directed all Past 
Grand High Priests present to escort him to the altar. 
This was done, and Companion Montgomery on their 
behalf presented the distinguished Companion to the 
Grand High Priest and he to the Grand Chapter in fit- 
ting terms, first escorting him to the Grand East and 
giving him the Grand honors. 

Now who will say that the General Grand is super- 
fluous? Were it not for its existence the M. E. Compan- 
ion who was thus distinguished would have been among 
the “has beens.” 

‘ ‘ Peace, concord and prosperity reign within our beloved 
Order all over this grand State, now no longer upon the frontier, 
but in the very heart of the highest civilization, culture .and 
wealth. * ’ 

In common with his colleagues, Grand High Priest 
Corliss takes his text from the same volume. 

He took a week off for visitations, winding up the 
tour at Willmar, where the ladies of the Eastern Star 
served a fine banquet: 

i ‘ We returned home Saturday evening feeling well repaid 
for our long trip. We lost some sleep, but were never hungry, 
as each Chapter served bounteous refreshments. ’ ’ 

The ladies again, bless them. It was worth going out 
from Monday to Saturday to get a send-home like that. 

Minnesota goes on record in .favor of the peg leg. 
The Grand High Priest had decided against an appli- 
cant who, after being accepted, lost a limb, and desired 
to have the degrees communicated, as he was unable to 
go through the ceremony in the ordinary way. The 


APPENDIX 


Ixi 


Committee approved, but added the following rider, 
which was adopted: 

“ Your committee are of opinion that a Master Mason in good 
standing who has lost a leg, but who has been supplied with an 
artificial leg, and who thereby is capable of conforming to all 
the rites and ceremonies of a Chapter, is eligible to receive the 
degrees conferred therein." 

Grand Secretary Montgomery is, of course, the 
reviewer, as he has been for fourteen years. While his 
journey over Canada for 1903 was rapid, he contrived 
to cover the territory, and gives his impressions as from 
an observation car. His views of other jurisdictions are 
on the same lightning express plan. But he had been to 
Little Rock, and if any lingering doubt remains with 
any Companion as to the General Grand’s raison d’etre, 
let him peruse Montgomery : 

“Nearly all the Grand Chapters were represented. The 
weather was fine, and the Companions and the ladies accompany- 
ing them enjoyed every hour of their stay among the hospitable 
people of the ‘City of Roses. ' A grand reception and enter- 
tainment was tendered the members and their ladies on Tuesday 
evening at the beautiful new building of Albert Pike Consistory 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. A trolley ride over the city 
was given Wednesday. On Thursday a special train took 200 or 
more to Scott's cotton plantation, thirteen miles out, where all 
had the privilege of witnessing the growing cotton, and its being 
picked, ginned and baled for market. While there all were 
served with an old fashioned Southern barbecue, and treated to 
music and dancing by a colored quartette. On Friday another 
special train took all who desired to go to Hot Springs, where they 
were given a tally-ho drive over the mountain roads on the 
government reservation, and a chance to see the various bath 
houses and the Ostrich Farm in the vicinity. A banquet, recep- 
tion and ball was the feature of the evening. The address of M. 
E. Comp. James W. Taylor, General Grand High Priest, filled 38 
pages. ' ’ 

John Fishel, St. Paul, Grand High Priest. 

Thos. Montgomery, St. Paul, Grand Secretary. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Chapters . . 70 Members . . 2,443 

Portraits of the outgoing and incoming Grand High 
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Priests are in the forefront of the volume to hand. To 
the cares of office may be attributed the gravity of aspect 
in the former, while glad anticipation is probably re- 
sponsible for the smile worn by the latter. He also wears 
a huge Shrine decoration, which does not improve the 
picture as an artistic whole. However, if the Companion 
enjoys carrying the bauble nobody else has a right to 
complain. 

It was the Fifty-fifth Annual, held in the City of 
Biloxi, on February 18th last, and a distinguished vis- 
itor on the occasion was Most Excellent Comnanion John 
G. Harris, Past Grand High Priest of Alabama. 

Grand High Priest Myers, having briefly remarked 
that the familiar “ wheel of time” had made “one more 
turn,” touches on the place of meeting, “the City M 
Biloxi” : 

“This beautiful city by the sea; a city made historic on 
account of the fact that in the Month of February A.D., 1699, 
just 204 years ago, D’Iberville under the Lilies of France, an- 
chored his squadron just three leagues south of us, in the land 
locked harbor of Ship Island, and built here on this bluff, a little 
to the east of where we now stand, Fort Biloxi, and there estab- 
lished the first permanent settlement ever made on Mississippi 
soil, and from the gigantic pines of the virgin forest that sur- 
rounded this spot, were hewn the timbers with which they built 
the first block houses and wall of the fort.” 

He appointed proxies to constitute three Chapters 
U. D., and issued a dispensation for a new Chapter at 
Lauderdale. These and a number of permissions to bal- 
lot out of time, about comprise the official record. Con- 
cluding his brief address, the Grand High Priest says: 
“I wish to say that my duties during the year have been 
exceedingly pleasant. ’ 7 The Companions no doubt were 
indisposed to combat the statement. 

The Grand Secretary reported that an unusually 
voluminous correspondence has taken place between him 
and members of defunct Chapters, seeking to regain 
their status in Royal Arch Masonry. 

A communication from a Most Excellent Companion 
was read, regretting his enforced absence from the con* 
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vocation of the Grand Chapter, in consequence of a con- 
siderable portion of his store having been unroofed on 
the previous Sunday night. 

The Committee on Complaints and Appeals reported 
that no appeals had been taken, nor complaints made 
during the year. 

The Finance Committee's attention was called to the 
necessity that requires the Grand Secretary to employ 
a stenographer in the performance of the manifold 
duties of his office and the inadequacy of the salary 
allowed him by this Grand Body, and that body forth- 
with recommended a raise of five hundred dollars. 

The Committee on Necrology paid extensive tribute 
to the giants in Masonry who had fallen, and incident- 
ally dwelt on the necessity for emulating their zeal for 
Masonic research: 

“To rightly understand it, it is necessary to become familiar 
with its distinguishing characteristics and it is the very pre- 
sumption of ignorance to call a man a ‘ bright’ Mason, who has 
not become well versed in the history, philosophy, ethics, symbol- 
ism, laws, usages and customs of the Craft, and to arrive at this, 
he must know their origin, growth and development. One may 
have phrases at his tongue ’s . end and be capable of repeating 
with exactitude, lectures and ceremonies, but unless he can form 
some idea of the hidden meaning, for all Masonic rituals conceal 
more than they reveal, of that with which he has stored his mind, 
much will ever remain to him but a confused babel of sounds or 
at least, lead to a radical misconception of what they really 
teach. And it is not only so in regard to ritual but also as to 
the principles upon which Masonic government is based. 

“While Masonry is the foundation upon which some modern 
societies are based, there is between it and them the difference 
which exists between a law created by legislative enactment 
and one which comes down to us from the remote past and which 
is founded upon the customs of the people amongst whom it origi- 
nated. In the construction of the former, we look only to the 
words in which it is expressed, while the real meaning of the 
latter is only to be found in knowledge of a custom which it 
endeavors to perpetuate, in the written law. These societies 
have no customs and hence no precedents, while all Mosonry is 
the result of practices which have prevailed with it from the be- 
ginning and is regulated entirely by precedent, tbat U t say, 
there can be no law in Masonry which is contmry to its ancient 
and undeviating customs." 
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A sixty-four page report on Correspondence is fur- 
nished by (the veteran reviewer, M. E. Companion P. M. 
Savery, in which Canada for 1902 receives courteous 
notice. 

Oliver Lee McKay, Meridian, Grand High Priest. 
Frederick Speed, Vicksburg, Grand Secretary. 

MISSOURI 


Chapters . . 99 Members . . 8,437 

In the banqueting hall of the St. Nicholas Hotel, in 
the City of St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 22, 1903, the 
Fifty-seventh Annual Convocation was opened at 9 a.m., 
and John T. Ruffin, M. E. Grand High Priest, in the 
gladness of his heart, announced that : 

“St. Louis, and our most beloved State of Missouri, are 
now the centre of attraction over the whole world. In every 
branch of industry, in literature, art and commerce, we are, able 
truthfully to say Missouri is the equal, if not the greatest amid 
the galaxy of magnificent commonwealths. , 1 

There is no mud on Missouri now, and the Royal 
Arch is keeping pace with the other arts in c ‘ our most 
beloved State, ” for over five hundred of a net gain was 
also a matter of record. 

He thought that Chapters too poor to invite the 
Grand Lecturer should not be passed over. If they need- 
ed instruction, they should get it at the expense of 
Grand Chapter. 

The reports of the Masonic Home are most interest- 
ing. Sixty-five old people and seventy-nine children are 
cared for in the institution. 

Judge Givan, the President, stated that the Grand 
Chapter of the Eastern Star of Missouri had co-operated 
in the maintenance and support of the Home. Already 
$3,000 had been turned over to the Home by the Grand 
Chapter, and in addition that body had contributed a 
considerable sum for repairs and re-seating of the Home 
chapel. 
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11* the ladies of the Eastern Star elsewhere will en- 
gage in similar work, everyone will rejoice in the organ- 
ization. Of such is woman’s mission: 

“Under the mutual arrangement made between the Board 
and the Grand Chapter the latter is entitled to two lady advisory 
members of the Board of Directors. They have the privilege and 
it is made their duty to attend the meetings of the Board and 
to advise in regard to the management of the Home. The Grand 
Chapter appointed as such advisory members, Mrs. Lillie Fletcher 
of St. Louis and Mrs. Mattie B. Barney of Chillicothe, Mo. Their 
presence at the sessions of the Board are proving very pleasant 
and profitable. Many phases of the management of the Home 
can only be examined by ladies, and their services are proving of 
great value to us.” 

As it should be. Reading the above one is willing to 
forget the funny but unpleasant publicity given to cer- 
tain doings in New York, when the brothers and sisters 
in “lodge” indulged in very “ ungentlemanly ” behav- 
ior, and forgetting the fraternal amenities, aired their 
differences in the Police Court. It recalls the unlucky 
swain’s apostrophe to the fair sex when he found limi- 
s-elf the victim of a fickle damsel: 

“Oh the gladness of their gladness when they’re glad, 

And the sadness of their sadness when they’re sad. 

But the gladness of their gladness and the sadness of their 
sadness, 

Is as nothing to their badness wheJn they’re bad.” 

The matron’s report was a delightfully refreshing 
document, thoroughly womanly: 

1 ‘ My report is not to be one of business. You men are 
capable of looking after that and I am perfectly willing that you 
should. However, I feel that you busy men are missing a great 
deal in not knowing personally the members of the large family 
for which you are caring, and it will be a pleasure to me indeed 
to give you a glimpse of Home life now and then.” 

1 ‘ First, let me say that I would rather be Matron of the 
Masonic Home than President of the Board. You may claim 
the honor of your office, Judge Givan, but while mine is not so 
enviable, perhaps, it is so sacred and dear to me that I would 
nol exchange it for yours. To be entrusted with the comfort and 
welfare of so many is certainly a God-given opportunity.” 

The right woman in the right place. She then pro- 
ceeds to give some details of the youngsters ’ progress : 
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“To see their minds become more interested in that which 
will be a strength and safeguard to them when they leave the 
protection of the Home and are compelled to face every form 
of sin and temptation, is to me the reward for whatever of sac- 
rifice we may be called upon to make. Even little Willie, our 
baby boy, has caught the spirit, for in his play one day he was 
thinking of his old nurse who has died since she left the Home. He 
rapped on the heater and called, 'Hello central, is this Hod's 
house? If it is and he's in, will you tell him to send Huteline 
down to the 'Sonic Home, 'tause I want to see her.' " 

All Companions in attendance upon the Grand Chap- 
ter and their lady friends were invited by the Superin- 
tendent to visit the Home and be present at an enter- 
tainment given by the children inmates on the Wednes- 
day afternoon. 

The Grand Lecturer forcibly pointed out in his report 
the necessity for taking action with regard to Chapters 
needing instruction, but unable to meet the “price”: 

“Dread of expense on the part of some of them, apathy in 
others, and failure of this urand Body to apply a stimulus in 
time, may cause necessity of terminating their existence in the 
near future." 

* ‘ The condition that confronts us presents this Grand Body 
in the situation of bringing into existence off-spring for which 
it takes no further care, and permitting its aged constituents to 
die of neglect or becoming paralytics and imbeciles." 

An amendment to the by-laws designed to meet the 
difficulty failed to influence the Jurisprudence Commit- 
tee, the members of which, however, were of the opinion 
that “some change should be made.” 

Several amendments to the law concerning the duties 
and compensation of the Grand Lecturer were offered, 
seconded and discussed at length, when finallv the whole 
subject was referred to a Special Committee, to be named 
by the Grand High Priest-elect, said Committee to 
report a revision of the law concerning Grand Lecturer 
at the next Annual Convocation. 

Companion W. H. Mayo, Grand Secretary, contri- 
buted the Correspondence report, in which Canada for 
1902 is given a generous show with the other “Foreign- 
ers” and late comers. 
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Robt. E. Bainbridge, Kansas City, Grand High 
Priest. 

Win. H. Mayo, St. Louis, Grand Secretary. 


MONTANA 


Chapters . . 16 Members . . 957 

The City of Butte was honored with the visit of all 
the Grand Bodies this year, and the “ magnificent' * new 
Masonic Temple, which was dedicated by the Grand 
Lodge, was their temporary home: 

‘ ‘ The whole building from basement to attic is used for Ma- 
sonic purposes and nothing is omitted to provide ample accommo- 
dations for each and every one of the masonic bodies, including 
the Scottish Rite and Eastern Star. ” 

They will make that feminine organization a “ Ma- 
sonic body” in spite of all protest. 

Grand Chapter met on Tuesday, 16tli September, 
1902, and over its deliberations presided George T. 
Slack, M. E. Grand High Priest. 

“To gratify a personal curiosity which will attach to one 
who has won such distinction among our craft, we will add some 
information as to his personal history. On his father's side his 
ancestry is Holland Dutch, on his mother's side Scotch-Irish. ' •* 

Not a bad blend with a judicious admixture of sugar, 
lemon and hot water. 

“His great grandfather, Uriah Slack, was a revolutionary 
patriot, one most prominently instrumental in assisting to get 
Washington and his army across the Delaware River the night 
before the battle of Trenton where a thousand Hessians were 
captured, their commander, Hall, killed, with 17 others, and the 
loss of only 4 Americans, two of whom were frozen to de^th. 
His father, John Slack, was a staunch Union man, who worked 
hard to keep his native State from seceding in 1861." 

If any further doubts are entertained as to Montana’s 
claims to distinction, they should now be dispelled. 

But ‘‘Peace hath her victories no less renowned than 
war,” and Companion Slack achieved much credit for 
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his wise rulership. He was a good visitor, and noted 
many imperfections: 

“It is impossible for the Grand High Priest to devote the 
whole year to visitation and re-visitation. Were it possible for 
him to do so, this might solve the matter. But as a rule they 
are busy men, and if they can visit each Chapter in the juris- 
diction once during their term, they do well.’ * 

Indeed they do, but they don’t— a paradoxical con- 
dition of affairs that will, like the Sister Ann problejn, 
work out straight, if time enough is devoted to it: 

“We commend the Most Excellent Grand High Priest upon 
the faithful manner in which he has discharged the duties of his 
office, and would call especial attention of the officers of Chap- 
ters to the remarks of the Most Excellent upon the apathy pre- 
vailing amongst members and officers.” 

And thus the slate is wiped clean once more. 

Grand Secretary Hedges, though battling with rheu- 
matism, declined to grasp any other weapon but the 
trusty pen in reviewing the Grand Chapters. His con- 
tempt for the scissors is deep-rooted, but he covers the 
ground admirably. Noting the attendance at Canada s 
1902 Convocation, he says: 

1 ‘ When we think that this jurisdiction covers nearly one- 
half the continent of North America, we shall call this a pretty 
good representation without any mileage and per diem induce- 
ments. ’ ’ 

“Ezra the Scribe or, as we should call him, Grand Secre- 
tary Bennett, gives us another entertainment under the head 
of correspondence. In opening he speaks very nicely of the death 
of our President. As we joined in sorrow at the death of the 
good Queen, so we rejoice in the conclusion of the Boer war. 
The aftermath is going to be considerable as it was to our war 
with Spain. We hope the Court of Arbitration at the Hague 
will soon become a popular tribunal for the settlement of these 
disputes. ’ ’ 

Under Iowa, he has this to say of the rotation in 
office system: 

“None will pretend that the system is perfect, but if those 
placed in office are prompt, diligent, faithful, it is certainly a 
strong argument in favor of advancement, which should always 
be by merit, and how better can merit be shown than by the w^ay 
.the duties of lower stations are filled. Too rigid adherence to 
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any system is inadvisable. Some who fill inferior stations ad- 
mirably are totally unfit for the highest and most responsible 
stations, just as in the army. It took a long time and at heavy 
sacrifice to find generals in our Civil War who could be trusted 
with an independent command. Officers should be chosen for the 
duties they have to perform. It needs character as well as skill. " 

The continued obstinacy of Texas in declining to 
come in under the plaidie of General Grand Chapter, in- 
duces Companion Hedges to pause and think it over. 
His opinion slips out in the following lines: 

‘ ‘ The only field in which General Grand Chapter finds an un- 
fettered field of action is in States and Territories that have 
not yet formed a Grand Chapter. No wonder the question of f eui 
bono' so often arises. Who is benefitted in keeping up General 
Grand Chapter? Is there enough in the pleasant social meetings 
once in three years, and the honors of a few national offices 
without corresponding authority or emolument to justify the ex- 
pense?" 

Yet it has been there for over a century, and will 
probably stay for another, notwithstanding its merely 
ornamental character. Companion Hedges charitably 
sees a reason for its existence: 

“We have attended two of its Triennials and must say that 
we enjoyed them full as much as the Templar Triennials, for 
the reason that there is so little to do that one can cultivate com- 
panionship with little or no interruption. There is nothing to 
do but to enjoy one's self." 

Emil H. Leniseh, Butte, Grand High Priest. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena, Grand Secretary. 

NEBRASKA 

Chapters . . 53 Members . . 3,143 

“The returns from our chartered Chapters show a net in- 
crease of one hundred and ten. Most of our Chapters have done 
some work, and some of them have enjoyed the largest measure 
of prosperity experienced for a number of years. There is no 
known discord either among our Chapters or our members. Peace 
and harmony prevail throughout the jurisdiction." 

M.E. Grand High Priest James \V. Maynard, while 
announcing this happy state of things to the Thirty- 
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sixth Annual Convocation at Omaha, last December, did 
not take much credit to himself: 

“Owing to the fact that my vocation requires all of my 
time, I have not been able to officially visit many of our Chap- 
ters.^ 

He was not in favor of increasing the number of 
Chapters : 

“We are fortunate so far in having but two extinct Chap- 
ters in the State, both of them having existed in the same town, 
and my immediate predecessor is to be congratulated upon his 
good judgment in refusing dispensations which might have re- 
sulted in increasing the number of unfortunates* It is better to 
care for the ones we have, than to create Chapters whose future 
is in the least problematic. ; ' 

He apparently had the “Masonic Home” bee in his 
bonnet, for he asked if it was not time for the .Grand 
Chapter to consider the question of doing something to 
assist the Grand Lodge in caring for the needy Masons 
of the State. He saw no good reason why the Grand 
Chapter could not contribute from $500.00 to $750.00 
per annum for charity. The Grand Lodge at this time, 
he said, is not able to purchase and maintain a Masonic 
Home, but if the other Grand Bodies could purchase one, 
he believed the income from the Grand Lodge charity 
funds would maintain it. 

The Committee on the subject of Masonic Charity 
reported that it had the matter under consideration, and 
recommended the adoption of the recommendation made 
by the Grand High Priest in his address. 

Other matters before Grand Chapter were of local 
interest only. Past Grand High Priest Phelps is to the 
front as usual with a dainty Correspondence report. 
He opens with a statement of Nebraskan law governing 
the order of High Priesthood for the benefit of his Com- 
panions of the guild of which in this instance we are an 
uninterested outsider. Remarking, on the optimistic 
tone in the addresses of Grand High Priests who ex- 
haust the English language for beautiful phrases in 
which to emphasize the great prosperity of the country 
at large, he says under Arkansas: 
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* ‘ How glad we should all be if we really could believe all 
the hopeful declarations we hear. While reading the above an- 
nual address, to-day’s paper came in, and glancing at the report 
of a meeting of ecclesiastics in Troy, N.Y., we find one prer 
dieting a crisis in financial affairs and asserting that any one 
who stood squarely on both feet might feel the rumbling of 
calamity. But another bishop replying, said he was not appre- 
hensive of any financial calamity, declaring; that the country was 
in the hands of a dozen capitalists who control the affairs, and 
as a matter of self -protection would prevent any calamity. There 
is protection for you, and, perhaps, for the dozen aforesaid.” 

He has a brief review of Canada for 1902: 

”R. E. Companion George J. Bennett presents another of 
his entertaining reports on correspondence, covering ninety-eight 
pages and reviewing the proceedings of forty-two Grand Chap- 
ters. ’ ’ 

‘ f Nebraska is not numbered among the fortunate, at which we 
wonder, for our 1900 Proceedings had been out many months.” 

Most assuredly it had not reached us in time, elsi 
we would not negligently pass Nebraska, the proceedings 
of which are always welcome. He thus criticizes Ken- 
tucky’s action in assisting at a corner-stone laying: 

'‘Is there any precedent for such work? We think not. It 
is the peculiar work of the Grand Master, sustained by practice 
from a time whence the memory of man runneth not to the con- 
trary, but the High Priest’s labors are within the sanctuary; at 
the altar. What a sacrilege, to parade before the public the 
vestments of a High Priest.” 

George J. Spohn, Superior, Grand High Priest. 

Francis E. White, Plattsmouth, Grand Secretary. 

NEVADA 


Chapters . . 7 Members . . 321 

A neat little volume of one hundred pages not onlv 
narrates the doings of the Thirteeneth Annual Convoca- 
tion in Virginia City, on the 8th of June last, but in 
eludes excellent portraits of Grand High Priest Frank 
D. King and Grand Secretary Chauneey N. Noteware, 
as well as a breezy report on Correspondence, his first, 
from Companion E. D. Vanderlieth, who, from the hum- 
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bie office of Scribe of Lewis Chapter No. 1, has ven- 
tured into the arena with all the easy confidence of a 
belted knight of a hundred battles. His initial essay 
is a gem, and indicates an ambition that we trust will 
not stop at a seat at the round table or Master of the 
Third Veil. 

Another portrait is that of Past Grand High Priest 
Albert Lackey, who died at Oakland, California, in 
August, 1902, and to whose virtues the Grand Higli 
Priest paid loving tribute. 

Owing to “ business and the scattered and distant 
locations of our Subordinate Chapters” the Grand High 
Priest was unable to visit any Chapter during the year. 

He recommended the purchase of a distinctive apron 
and collar for the Grand High Priest to be worn when 
that officer is visiting constituent Chapters as “the 
High Priest is not looked upon with that respect and 
Ins office with that dignity it deserves unless he is so 
regaled ” 

Which probably accounts for the milk in the cocoa- 
nut. He also advocated the “blue label” legislation 
with the old familiar but unstable argument : 

“As the law now stands it frequently occurs that Com 
panions after receiving the Capitular degrees, dimit from the 
Lodge, which is the foundation of Masonry, leaving the burden of 
sustaining the earlier body upon those whose circumstances or 
inclinations do not warrant application to the Chap ter . 7 ’ 

He bore deserved testimony to the zeal and devo- 
tion of the Grand Secretary and urged that the latter’s 
portrait be given to the capitular world that all might 
be familiar with the features of one “we often hear 
about but very seldom see.” 

The Grand Treasurer holds a balance of $525 and 
in view of this wealth it was deemed unnecessary to levy 
an assessment for the coming year. 

The recommendation of the Grand High Priest for 
a dependent membership law was thus disposed of by 
the Jurisprudence Committee : 
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“As the law now stands every Master Mason must be an 
active member of some Lodge and pay dues therein, or if dimitted, 
he must pay an amount equal to the dues charged by the Lodge 
under whose jurisdiction he resides, to that Lodge or the Grand 
Lodge, and if he fails to do so, at the expiration of six months he 
is self -suspended and a suspension by either the act of the mem- 
ber or by operation of law, the symbolic Lodge suspends the 
member from the right of visitation and membership in the 
Chapter. 

“We therefore recommend that no amendment be made to 
said regulation. ’ 7 

The following communication was read, and on mo- 
tion the invitation was accepted with thanks : 

Argenta Chapter, No. 7, Order Eastern Star. 

Virginia City, Nevada, June 6, 1903. 

Mr. C. N. Noteware, Grand Secretary Eoyal Arch Masons: 

Dear Sir: — Argenta Chapter, No. 7, 0. E. S., extends to the 
Eoyal Arch Masons, their wives and guests, a cordial invitation to 
attend an entertainment at Pythian Hall, Tuesday evening, at 8 
o’clock. A banquet will be served at the Masonic Hall imme- 
diately after the entertainment. 

Fraternally yours, 

LAUEA L. HAEPEE, Secretary. 

An entertainment and banquet from the ladies, 
good! But why that chilly ‘ 4 Dear Sir” when it might 
as easily have had the addition "and Brother”? To 
say the least Laura was not wholly consistent when she 
subscribed herself "fraternally yours.” Nevertheless 
we are quite prepared to hear from Companion Yander- 
leith that a simple little omission like that was amply 
atoned for in the warmth of the dear sisters' hospitality. 

The world was sad — the garden was a wild; 

And Man, the hermit, sighed— till Woman smiled.” 

Joseph A. Miller, Austin, Grand High Priest. 

Chauncey N. Noteware, Carson, Grand Secretary. 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

Chapter . . 9. Members . . 473. 

In the City of Saint John on the 27th August, 1902, 
the fifteenth annual Convocation was opened by Com- 
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panion Alexander Burchill, M. E. Grand High Priest. 
Canada’s representative was not among those who ans- 
wered at roll call. 

Referring to the conclusion of peace in South Africa 
the Grand High Priest said: 

“I cannot but believe that the principles of Masonry have 
exercised a most important, though unseen, influence on the set- 
tlement . of the magnanimous terms which have been granted to 
the forces of our former enemies, the two late Boer republics. 
‘We know that the most prominent and able leaders on both 
sides in that fiercely contested struggle are distinguished mem- 
bers of the Craft, and their influence was undoubtedly exercised, 
and with effect, along the lines indicated by the tenets of our 
Ancient and Honorable Praternity. ’ 9 

He made a number of visitations, and in reporting, 
said : 

*‘Some of the Chapters in the remote parts of the Province 
appear to be suffering from want of supervision and instruction, 
which, if not afforded them, must ultimately lead to their ex- 
tinction. I find the officers and members are not as , well ac- 
quainted with the ritual work as is desirable. The Chapters are 
so isolated that it is difficult for the officers to obtain an oppor- 
tunity to see the work done in other Chapters.” 

It would appear that the levity complained 01 so 
much by Capitular Craft rulers in United States juris- 
dictions is not a stranger to New Brunswick which 
adopted their ritual in some of the Chapters. There 
is no room for anything but strict decorum in the Eng- 
lish ritual as worked in Canada^ 

“The working of the ritual of the first three degrees has 
attained such perfection that when a brother is about to receive 
the Chapter degrees he naturally concludes that, as they are 
called higher degrees, he is about to witness something vastly 
superior to what he has been accustomed in the preparatory 
degrees. But in the majority of instances, I fear, he is dissatis- 
fled, not from any fault in the degrees themselves, but solely in 
the manner of conferring them; they fail to have the intended 
moral effect, and the candidate retires feeling disappointed . y 9 

E., Edwin G; Vroom addressed Grand Chapter later, 
and, referring to that part of the Grand High Priest s 
address which deals with the question of ritual, claimed 
that some Chapters had the Scotch work, some the Massa- 
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chusetts, and some the Canadian, and urged that tile 
Ritual Committee prepare and promulgate a uniform rit- 
ual for this jurisdiction. 

The Grand Secretary reported a net gain of ten. 
The Grand Treasurer presented Grand Chapter with a 
set of jewels, and Companion Everitt received the cor- 
dial thanks of Grand Chapter for his handsome gift. 

In replying to the vote of thanks he remarked that 
the hearty manner in which his donation had been re- 
ceived was an indication that it had been appreciated, 
and increased the pleasure it was to him to make the 
gift. 

Alexander Burchill, Fredericton, Grand High Priest. 

William B. Wallace, K.C., St. John, Grand Secre- 
tary. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Chapters . . 25. Members . . 3,772. 

Last year it was recorded that the increase in mem- 
bership was just nine. This year it is 94, which goes 
to show that the Granite State is keeping up with the 
procession. 

There was a vacant chair at the Eighty-fourth An- 
nual Convocation held in the City of Concord on May 
19, 1903. Waldo Adolphus Russell, elected Grand King 
at the previous Convocation, had been summonded to 
higher honors in the January following. 

“Right Excellent Companion Russell was a man of blame- 
less life and amiable disposition, making friends with all who 
made his acquaintance, successful in his business; by his firm 
adherence to truth and integrity he won the confidence of all his 
associates. ’ 3 

Companions at Raymond petitioned for a Chapter, 
but the Grand High Priest did not believe that Capitular 
interests would be served in that vicinity and declined. 

He said that notwithstanding the general prosperity, 
the quality of the work was not up to the standard and 
urged the appointment of a Grand Lecturer. 
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The Grand Chapter as such accepted the cordial in- 
vitation of the Grand Lodge, and were present at the 
laying of the corner stone of the Masonic Home at Man- 
chester on July 8, 1902. Was it not out of place there? 

M. E. Companion Albert S. Wait, Past Grand High 
Priest, presented the correspondence report, which in- 
cluded Canada for 1903. The veteran Companion’s 
friendly notice is highly appreciated. 

“Companion Bennett’s work is one of the most complete 
epitomizations of the doings and sayings of the Capitular Craft 
which the year has brought to our notice, and we have read it 
with more than the usual interest.” 

We might easily return the compliment for his watch- 
ful eye permits little to escape and he has invariably a 
word of good comment on a good subject. For instance 
the Indian Territory man having thrown up his hands 
in holy horror at the idea of a Chapter ruler being a 
voluntary non-affiliate with a Blue Lodge, he says, and 
we are thoroughly in accord : 

“This implies that our Companion does not regard non- 
affiliation in a Blue Lodge as itself a disqualification for the 
office of High Priest, but only a disqualification in case the non- 
affiliation is voluntary. That is to say, he may be of such char- 
acter and reputation as to be denied membership in any Lodge 
of Masons, his periodical rejection removes all disqualification 
for the highest office of the Chapter. If our Companion of Dela- 
ware, with others thinking as he does, would hold affiliation in 
the Blue Lodge an indispensible requisite to membership in the 
Chapter we would give them credit at least for logical consist- 
ency, though we would hesitate to agree as to the doctrine. We 
regard Lodge non-affiliation as no forsaking of the cause of, or 
any disloyalty to, Masonry. It is merely the foregoing of the 
rights of membership in a particular Lodge, and implies no dis- 
loyalty or any unfaithfulness to the Masonic fraternity.” 

His righteous repugnance to the "union label” in 
Masonry is further emphasized in remarks under Mary- 
land: 

“Companion Schultz holds steadily against the doctrine of 
dependent membership, several times alluding to the subject with 
expressions of decided disapproval. We have from the first 
been in full sympathy with his views, having failed thus far to 
see in the doctrine anything but confusion in its results among 
1 lie fraternity.” 
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He slipped once on t lie word order as applied to 
the Royal Arch, and Companion Hodson of Oregon 
promptly picked him up, saving: “Knights Templar 
may properly be termed an order, but Masonry is a 
fraternity.” 

“To this we fully agree, and wherever we have used the 
term as applied to the Lodge or Chapter, we assent to the cor- 
rection. We some years ago discussed this topic with some of 
our brethren, insisting upon the same view as that of our Coiu- 
panion of Oregon. We have looked over our report to which his 
present review applies, with some care, and find to our surprise, 
and we confess somewhat to our chagrin, that we once in that 
report thus used the word. We find but one instance, but if 
there are more, we agree that they are not in the 
best taste, and should have been avoided. But ap- 
plied to the conventions or Councils of High Priesthood, we have 
constantly used the term, supposing it to be fully authorized. 
It is applied to that branch of Masonry constantly, in the records 
of nearly if not quite all those assemblies, in Oregon not^ less 
than elsewhere. Does our Companion object, to this use ox the 
word? If so he must begin the reform in his own jurisdiction, 
where at present it is the well established term in use. We 
are of the impression that our Companion intends his stricture 
to apply only to the Lodge and Chapter, and perhaps to the 'Royal 
and Select degrees. If so we fully assent to his criticism.” 

John A. Lang, Franklin Falls. Grand High Priest 

Frank D. Woodbury, Concord, Grand Secretary. 

NEW JERSEY 

Chapters . . 38. Members . . 4,005. 

In the rooms of Three-Times-Three Chapter, No. 5, 
Trenton, May 13, 1903, the Forty-seventh Annual Con- 
vocation was opened. 

Three draped chairs placed in front of the East 
of the Grand Chapter bore the names of departed Past 
Grand High Priests Edwards, Githens, Simpson. 

Companions Rollin M. Morgan, Grand High Priest; 
George E. IV. Stivers, Past Grand High Priest; J. 
Harris Balston. Past Grand High Priest; Henry D. 
Hamilton, Grand King, and other officers of the Grand 
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Chapter of New York were received with all the honors 
due to such distinguished visitors. 

Grand High Priest Nelson Y. Dungan remarked, in 
opening : 

i ‘ The year that has passed has been one of unusual business 
prosperity, which is undoubtedly one reason for the very large 
increase in our membership; but a still stronger reason is the. 
increased interest in the rendition of the beautiful degree work 
of our ritual. ” 

Of the honored dead, the lamented Grand Secretary 
George B. Edwards, was best known to the Capitular 
Craft generally. 

“During his service as a member of the Grand Chapter, he 
held positions on the most important committees, having been 
chairman of the Committee on Constitutions, Appeals and Griev- 
ances, Finance, Foreign Correspondence and Doings of the Grand 
Chapter Officers. At the Annual Convocation, 1900, a silver lov* 
ing-cup was presented to Companion Edwards as a testimony of 
the love and esteem with which he was regarded by the members 
of this Grand Chapter, and he directed that after his death that 
cup should be returned to the Grand Chapter. This was done, 
and its possession will be a constant reminder of services per- 
formed and duties w T ell done by Companion Edwards in behalf of 
this Grand Chapter.” 

“For over half a century our departed Companion, George 
B. Edwards, led a life full of earnestness, full of intensity of 
thought, full of action for the welfare and uplifting of his fellow* 
men. It was an illustration of the sublime ethics of Freema- 
sonry. Not only in the Lodge room, not only in the Chapter, 
not only in the Commandery, not only in the Consistory, but 
in his daily work he carried it out. In social life he carried it 
out. In his business life it was as the garment of righteousness, 
clothing liis personality and making him to be revered, to be ad- 
mired, to be loved.” 

‘ 1 The ethics of our Institution was the governing motive of his 
entire life. He loved Masonry, not because of its esoteric charac- 
ter; not because of its magnificent ritual; not because of the 
associations it brought with it; but he loved Masonry, as I an I 
many that are now listening to me can testify, truthfully; he loved 
it because of its grand foundation.” 

The Grand High Priest decided against applicants 
who had lost an arm for the very good reason that 4 ‘it 
would seem to be absolutely impossible for persons so 
afflicted to qualify as Royal Arch Masons.’ ’ 
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He recommended the adoption of a General Regula- 
tion requiring all Mark Master Masons to select a Mark 
and record the same in the Lodge-book of Marks prior 
to exaltation to the Royal Arch degree. 

The Jurisprudence Committee however sat down 
heavily on the G. H. P.’s proposal and would have 
none of it. 

The unusual increase in petitions for the Capitular 
degrees has resulted in a corresponding increase in the 
number of waivers of jurisdiction. In one case the 
applicant, said to be a resident of New Jersey, received 
the degrees in a New York Chapter without seeking the 
waiver, and there is trouble looming up for him, as he 
gave as his address Park Place, New York City. 

After the death of the Grand Secretary the Grand 
High Priest deemed it important that the Grand Chap- 
ter books and effects in his possession should be taken 
in charge immediately, and among the assets he dis- 
covered about three tons of books, the reports of other 
Grand Chapters. 

‘ 1 Unless it be the purpose of this Grand Chapter to establish 
a library where these books can be available for reference, it seems 
to me the best place for them would be in a regular Masonic! 
Library; for they are certainly of no use to anyone stowed away 
in a garret, as they have been for years. ” 

It was decided to donate the books to the Library 
Committee of the M. W. Grand Lodge of F. & A. M., 
State of New Jersey, if they can in their custody be 
easily accessible to the members of Grand Chapter. 

At the request of the Grand High Priest, M. E. Com- 
panion I. Layton Register, read a paper on the early 
history of Royal Arch Masonry in New Jersey, which 
very interesting document was ordered to be printed in 
the proceedings. 

The following resolution was approved by the Com- 
mittee on Constitutions and adopted: 

“That tho Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter are hereby expressly forbidden the introduction within 
the tyled walls of their Chapters of any spirituous liquors, wine or 
beer, under any pretense whatever.” 


lxxx 


APPENDIX 


There should he no necessity for such regulations 
within the Masonic circle. 

Companion Charles Belcher, Chairman of the Cor- 
respondence Committee, was elected Grand Secretary. 
The distinction did not impair his report, which ex- 
hibited his usual painstaking care. Canada for 1903 
passed under review. 

In view of the resolution quoted previously his re- 
marks to Companion Shaver, of Kansas, who said thai 
the serving of beer at banquets under the auspices of 
the Chapter was “in direct violation of the principles 
of our Order,” is worth quoting: 

“'This again opens the question, Who is to decide that it is a 
violation? All jurisdictions are not willing to accept the Kansas 
‘dictum’ on the subject.” 

But as New Jersey’s regulation provides against the 
introduction of beer within the tyled walls , with which 
we agree, it is clear that Companion Belcher has been 
left an open hand still. 

He is one of a swelling minority who see but little, 
sense or utility in the compulsory selection of the Mark 
prior to exaltation, and who sees for the practice, as 
objected to, an early and unlamented demise. 

“We fail to see any possible good resulting from such legis- 
lation, accruing either to the Chapter (Grand or Subordinate) or 
to the individual making such selection. Out of the thousands 
who choose Marks, how many carry them? How many have occa- 
sion to put them to practical use, or, having the opportunity, would 
care to do so? The fable assists materially in rounding out the 
degree, but beyond that it amounts to naught, and should have 
no bearing upon exaltation.” 

With us it is purely optional. At one time when the 
Companions were permitted to select coats of arms, 
crests and all sorts of impossible and mythical things, 
the selection of a Mark was quite popular and the en- 
graver became opulent, but when the design was, by 
regulation, confined “to lines or combination of lines 
in the form of squares, angles, triangles or any other 
form in which straight lines can be combined” the eag- 
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erness for the distinction visibty waned, until now the 
selecting of a Mark is the exception. 

“Who builds a church to God, and not to Fame, 

Will never mark the marble with his Name. ’ ^ 

Joseph Mason, Paterson, Grand High Priest. 

Charles Belcher, Newark, Grand Secretary. 

NEW MEXICO 

Chapters . . 10. Members . . 501. 

The Fifth Annual was held at Santa Fe on the 22nd 
October, 1902, the ten Chapters being represented. 

“This Grand Chapter reports with pride a healthy growth in 
membership, and the general prosperity of subordinate chapters. 
There have been no new chapters formed during this fiscal year, 
and the financial condition of both Grand and Subordinate Chap- 
ters is of the best . 9 9 * 

Grand High Priest Chamberlain having noticed that 
there had been no official visits of the Grand Lecturer 
or Grand High Priest to the subordinate Chapters since 
the organization of the Grand Chapter, recommended 
that sufficient funds be set aside to pay the expense of 
one official visit of the Grand Lecturer to each subordi- 
nate Chapter during each year, believing that this 
would prove an incentive to better work. 

The Grand Treasurer reported having $905 avail 
able funds and $107.73 to the credit of the Charity 

Fund. 

Companion AY. H. Seamon, Chairman of the For- 
eign Correspondence Committee, submitted a brief re- 
port, in which he stated that recognition had been gen- 
eral from sister Grand Chapters. 

“Where comment is made we are criticized for permitting 
any of our subordinates for charging a less fee for the degrees 
than required by the laws of the jurisdiction. I am satisfied, how- 
ever, that if any of the criticizing jurisdictions had before them 
a case similar to the one before us, when we gave the permission, 
they would have done precisely as we did. None criticize the right 
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of this Grand Chapter to make such laws for itself as the interests 
entrusted to it demand . 33 

‘ ‘The cost of printing these reports is considerable, and as 
we are yet young, I believe that it is best for us to husband our 
receipts until we have a good sized charity fund to provide against 
the day when there may be a need for it. ” 

The Committee on the Grand High Priest’s address 
considered the recommendation re the Grand Lecturer, 
and sensibly put the case this way : 

“The jurisdiction is small, and we feel that those who receive 
the honors of election can best show their appreciation of them by 
making some attempt to get in touch with the companions of the 
jurisdiction. They should take advantage of their opportunities 
to be useful to the craft. We recognize the distances to be trav- 
ersed and the expense incident thereto, and recommend that the 
Grand H. P., Deputy, King and Scribe divide the jurisdiction and 
visit each of the Chapters in the vicinity of their homes during the 
year and make some effort to infuse unusual interest in the meet- 
ings of the Chapters.” 

One hundred dollars was voted as a honorarium for 
the Grand Secretary. 

C. G. Duncan, Sicorro, Grand High Priest. 

Alpheus A. Keene, Albequerque, Grand Secretary. 


NEW YORK 

Chapters . . 194. Members . . 24,915. 

Grand Chapter again convened in the State capital, 
and after the opening ceremonies on February 3rd, 
Grand High Priest Alfred A. Guthrie delivered an ad- 
dress of welcome to the representatives of other Grand 
Chapters present, to which he of North Dakota re- 
sponded in eloquent terms. 

The Committee appointed to procure jewels for the 
Grand Officers to replace those procured in 1871 and 
in use since, reported. The outfit cost $1,134, and hav- 
ing been on view ^during the reading of the report, were 
distributed to the officers. It was resolved: 
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“That the official jewels hitherto, and for the past thirty-one 
years, worn by the officers of this Grand Chapter, be placed in the 
custody of the Committee of Antiquities of the Grand Lodge of 
this State, for preservation. ’ ’ 

r l lie Grand High Priest paid deserved tributes to 
the illustrious dead. Past Grand High Priest James D. 
Pollard, Grand Chaplain James Byron Murray, and the 
veteran Correspondent, George J. Gardner. 

“In his character as Grand Chaplain, James Byron Murray 
was best known to his companions. The addresses which he de- 
livered before the Grand Chapter, annually, in that capacity, 
scholarly, eloquent and instructive productions, were a valuable 
contribution to Masonic literature. ’ 1 

“On the death of M. E. Darius A. Ogden, May 4, 1899, Com- 
panion Gardner was made Chairman of Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. On February 5, 1890, he was again appointed 
Chairman, and held that position continuously until his death. 
His work in that capacity has been highly commended by the 
Royal Craft of almost every jurisdiction throughout the world.” 

Of Companion Pollard the Grand High Priest said : 

“I cannot attempt a eulogy of a life so noble, a character so 
upright, a disposition so gentle. That sad duty must be per- 
formed by one from among those still left to us of his associates 
during^ the thirty-six years of his active membership in this body. 
His life and character are a precious heritage, and will serve as 
example and guide to us and our successors for many years to 
come. ” 

Two new Chapters were instituted and one con- 
solidated. In the latter case: 

The ceremonies were public and in the Saranac Lake Opera 
House. Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, about 
£i\e hundred citizens of Saranac Lake and vicinity were interested 
witnesses of the ceremony.” 

I he Grand Secretary reported that despite the fact 
that the Chapters exalting 35 or more, twelve in num- 
ber, exalted twenty-nine per cent, of the entire number 
of exaltations, and that no work was done by nine of 
the Chapters, the fact remains that the Chapters gen- 
erally throughout the jurisdiction have greatly pros- 
pered during the past year. One especially gratifying 
feature, being the lessening number of suspensions for 
the non-payment of dues. 
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The Fraternal Union of Anointed High Priests of 
the State of New York, extended an invitation to the 
Grand Chapter, to attend a reception under the auspices 
of the Union, in the Masonic Tempie, immediately after 
the closing of the Grand Council of Anointed High 
Priests, and, on motion, the same was accepted. 

The Grand High Priest stated that Bishop Potter 
would arrive in Albany at eleven o’clock, next morning 
whereupon, on motion, it was resolved That Bishop 
Potter be invited to address the Grand Chapter to-mor- 
row morning at half-past eleven. 

And promptly on time the Right Reverend Henry 
Codman Potter, Bishop of Nev York, a companion of 
the membership of Jerusalem Chapter, No 8, of New 
York City, was admitted, welcomed by the Grand Jiign 
Priest, received in form, and introduced to the Com- 
panions, whom he addressed, in a brief but eloquent 

discourse. 

ao not forget, Most Excellent, that in Masonry, as in 
other ancient traditions, history sometimes mel ^ s n ^f7 -S' 
itive myths upon whose literal substance no one of us may rashly 
pronounce. But the very ancient origin of Masonry, _ no one of 
L I think, may doubt; and if we may not, then, straightway we 
are confronted with one of the most impressive facts m human 
history —the fact, I mean, that even before its Divine Incarnation 

S3 tta .'.ii Here Orta •<-“"2 

pre-eminent and pre-eminently precious fact of the Erothernooa 

of Man ! 

“Now then Most Excellent and Companions, I affirm that 
there is nothing in all the world to-day that is so impressive and 
so universal an S affirmation of that truth as Mas> onry. Dc > J° u 
that the Reliction in which most of us here have been nurtured, 

everywhere that it has gone has everywhere affirmed it? God 

forbid that I should forget that glorious fact! But it does not 
take a ver~ long voyage to outrun the confines of the Chnst ^ 

wherever y^u go -haCyou 'oVun Masonry? Nay, wherever, jis 

» M £± rroneX^e 

the Masonic Order, and there you may recognize its beneficent 
influence ! 

“ ‘Well, what has all this to do,’ some ^ 

assemblage and with these ceremonies?’ Just this, that we wuo 
are Masons, and proud to be Masons, may never forget that we 
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are also citizens — and citizens of no mean Republic I Content for 
a century or more to build herself up from within, she is now 
reaching out to touch that great East from which, after all, when 
Solomon reared the Temple, her greatest ideas came. And of these 
greatest ideas, the greatest of all was that by which she binds men 
together, of whatever family or country, or color, in the world- 
wide fellowship of the Masonic Lodge! 

“Believe me, Men and Brethren, with a great stewardship 
come great responsibilities! May we recognize the unique char- 
acter, and the sublime powers of our trust; and may we use it, 
here and everywhere, in the upbuilding of a great people, and in 
the enthronement, high over all our national or personal endeav- 
ors, of the two supreme principles of Masonry, — faith in the Eter- 
nal Fatherhood of God, and in the Eternal Brotherhood of Man! M 

Later the following, among other recommendations 
of the Finance Committee, was approved: 

“That the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, in addition 
to his per diem and mileage, be placed in the hands of Comp. 
Henry 0. Potter, for use at his discretion . 1 ’ 

There are jurisdictions where a two-page address at 
that figure would be considered high, but then a bishop 
is an exalted dignitary of the church. 

“ ’Tis from high Life high Characters are drawn; 

A Saint in Crape is twice a Saint in Lawn.” 

Companion Marion I. Greenwood accepted the cor- 
respondence mantle doffed by the departed G. J. Gard- 
ner, and at the outset imagined he had 44 bitten off more 
than he could chew.” 

“One who has never had the experience cannot begin to ap- 
preciate the feeling that came to me when, immediately after my 
appointment to this place, the Grand Secretary piled upon my 
desk the accumulated reports of Grand Chapters received up to 
that time, being those of thirty-seven Bodies, with 6,500 pages of 
solid printed matter, and then said to me: ‘This is just for a 
starter; look these over, and when you have taken out from them 
all that is of interest, I will have some more for you.' I was 
almost paralyzed, and have hardly recovered my breath even yet . n 

But he got through the formidable task nobly, and 
presented a report that demonstrates the wisdom of his 
Companions. He had a faithful review of Canada for 
1902 with quotations from the Grand Z's address. 
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Rollin M. Morgan, New York, Grand High Priest. 

Christopher G. Pox, Buffalo, Grand Secretary. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Chapters . . 21. Members . . 978. 

“It is fitting and proper that we should meet in this Histone 
old City by the Sea at this, the Fifty-fifth Convocation of our 
Grand Chapter. It was here in Wilmington that our ancient breth- 
ren assembled in the early days of the Eighteenth Century and 
formed the first Blue Lodge of Masons, which was chartered and 
organized in the Province of North Carolina. To you belongs the 
proud distinction of having formed the first Chapter in North 
Carolina. You have furnished to Masonry some of the brightest 
lights in the firmament of her glory. ” 

These were Grand High Priest John C. Drewy’s 
words, but he did not speak them himself to the Com- 
panions at Wilmington on the occasion of the Fifty- 
fifth Annual Convocation, June 16, 1903. His wife lay 
critically ill and he was forced to leave the address in 
the hands of his deputy, who read it to the Companions. 

By a resolution, passed at last Annual Convocation, 
the Grand Council was directed to select from the chil- 
dren at the Oxford Orphan Asylum, a boy or a girl who 
should be the child of a Mason, and adopt him or her 
as the ward of the Grand Chapter. This child was to 
be educated by the Grand Chapter, at a cost not exceed- 
ing $100.00 per annum. The amount advanced by the 
Grand Chapter to be in the nature of a loan. 

“In compliance with this resolution, and after consultation 
with Colonel W. J. Hicks, Superintendent of the Oxford Orphan 
Asylum, we selected Eston Renno, of Haywood County, the son of 
G. L. Renno, who was a member of Pigeon River Lodge, No. 386. 

The lad, who has lost a leg, is sixteen years old. 

He granted a dispensation for a new Chapter at 
Southern Pines. The report of the Grand Secretary last 
year showed a net gain of 56 members over the previ- 
ous year, and a total membership of 853. His report this 
year shows a total membership of 978. or a net gain 
of 125. 
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Greetings having been sent to the Knights of Pythias 
then meeting in Wilmington, the following resolution, 
adopted by that body, was received: 

‘ ‘ Be it resolved by the Grand Lodge, Knights of Pythias of 
the Domain of North Carolina, in convention now assembled, That 
we desire to express our deep appreciation of the fraternal cour- 
tesy conveyed in the message just received from the Grand Chap- 
ter Royal Arch Masons. We sincerely reciprocate their good wishes 
and kind words, and bid them God-speed in the splendid works 
characteristic of their ancient and noble fraternity.” 

The incident is referred to because of its rarity. It 
is questionable whether the dignity of Masonry was con- 
served by the action, well meant as it undoubtedly was. 
It would keep the Ancient Craft busy if modern bene- 
ficiary organizations are to be similarly recognized. 

A Companion present, on behalf of Companion Wm. 
H. Andrews, of Phoenix Chapter No. 2, of New York, 
presented two photographs of historical interest. 

One is a picture of the Masonic apron of Levi 
Andrews, Jr., who was a member of St. John’s Lodge at 
New Bern, N.C., which apron is embellished with vari- 
ous emblems of the Master Mason’s Degree, and on the 
flap is a Chapter mark. 

The other photograph is of a Masonic deploma issued 
by St. John’s Lodge No. 2, New Bern, N.C., stating that 
Brother Levi Andrews, Jr., had been admitted to the 
Fifth Degree of Masonry. Mark and Past Master, and is 
dated February 12th, 1793. 

Reproductions of the interesting photographs appear 
in the printed Proceedings. The relics are now in the 
Museum of Masonic Antiquities in New York City. 

The incident led to a resolution being adopted later 
to the effect that a Committee of three be appointed by 
the Grand High Priest, to collect data and relics of 
Capitular Masonry in the State of North Carolina, the 
same to be deposited with the Grand Secretary in order 
that a history of the same may be compiled for the bene- 
fit of the Grand Chapter and the Companions generally 
throughout its jurisdiction. 
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The Wilmington Entertainment Committee extended 
a cordial invitation to the members of the Grand Chap- 
ter, the Grand Council and the Grand Commandery to 
join the Masonic fraternity of the city in a trip down 
the Cape Fear River on the steamer Wilmington, and a 
trolley ride to Wrightsville Beach. Both invitations 
were accepted with thanks. 

Companion James Southgate contributed his twenti- 
eth report on Correspondence, in which Canada for 1902 
receives fraternal notice. 

Under England he notices that a charter was granted 
a Chapter which was to meet at the Troeadero Restaur- 
ant, Piccadilly Circus, London, and adds: 

“We would call that an unsavory neighborhood for inculcat- 
ing temperance and morality, and hope this Chapter will do mis- 
sionary w^ork in this locality and improve the environments. ’ 1 

If Companion Southgate could only realize the many 
similar “unsavory neighborhoods” in London alone 
where Masons meet for social and moral intercourse and 
incidentally to practice the greatest of works. Charity, 
his good soul would be harrowed. 

“Whoe’er has travelled life’s dull round, 

Where’er his stages may have been, 

May sigh to think he still has found 
The warmest welcome at an inn.” 

Henry C. Smallbones, Wilmington. Grand High 
Priest. 

Jas. C. Munds, Wilmington, Grand Secretary. 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Chapters . . 15 Members . . 1,239 

The record for the year was exceptionally good, 
though the report of the proceedings of the Fourteenth 
Annual is embraced in a very small compass. 

George H. Keyes, M. E. Grand High Priest, welcom- 
ed the Companions in Fargo’s Masonic Temple, on the 
12th June, 1903. He represents Canada in North Da- 
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kota, and Canada congratulates him upon liis preferment 
and his good inclination to the Royal Craft. 

His official acts were few. comprising the issue of a 
few dispensations, the constituting of one Chapter, and 
the instituting of another. 

Grand Secretary Thompson reported favorably and 

happily : 

‘ 4 It should be gratifying to this Grand Chapter to note the 
steady progress in our numbers, and the healthy and peaceful tone 
which pervades our Grand Jurisdiction. We meet year after year 
with new faces among us, but old, familiar ones are always here; 
and we note each year a little whitening of the hair, an added line 
upon the face, still we find the heart ever fresh and genial, and 
see a new stone added to the arch that is building overhead. We 
forget the shadows as we look up and see the light that falls upon 
the ‘ Holy Royal Arch. , ’ ’ 

There were no grievances, no decisions, nothing but 
white-winged peace everywhere. 

R. E. Comp. Frank J. Thompson surprised the Grand 
High Priest, as well as the retiring Grand High Priest 
and the Companions present, in the presentation of a 
Past Grand High Priest's jewel to M. E. Comp. George 
H. Keyes. “M. E. Comp. John Holmes, the Grand High 
Priest, was too surprised to give utterance to his aston- 
ishment, and M. E. Comp. Keyes, after the jewel was 
pinned upon his breast, gathered his equanimity and 
heartily thanked the Companions for so beautiful a 
remembrance. ’ 9 , 

They do surprising things in North Dakota accosion- 
ally, but it is suprising that the Oriental twinklers were 
not on hand with a surprise for Grand Secretary Thomp- 
son. It goes without, saying that he must have been sur- 
prised at the omission. 

‘ 1 The softer charm that in her manner lies 
Is framed to captivate, yet not surprise . 9 } 

John Holmes, Valiev City, Grand High Priest. 

Frank J. Thompson, Fargo, Grand Secretary. 
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NOVA SCOTIA 

Chapters . . 14 Members . . 744 

Thirty-three Annual Convocations have been held by 
this daughter of Canada, and the printed record of the 
last held at Truro, on the 10th June, 1902, indicates 
stability and progress. 

Companion J. M. Owen, the M. E. Grand High 
Priest, Avas unable to be present, and in consequence the 
duty of presiding devolved upon Comp. H. W. YuilL, 
Grand King, who opened the Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia in due 
form 10 o’clock a.m. 

There was a goodly representation of the Chapters 
present, and the attendance otherwise was most gratify- 
ing. 

The address of the absent Grand High Priest was 
read by his locum tenens. It contained little to interest 
any but those of his jurisdiction. He paid a touching 
tribute to those Canadians who fought and fell in distant 
South Africa. 

Dispensation for a new Chapter at Glace Bay was 
issued. 

Interesting reports from the Grand Officers appoint' 
ed to visit the Chapters were presented. 

The Grand Secretary reported a net increase of forty- 
four for the year. He draws attention to a fact as patent 
elsewhere as in his own jurisdiction: 

' < Several Chapters have an idea that their returns are not due 
until the Annual Meeting. This wrong impression is the occasion 
of much delay and consequent inconvenience to the Grand Officers 
and Committees, and the cause of very imperfect reports being 
presented. It is surprising that some of the best Secretaries (in 
other respects) are the last to send in their returns.” 

“J am pleased to report that just before leaving for Truro 
I received from E. E. Comp. Geo. J. Bennett, Grand Scnbe E. 
Grand Chapter of Canada, a duplicate of the original Charter of 
Hiram Chapter, No. 3.” 

It was decided that the per capita tax for 1902-03 be 
fifty cents. 
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The Correspondence report was divided among the 
members of the Committee, Canada falling to “S. J. W. 
The whole makes a concise and comprehensive review of 
the sister jurisdictions. 

James Dempster, Halifax, Grand High Priest. 

D. II. Campbell. Halifax, Grand Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Chapters . . 124 Members . . 20,141 

Some routine business and the working of the Mark 
Master Degree were the features of the March quarterly. 

In June, M. E. Companion Isaac F. Stidham, Past 
Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of Connecticut, was pleased to visit the Grand Chapter, 
and was received with the customary honors. 

The M. E. Grand High Priest announced the death 
of Grand Chaplain Companion Rev. Henry S. Getz, 
which announcement elicited tributes of sorrow and 
respect from Grand Chaplain Companion Rev. Thomp- 
son P. Ege and others. 

The Grand Secretary reported in September that the 
previous year showed a net gain of 880. The R. A. De- 
gree was exemplified, and “ Grand Chapter was closed 
in peace at nine o’clock and twenty-five minutes, p.m. ” 

At the December quarterly the Jurisprudence Com- 
mittee congratulated Grand Chaptel* 44 upon the peace 
and harmony existing therein. We have not been called 
upon to hold a meeting.” Obituary addresses were de- 
livered and officers elected. On the 27th December, 1902, 
the “ Annual Grand” was held in Philadelphia’s hand- 
some Masonic Temple, a picture of which is given with 
the printed Proceedings. 

New Jersey’s Grand High Priest and others were 
welcomed as visitors. 
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The Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Companion 
Edward B. Spencer, then presented his report: 

“The healthy growth of many years has caused this body to 
assume the fairest proportions and the most enduring vitality. It 
retains all the freshness of youth and all the vigor of mature age. 
The past year presents no exception to the honorable career which 
has always distinguished it.” 

1 1 The year has, in the way of accessions, been the most pros- 
perous in the history of the Grand Chapter. Our financial affairs 
never were in a more satisfactory condition. Besides possessing 
an invested fund of twenty-two thousand dollars, we have without 
difficulty met all our obligations, have contributed one thousand 
dollars to that very laudable charity, the Masonic Home, and have 
a very respectable balance in the treasury.” 

He decided inter alia that the use of monitors, printed 
or written rituals in conferring the degrees is unlawful. 
Also that a summons issued to the members of a Chapter 
must be signed by the High Priest and Secretary, and 
have the seal of the Chapter attached. 

His successor, M. E. Companion Henry Oscar Kline, 
in his inaugural put the time-honored poser to the Com- 
panions : 

1 ‘ Among the ancient charges assented by the High Priest pre- 
vious to his installation is that you will not exalt any. one to this 
degree . . . who has not made considerable proficiency in the 

preceding degrees. 

‘ ‘ Our Constitution is silent upon this question, but just how 
any High Priest can possibly be satisfied with the proficiency of a 
Brother Most Excellent Master in that and the Mark Degrees be- 
fore conferring the Royal Arch upon him, when all are conferred 
at the same meeting of the Chapter, presents a question for which 
it is difficult to find a satisfactory answer.” 

To five distinguished and erudite Companions was 
entrusted the compilation of the report on Correspond- 
ence. Past Grand High Priest Jacobs had Canada in- 
cluded in his portion. 

"VVe had commented on the apparent “anomaly” of 
styling the Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer and others 
“Most Excellent,” “a title which we have ever been 
taught should of right belong to but one, viz., the chief 
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ruler, and, by courtesy only, to those who preceded him 
in that office. ” 

This apears to have given Companion Jacobs much 
concern and anxiety, and in defence of the situation he 
went to much trouble and research. For this we express 
regret, because our real meaning was obscured in the 
combination, “Most Excellent, ” when it should have 
been written “Most” only. Companion Jacobs says: 

“This, of course, means that the Grand Chapter of Pennsyl- 
vania is peculiar in ascribing the title ‘M.E.’ to anyone but the 
Grand High Priest or a Past Grand High Priest. We fear this 
paragraph was the work of 1 The Printer ’s Devil ’ and escaped the 
correcting pencil of Companion Bennett when he read the proof; 
for lie is ordinarily far too painstaking and accurate a Masonic 
writer to fall into such an error. When he speaks of the Penn- 
sylvania practice as ‘anomalous,’ he doubtless means that it is a 
departure from a settled rule, established by universal, — and in 
our opinion it should be added, ancient, — usage. But he is tread- 
ing on very dangerous ground in assuming that there is any law 
governing official titles in Capitular Masonry, except such law as 
each Grand Chapter establishes for itself, — as a very slight exam- 
ination of the proceedings of Grand Chapters will show; and he 
is in still greater danger if he assumes that the present prevailing 
practice among American Grand Chapters of styling the Grand 
High Priest ‘M.E. ’ and all the other elective officers ‘R.E. ’ is 
either ancient or universal. Starting with the knowdedge that the 
Pennsylvania practice, said by our Companion to be anomalous, 
has obtained in our Grand Chapter for at least a century, we were 
led to examine into the practice elsewhere, and particularly in the 
older American jurisdictions. We regret that only broken sets of 
Proceedings were available for this purpose, but with the assist- 
ance of a Companion who is an accomplished Masonic student, 
enough has been gathered to refute Companion Bennett’s charge 
of ‘ anomaly ’ against Pennsylvania. We give some of the results, 
confining ourselves to the elective officers, including the Grand 
Treasurer and Grand Secretary.” 

And thereupon he industriously delves into the anci- 
ent histories of Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, Delaware, Ohio and even travels 
across the Atlantic in a laudable effort to establish prece- 
dent for Pennsylvania's course. 

Now, although Companion Jacobs implies it, we never 
assumed that there was a law governing titles in Capitu- 
lar Masonry, but we admit the soft impeachment that in 
respect of titles Pennsylvania was regarded as peculiar 
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and therefore a law unto itself. It cannot be called to 
mind that any other jurisdiction applies the title 4 4 Most ” 
to any officer but him who sits, or has sat, in the ruler’s 
chair* and we humbly beg to suggest that even to the 
past ruler, whether Excellent or Worshipful, the applica- 
tion of the prefix 44 Most ' 9 is an incongruity. 

The significance of the word 4 4 Most” should not be 
lost sight of in its titular application. It is a superlative, 
and the assumption of it by those who having held the 
highest position give way to another to whom they own 
allegiance, is, to say the least, inconsistent. There can 
be only one 4 4 Most/ ’ and in applying it as a title for 
those who have passed the Grand East it is simply sacri- 
ficing consistency at the expense of courtesy. To confer 
it on those who have never reached the greatest or 
highest position is to trail the word and its import in the 
mire of absurdity. Maine may have committeed the error 
in 1821, and other jurisdictions at earlier or later periods, 
but such examples, even though termed 4 4 ancient usage, ' ’ 
cannot right a palpable wrong. 

But even if Companion Jacobs is unable to swim, ha 
is not afraid of venturing into deep water : 


‘ i But Companion Bennett has been taught that the title ‘ Most 
Excellent ’ ‘ should of right belong to but one, viz., the chief ruler. ' 
What is the ground of this right? Ancient, established, uniform 
usage? Hardly, in the face of even the meagre data that we have 
been able to furnish. Pre-eminence? But the High Priest of a 
subordinate Chapter is ‘M. E.,’ — although not in all jurisdictions, 
under the new dispensation, — and why should not all the elective 
officers of a Grand Chapter be as eminently distinguished? 

‘ ‘ We turn to the list of the officers of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada, and find them bearing four different labels, viz., ‘M.E./ 
‘R.E., ’ ‘ Y.E. ’ and ‘E.’ ‘M.E. ’ and ‘E.’ are old. ‘R.E.’ is well 
known and has recently come much into vogue among American 
Grand Chapters. But whence ‘V.E.’? Is it not just a little bit 
‘ anomalous , ? And is not Canada a ‘law unto itself ’ in this and, 
perhaps, some other matters?” 


How much of the 4 4 you ’re another” phase of argu- 
ment there is in the above ! If the High Priest of a sub- 
ordinate Chapter is 44 M. E.” then the Master of the 
subordinate Lodge should be 44 M. W./’ but he isn t 
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The sublime fitness of things is not. observable in this 
phase of the discussion at all. 

It was in a Masonic journal some years ago that we 
saw the titles in Masonry referred to as being similar to 
those of the church. The aiclibisliop being at the head 
of the diocese, is styled 4 4 Most Reverend ;” the elected 
bishops are “Right Reverend,” the appointed deans 
the “Very Reverend,” and the clergy generally “Rever- 
end.” Thus, as with us, in Grand Lodge or Grand Chap- 
ter, the Grand East is “Most,” the elected officers are 
“Right,” and the appointed “Very.” Hence, “V. E.” 
and nothing anomalous about it, either. 

And although the title does not obtain in our sub- 
ordinate Chapters, as it does in some of the jurisdictions 
of the United States, it must be admitted that there is 
a modicum of justification for the word “Most.” Among 
all the Excellents in his Chapter the High Priest, by 
reason of his superior position, is the Most Excellent. 
To claim that inferior elective officers in Grand Chapters 
are, because of that, equally entitled to the prefix, is to 
claim something wholly unreasonable. Mackey, an emi- 
nent United States authority and one whom even Com- 
panion Jacobs will be disposed to admit, defines the title 
of elected officers thus: 

“Right Excellent — The epithet prefixed to the title of all 
superior officers of a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons below 
the dignity of a Grand High Priest.” 

The liberal sentiments of Companion Stockton Bates 
on the liquor question aroused the wrath of the man from 
Kentucky, who said : “We do not believe that association 
with a body of Masons is a good place for men who stand 
behind a bar and deal out death and damnation to his 
fellow-man, but especially his brother Mason.” Ken- 
tucky enjoys a reputation for a variety of brands which 
might justify the sweeping description of them, but 
Companion Bates temperately replies : 

“We personally have no use for the 1 death and damnation ’ 
business. Drinking to excess is a bad business in any one. But 
we do know 'good men and true ’ who are dealing in liquors; men 
who are honorable, temperate, God-fearing, honest, generous men, 
.just in their dealings, worthy and well qualified. Use and not 
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abuse will keep all men temperate. All things are good, but all 
are not expedient. All should avoid everything that is evil, use 
everything in moderation that may be found to tend toward the 
creation of the true man, “ mens sana in corpore sano.” 

Henry Oscar Kline, Pittsburg, Grand High Priest. 

Charles Carey, Philadelphia, Grand Secretary. 

QUEBEC 


Chapters . . 11 Members . . 745 

A new Chapter added and a net increase in member- 
ship of 101 emphasized the progress made by our sistei 
jurisdiction to the east of us in 1902, and, all things con- 
sidered, the showing was most gratifying. M. E. Com- 
panion Geo. 0. Stanton, Grand Z., presided over the 
Twenty-sixth Annual Convocation, which on 24th March, 
1903, was opened in the Masonic Hall of the Ann rt nt 
Capital : 

“We meet upon the great red rock of our Canadian Gibraltar, 
where Masonry was first introduced into Canada, and where the 
most refined civilization of the Old World first touched the bar- 
baric wildness of the New. Imagination could hardly have devised 
a nobler portal to our fair Dominion — a spot where the largest 
share of the picturesque and romantic element is gathered round 
the outlines of a grand though rugged nature. 

“I am reminded by the date upon the chair which I now 
occupy that the Brethren and Companions who have welcomed us 
to Quebec, and those who have preceded them, have been in pos- 
session, for nearly a century, of a collection of very precious 
relics of Royal and Select Masters of the Craft, whose services to 
Freemasonry are the common heritage of us all. The principal 
chairs in the east, west and south of this hall were the gift, in 
1806, of H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex, Grand Master of the Mod- 
erns, who, with his royal brother, the Duke of Kent, was instru- 
mental, in 1S13, in the formation of the United Grand Lodge of 
England. 

“For nearly half a century, however, before the presentation 
of these relics, other chairs had been ‘passed* by the searchers 
after further light in Masonry, on their journey towards the Holy 
Royal Arch of Jerusalem. 

“There has been claimed for the degrees of Capitular Ma- 
sonry in Quebec a history which runs back close upon a century 
and a half. The Royal Arch degree was doubtless conferred in 
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this city within a quarter of a century of its introduction in York 
and in London. ” 

The new Chapter for which he issued a dispensation 
is located in Cooksliire, Compton County, and started its 
e a Veer under most favorable auspices. 

He recommended that the Eastern Townships district 
be divided, as the territory is too large for proper super- 
vision, and the addition of a Grand Lecturer to the roil 
of officers. 

Reports from the several districts were exhaustive 
and interesting, and those of the Grand Scribe E. and 
Grand Treasurer indicated a condition of healthy pro- 
gress. 

The recommendation of the Grand Z. with reference 
to a Grand Lecturer was approved, and it was further 
decided : 

‘ ‘ That the M.E. the G.Z. be empowered to appoint a skilful 
Companion to impart instruction to such Subordinate Chapters as 
make application for the same, and as occasion may arise. The 
travelling expenses incurred by the Companion who may be so ap- 
pointed to be defrayed by Grand Chapter. ’ ’ 

The Committee on Report of Grand Scribe E. con- 
gratulated Grand Chapter on having an efficient and 
painstaking officer and iater on a more substantial recog- 
nition of that faithful Companion's devotion was un- 
animously agreed to. 

New collars and jewels at a cost of $125 were pro- 
cured for the Grand Officers. The following was sub- 
mitted as an addition to the Constitution, and stands as 
a notice of motion : 

“That a Companion who has been a member of a subordinate 
Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter for a term 
of dO years may become a life member with full privileges on the 
payment of $5.00, said amount to be paid this Grand Chapter by 
the subordinate Chapter of which the Companion may be a member 
at the time of application for life membership . 1 1 

Eighty pages comprise M. E. Companion Chambers' 
• review of the Grand Chapters. It is, as always, enjoy- 
able reading. The intemperate temperance which finds 
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vent in legislating against all and sundry who directly 
or indirectly are connected with the liquor trade, elicits 
the following, under Alabama: 

“In Quebec we trust our Lodges and Chapters to select their 
own material, without presuming to add anything of our own to 
the qualifications provided by the Ancient Charges and Regulations 
of the Order. So far as we can ascertain, no further prohibitions 
are necessary. Not that we dare assert that no unworthy material 
finds its way into our Lodges and Chapters, for unfortunately the 
contrary is sometimes the case. But we know very many hotel men 
who would have made much better Masons than some of those 
psalm-singing hypocrites who have the poison of adders under 
their lips, yet seem to believe that it is easier to pass through the 
e|ye of a needle than for a saloon-keeper to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. ” 

Three of his pages he gives to Canada for 1903, quot- 
ing in full the report the Committee on the restoration 
of the M. E. M. Degree. 

J. Bruce Payne, Granby, Grand Z. 

Will H. Whyte, Montreal, Grand Scribe E. 

RHODE ISLAND 

Chapters . . 10 Members . . 2,915 

The One Hundred and Fifth Annual Convocation was 
held in Freemasons’ Hall, Providence, Tuesday, March 
10, 1903. 

Grand High Priest Nye stated that the year had been 
a very prosperous one for all of the Chapters. Harmony 
and good feeling prevailed, and the prospect for next- 
year bids fair to exceed this. 

He was a frequent visitor, and reported well of the 
Chapters. He furnished a brief statement of his official 
acts, and remarked in closing : 

“In these times of great prosperity, by the numerous acces- 
sions of men of every opinion, let us be very careful that we do 
not become tinctured with the impression that a Masonic body is 
democratic. * 

“Masonry and democracy are two widely differing institu- 
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tions. Masonry cannot be democratic, for he who presides over a 
Masonic body has absolute authority, and his will is law final. * * 

The perpetual jurisdiction monstrosity came to the 
front under the following circumstances. A letter to the 
Grand High Priest from the Secretary of the Chapter at 
Woonsocket, R.I., stated that a brother who had resided 
there for ten years had made application for the Chapter 
degrees. Previous to coming there he had made appli- 
cation to a Chapter in New Haven, Conn., and he had 
asked relinquishment of jurisdiction over him, which was 
refused. He again petitioned the Rhode Island Chapter, 
and the Secretary asked advice. The Grand High Priest 
having sized up the situation, copsidered the Chapter was 
in order in receiving the petition. The Committee on the 
Address thought otherwise: 

‘ ‘ In the matter of his decision regarding the reception of the 
petition by Union Chapter, No. 5, Woonsocket, of a brother over 
whom the Grand Chapter of Connecticut claims perpetual jurisdic- 
tion under their regulations, we feel compelled to recommend that 
this Grand Chapter do not approve his decision. 

‘ ‘ Without passing judgment upon the advisability of the mat- 
ter of perpetual jurisdiction as claimed by our sister Grand Chap- 
ter, we do feel that their position should be respected, as we should 
like ours respected under similar circumstances . 1 1 

That zealous Companion of the Royal Arch, Rev. H. 
W. Rugg, is again the reviewer. He invariably gives 
his readers something to ponder and dwell upon, and the 
thoughtful perusal of which must, and doubtless does, 
prove of lasting benefit. In justification of the Corre- 
spondence report, for instance, he has this to say : 

1 1 1 Excepting the reviewers themselves, ’ asks a sensitive mem- 
ber of the Guild, ‘who is there that reads reports on Correspond- 
ence 1 ’ There are a few others. There are certain brethren in 
every jurisdiction who read Proceedings, having a purpose to keep 
thoroughly posted in the movements of the Craft in all its depart- 
ments; these gladly turn the pages of reports on Correspondence 
to note the evidences of progress in the Fraternity, and also to 
trace the views expressed by intelligent reviewers touching ques- 
tions of Masonic law and procedure. Writers of reports when 
they are doing their work may well keep in mind such a class. 
They are sufficiently numerous to animate us to do our best — to 
give the assurance that our labor will be appreciated, at least by 
a faithful few, according to its deserving. 
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‘ i The usefulness of Correspondence reports does not, how- 
ever, mainly depend upon their present reading. It is well to have 
such reports prepared and preserved for future reference. 
Thought, study, reading, are called for in the summarizing of in- 
formation, the setting forth of timely statements, and the furnish- 
ing of appropriate suggestions, that so constant additions may be 
made to Masonic history, and numerous sign posts be placed to 
mark the progress of the organic life of our great Fraternity. 
Correspondence reports are not without value in such a line of 
service. ’ ’ 


A kindly review of Canada for 1903 is included. 
Noting in a certain jurisdiction that it had been decided 
‘ ‘that a ball or assembly of any kind cannot be held in 
the name of a Chapter without a dispensation,” he ob- 
serves : 

“Was ever a dispensation for such an entertainment refused! 
Our thought is that Masonic balls should be held only under the 
warrant of a dispensation, and that they should not be too frequent 
occasions. Freemasonry does not exist for the providing of en- 
tertainments. Least of all does it accord with the fitness of things 
that the Capitular branch of the organization should be a frequent 
purveyor of amusements.” 

From his closing remarks we extract the following, 
which we commend to the close attention of those of our 
Canadian readers who may be, or have been, attracted 
by the will-o’-the-wisp fascinations of more modern 
orders and degrees, which are invariably enshrined in a 
glittering setting of the paste variety: 

“Capitular Masonry justifies all the attention it receives from 
its followers. It is a mine of instruction for all who explore its 
recesses and diligently seek to gather its rich treasures. It has 
a brightly illumined history, a prestige and a glory peculiarly its 
own, and it contains so much of philosophy and of moral teaching 
as of right to claim a foremost place in the Masonic system. 

“Under the rule which provides that only Royal Arch Masons 
are eligible for admission into the Templar Order, Capitular Ma- 
sonry has an assured position. And this is well; but it should be 
kept in mind that the Royal Arch system has much to commend it 
in the things of intrinsic interest and value, and is deservedly of 
higher rank and honor than some esteem it who have from neces- 
sity taken the Chapter degrees as a means to a desired endF * 

1 ‘ They who have gone forward in search of Masonic light, 
acquiring membership in numerous Rites and Orders, should never 
forget their heritage in Royal Arch Masonry, which by its history 
and its symbolism is inseparable from the ancient Craft system. 
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Chas. B. Manchester, Providence, Grand High Pn h 

Win. R. Greene, Providence. Grand Secretary. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Chapters . . 22 Members . . 818 

Grand Secretary Barron, who as Correspondent 
directed attention to Canada’s failure to recognize Souto 
Carolina’s advancement, is heieby notified that the 
writer, on behalf of that extensive jurisdiction, admits 
the corn, and thus hastens to repair the seeming injus- 
tice. It is with genuine satisfaction that the visible and 
healthy growth of the “Palmettos” is observed from 
afar, and in case of any future defect in the Canadian 
vision the hope is now registered that the said growtn 
may never again be retarded. 

A net gain of 108 in membership and two new Chap- 
ters is not a bad showing. Yet, to the Ninety-first Annual 
Convocation in Charleston on the llth February, 1902, 
the Grand Secretary said: 

‘ ‘ Generally speaking, there seems to be more real stability in 
our Chapters than was the case some years since, although we 
have but few really prosperous Chapters. A number are making 
slight gains, while some are struggling to keep up with the pro- 
cession ; but they do not drop out, as formerly. So far as the jre- 
ti.ms show, every Chapter on our roll has done some work during 
the past year, and the future can not be said to look discourag- 
ing.” 


Grand High Priest John R, Bellinger, who represents 
the Grand Chapters of Canada in his jurisdiction, re- 
marked on the growth and prosperity of the Royal Crart 
as a subject of congratulation : 

1 ‘ At the beginning of the year, I set out with the full deter- 
mination to visit many of the Subordinate Chapters, but I have 
found it well nigh impossible to do so.” 

“At my request, however, our ever willing Grand Secretary 
has, with others, visited many of the Chapters and rendered them 
far more efficient service than T could have done.” 

“As it was in the beginning,” etc. He was only call- 
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ed upon to render one decision, and that was to the 
effect that it is not necessary for one to have filled the 
office of King or Scribe to make him eligible to the office 
of High Priest; that any member in good standing is S3 
eligible. And as this was South Carolina law, it was 
concurred in by the South Carolina “jurists.” 

He was glad to report that “our Grand Representa- 
tives seem more active in their attendance upon the An- 
nual Convocations of their respective Grand Chapters 
than formerly.” The reviewer, however, is prompt to 
notice that the South Carolina representative in Canada 
is an absentee. 

The business before Grand Chapter was soon disposed 
of. Companion Barron’s review of the Chapters is in 
his usual careful and racy style. Canada for 1901 was 
under his eye, and he expresses admiration for its system 
of superintendence. He noticed that the effort to restore 
the Most Excellent Master’s Degree, in its entirety, fail- 
ed, and remarked: “We regret this, and predict that 
the question will again come to the front.” 

“Slowly upon the amber air unrolled 
The falling mantle of the Prophet seems." 

J. Edwin McDonald, Winnesboro’, Grand High. 
Priest. 

Jacob T. Barron, Columbia, Grand Secretary. 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Chapters . . 29 Members . . 1,784 

A handsome illustrated volume is the record of the 
proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Convocation, 
which assembled in Deadwood on the 11th June, 1903. 
Grand High Priest Ames dubs it the “City of Mills,” 
the commercial and financial centre of the historic Black 
Hills. How that great country ‘ ‘ do grow. ’ ’ 

“As we look about us, we behold one of the finest monu- 
ments to Masonic genius ever erected in our State. This temple 
is a grand edifice, and as long as Masonry shall exist, it will re- 
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main as an enduring evidence of the enterprise of our Deadwood 
Brothers and Companions. 

They say that open confession is good for the soul, 
and this Grand High Priest, whose every waking mo- 
ment was spent in wrestling with business cares, was not 
afraid to confess: 

“I hoped that fortune would favor me and enable me to be 
an actual, not a nominal, head to this Grand Chapter. I never 
shirk a duty, and am not a lover of ease, and to my death I shall 
ever regret that I could not travel among you, work, and receive 
the Craftsman’s wages. I had planned to visit every Chapter in 
ilie State, but to save my life I could not arrange my business to 
permit it. I do not feel that I should be censured for derelic- 
tion. 9 9 


Dispensation for a new Chapter was issued, and 
Grand Secretary Pettigrew reported a net gain of 61. 

The Grand Lecturer was appointed a committee of 
one to see that one of the Capitular degrees is exempli- 
fied at the next Grand Annual Convocation. As with 
the great majority, this jurisdiction had no grievances 
and no appeals. 

On recommendation of the Committee on Rituals, an 
appropriation of two hundred dollars for the publication 
of a manual and the test lectures for the use of the Chap- 
ters was agreed to. 

M. E. Companion Levoy writes the Correspondence 
report. He was prevented from attending Grand Chap- 
ter by reason of sickness in his family. He thinks Can- 
ada did a wise thing in deciding to rehabilitate the M. E. 
M. Degree : 

“He quotes from the conclusion of our report and com- 
ments: ‘And to dependent membership legislation he attributes it 
all.’ Well, Comp. Bennett ought to be satisfied as long as we do 
not claim that their last year’s increase of 477 came from this 
source. Although it is possible that if they adopted the measure 
in Canada it might lessen the heavy suspension and withdrawal 
list which we note is so heavy this year. An appeal to ‘Horatio 9 
might then be more effective . 9 1 

It is observed that in his conclusion he pays an elo- 
quent tribute to the departed and much regretted M. E. 
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Companion Drummond, of Maine, closing with these 
words : 

‘ ‘ His monument will be the hearts of his brethren in all 
branches of Masonry, and after their call comes to join the cara- 
van, his writings will endure as his monument for the guidance of 
future generations of Craftsmen, who will want to view, as we 
have done, the deep designs drawn upon his tracing board . 1 ’ 

We have said our say upon this dependent member- 
ship question, and it evidently has not convinced Com- 
panion Levoy, but the words of him who has gone will 
not have been written in vain, and they will endure, as 
our good Companion says, “for the guidance of future 
generations of Craftsmen.” Here is an extract from the 
written views of the lamented Drummond on dependent 
membership : 

“We are extremely jealous of any interference with Symbolic 
Masonry from any other source whatever. It is amply able to take 
care of itself ; but more than all that, if these other bodies are 
allowed to interfere for what they may deem" to be a benefit to it, 
they may hereafter interfere on the same ground with what Sym- 
bolic Masonry itself^ may not deem to be for its benefit, and there- 
fore it is that we object absolutely to the ‘ higher bodies ’ under- 
taking to do anything avowedly for the benefit of the Lodge. 

“We further object to it because it makes mere pecuniary 
considerations the controlling feature in our Masonic polity. We 
regard the prominence now given to those considerations as an im- 
mese departure from the original plan of Masonry, a departure in 
utter conflict w T ith the fundamental principles of the Institution. 
We require the aspirant for our mysteries to declare that he is 
not influenced by selfish or mercenary motives, but when he once 
gets in we say to him, We want many things of you, but the only 
indispensable thing is his money! What wonder that the zeal of 
many of our initiates soon cools ! ’ 7 

True as gospel, and should be convincing, but the 
chances are that Companion Levoy may be inclined to 
take refuge in the fact that he does not belong to a future 
generation, or he may offer some such specious argument 
as that submitted by him to Con panion Montgomery, of 
Minnesota : 

“But his explanation does not explain; at least, we can’t get 
it right. It is possibly because we are so imbued with the idea 
tha- the dependent membership doctrine is so true and necessary 
for the welfare of Capitular Masonry that we cannot realize that 
in any other manner can justice be done this branch of Masonry 
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than by making those who have used it for a purpose do their 
share in maintaining it, not altogether in a financial sense, but 
by their membership and counsel assist its development to the 
] lane it should occupy with Symbolic Masonry. ' * 

“Look here upon this picture and on this.’ 7 The late 
Companion Drummond declared it harmful. Companion 
Levoy says it is necessary. Which 1 

Samuel H. Jumper, Aberdeen, Grand Hie'h Priest. 

Geo. A. Pettigrew, Sioux Palls, Grand Secretary. 

TENNESSEE 

Chapters . . 71 . Members . . 2,919 

The Seventy-fourth Annual Convocation was held in 
the Masonic Temple, in the City of Nashville, on Mon- 
day, January 26, 1903. 

While two Chapters were added and over a hundred 
increase in membership, the learned three who comprised 
the Committee on Jurisprudence found time to agree 
with the Grand High Priest “that the state of the Order 
is not such as to elicit congratulations, and, therefore, 
earnestly insist that each Subordinate Body put forth 
strenuous efforts this year. Let each determine td bend 
ever} r energy in promoting this noble and glorious 
cause.” 

Grand High Priest Shields, in June, issued a dis- 
pensation to nine Companions at Dyersburg to form a 
Chapter, and the rather unusual sudden collapse of the 
enterprise is summed up in a few words : 

“'This Chapter failed to materialize; and after several un- 
successful attempts to o-et a quorum to organize, they threw up 
the sponge and surrendered their dispensation . 9 1 

He received a communication from a Chapter, asking 
if they could receive and act upon a petition of a brother 
who had lost his left arm. He answered that if he could 
receive and impart the ritual they could; otherwise they 
could not. 

Why he put it that way is difficult to comprehend. As 
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the brother could not comply with the requirements, 
there should have been but one reply. 

Notice of the serious illness of Companion Bun. F. 
Price, of Memphis, having reached Grand Chapter, the 
Grand Secretary was directed to communicate to him by 
telegram its sympathy in his sore affliction. 

A recommendation that all balances in the hands of 
the Grand Treasurer after expenses shall have been met 
be turned over to the Endowment Commissioners of the 
Masonic Widows and Orphans ’ Home Fund, was adopt- 
ed. 


The following resolution was adopted: 

‘ ‘ Whereas there are in this Grand Jurisdiction sixty -nine dead 
Chapters and thirty-eight counties in which there are no Chapters: 
and, ( 

“Whereas, there are about 3,500 non-affiliates in the State; 
be it 

“ Resolved , That the Subordinate Chapters of this Grand Jur- 
isdiction be asked to consider the advisability of appointing a 
Grand Lecturer and to instruct their Representatives at the next 
Grand Chapter how to vote on the proposition. ’ ’ 

“So deeply immersed in professional engagements 
did Companion Ingersoll find himself that he turned the 
job of reviewing the proceedings of Grand Chapter oyer 
to another, who produced a brief report, Companion 
Ingersoll contributing . a concluding chapter on the 
themes, suitable proficiency in preceding degrees and 
rotation in office. To the absence of the former and 
adherence to the latter he attributed much of the apathy 
and indifference which characterized the working in the 
various Chapters : 

“Men value that which is dearly bought. It is not the open 
door, but the barred one, which excites the curiosity of men; and 
we shall preserve the respect of the world for Ancient Freemasonry 
by maintaining its lofty standard of excellence. Craft Masons 
will cease to aspire to the Royal Arch when they learn it may be 
obtained without additional effort or merit; and they will not be 
slow to measure its merits by the effort required.” 

“In our business relations and affairs we do not hesitate to* 
choose the man best fitted for the place we have to fill; no custom 
dominates us here, no soft sentimentality enchains us in its 
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slavery; witli courage we select the best material and install it in 
its proper place. May we not with equal propriety pursue the 
same course in Lodge or Chapter? Nay, should we not do so on 
all occasions? Is that not the part of genuine manhood? Is it 
not the duty of intelligent Freemasonry ? 7 7 

Geo. P. Chandler, Knoxville, Grand High Priest. 

\Ym. A. Clendening, Nashville, Grand Secretary. 


TEXAS 


Chapters . . 156 Members . . 7,868 

Grand High Priest Phillips opened his address to the 
Fifty-third Annual Convocation at Houston on 2nd De- 
cember, with a touching reference to the deaths of Grand 
Secretary Lopas and Past Grand High Priests W. F. 
Swain and S. J. Morris. 

Two dispensations for new Chapters were issued, and 
three others he held over. He was kept busy making 
decisions. 

The Grand Visitors in most cases did their work 
faithfully. In one instance domestic affliction interfered, 
and in another “business” : 

“I had two very pressing calls from Colorado Chapter to 
come and teach them a school, but I found it impossible at both 
times to leave home, and I think that when one gets too busy to 
attend to his Masonic duties, the M. E. High Priest ought to get 
some one to attend to them for him . 7 7 

One hundred dollars was voted to the aged indigent 
widow of a Past Grand High Priest sometime deceased 
and who in his lifetime had been a pillar in Grand 
Chapter. 

It was resolved that the number of Grand Visitors 9 
districts be increased from thirteen to fifteen, to conform 
to the number of congressional districts, and the said dis- 
tricts ’ jurisdiction be the same as the congressoinal. 

The Grand Orator delivered an instructive address 
on “the Book of the Law” : 
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‘ ‘ Would you have a true knowledge and proper understanding 
of Masonry? Then you must study the book of the law of Ma- 
sonry. Would you be an accomplished Mason, having your life 
ornamented and adorned with those internal qualifications which 
are at once the credentials of nobility on earth and in heaven? 
In no other w T ay may you attain them than by a reverent study of 
God’s word.” 

For the ninth time Companion John L. Terrell fur- 
nished the Correspondence report, and reviewed Canada 
for 1902 in his usual generous manner. He is an advo- 
cate of dependent membership, and in that respect is 
* ‘ agin the government ’ ’ : 

“It appears that the law of the Grand Chapter and the 
Grand Lodge of Michigan is that ‘No member shall be permitted 
to dimit from the Chapter of which he is a member until he shall 
present a certificate from some Chapter that he has petitioned for 
membership and been elected therein.’ 

• ‘ Wherefore it would appear that there are but two ways to 
get out — die, or join another Chapter. Let those who prate of 
‘compulsory membership’ turn their venom loose on Michigan. 
We like dependent membership, but not compulsion after the man- 
ner of our Michigan brethren.” 

A distinction without a difference. Head the late 
Companion Drummond on the dependent phase of the 
“ union label” in Masonry. 

J. M. Strayhorn, Waco, Grand High Priest. 

John A. Bryan, Cleburne, Grand Secretary. 

VERMONT 


Chapters . . 28 Members . . 3,832 

The Green Mountain State, so far as Capitular Ma- 
sonry is concerned, enjoyed a twelvemonth of rare peace 
and prosperity, and Grand High Priest Boyce occupied 
but a brief few moments in detailing his official acts to 
the Eighty-sixth Annual Convocation, at Burlington, on 
the 12th June, 1903. 

He granted several special dispensations empowering 
the Chapters applying, to receive and ballot on applica- 
tions without waiting the necessary time, in each case 
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requiring them to give clue and ample notice to all resi- 
dent members. 

He was not called upon to make any decisions during 
the year, and no case of grievance had been brought to 
his knowledge, and, so far as he knew, peace and pros- 
perity prevailed in this Grand Jurisdiction. 

He pointed out that the compensation of the Grand 
Secretary was far below the average paid by other juris- 
dictions of equal strength and financial ability. It was 
evident that the work of the Grand Secretary has reached 
such magnitude as to require his continual services. 

The district visitations were faithfully performed 
and the reports thereon of much interest, as also was that 
of the Grand Lecturer. 

Six jewels were procured for as many Past Grand 
High Priests at the average price of $55.50 each. 

A petition signed by nineteen Companions praying 
for a dispensation to open And hold a regular Chapter at 
Richford was presented. 

The Finance Committee recommended that Grand 
Chapter make a further loan of $1,000 to the Grand 
Lodge of Vermont under the same conditions as the pre- 
vious loans, now amounting to $8,000. 

“With fraternal salutations to one and all,” M. E. 
Companion Marsh O. Perkins presented his report on 
Correspondence, a compilation well worth perusal. Can- 
ada for 1903 received his close attention to the extent of 
three pages: 

“The exhaustive reports of the District Superintendents again 
attest to the high degree of efficiency of the district system of 
supervision, as developed in this jurisdiction, and show that nearly 
every Chapter had been officially inspected. Now and then a 
failure is reported, but not because of lack of zeal on the part of 
the superintendents, one of whom travelled upwards of 200 mik*, 
only to find no quorum. No chapters of instruction or district 
meetings were held, but this oversight will probably not be re- 
ported another year. ” 

"William S. Terrill, Rutland, Grand High Priest. 

Henry H. Ross, Burlington, Grand Secretary. 
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VICTORIA 

44 At a convocation holden at Freemasons’ Hall, Col- 
lins street, Melbourne, cn Wednesday, October, 16th, 
1901,” we find that Grand Chapter was opened 4 4 in 
Antient and Solemn Form.” Our own Companion J. 
D’Amer Drew was among the Grand Representatives 
present. 

Among the accounts passed was one for 4 4 blowing 
organ, 5s.” 

At this convocation the Most Excellent Master Degree 
seems to have obtained full recognition, and regulations 
concerning its status were adopted. 

At the January quarterly following the Grand Z. 
presided. 

The V. E. the Grand Scribe E. read a communication 
from the M. E. the First Grand Principal, stating that he 
had conferred the rank of P. G. Z. on R. E. Comp. A. B. 
Templeman, P.G.H., Australasian Chapter, No. 1. 

It was decided that with a view to insuring greater 
uniformity, the Committee of General Purposes arrange 
for an exemplification of the work at a Quarterly Convo- 
cation at least once in every year. 

Arrangements for the delivery of lectures upon sub- 
jects relating or akin to Capitular Freemasonry, by Com- 
panions of ability, at one or more Quarterly Convocations 
in each year, were also to be effected. 

At the April Quarterly, there being only one nomina- 
tion for the office of First Grand Principal, M. E. Comp, 
the Hon. A. J. Peacock was declared duly elected to that 
position for the ensuing twelve months. 

The organ was blown again in July to the old tune of 
five shillings. 

A resolution was carried, congratulating the M. E. 
the First Grand Principal on behalf of the R. A. Free- 
masons of Victoria on the honor of Knighthood conferred 
upon him by His Majesty the King. 
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At a special convocation in July the Grand Z. set the 
Most Excellent ball a-rolling. He requested all Most 
Excellent Masters present to produce their certificates or 
other documentary evidence as such, and the V. E. the 
Grand Scribe E. thereupon opened a Register of Most 
Excelent Masters under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter, and seventeen Most Excellent Masters having 
produced the necessary documentary evidence, their 
names were recorded in such Register. 

The M. E. the First Grand Principal then requested 
those Most Excellent Masters whose names had been 
recorded on such Register to constitute and form a Lodge 
of Most Excellent Masters for the purpose of conferring 
that degree upon all members of Grand Chapter present 
who might desire to become Most Excellent Masters, and 
for the purpose of constituting and forming such Lodge 
the M. E. the First Grand Principal then called ofc 
Grand Chapter. 

The Hon. Sir A. J. Peacock, Melbourne, Grand Z. 

John Braim, Melbourne, Grand Scribe E. 

VIRGINIA 


Chapters . . 43 Members . . 3,398 

“In rendering to you an account of my administration, I am 
happy in being able to report that never in the history of our 
Grand Jurisdiction has a more perfect state of harmony existed, 
both at home and abroad.” 

To the Ninety-fifth Annual Convocation, in Novem- 
ber, 1902, at Richmond, spake M. E. Comp. W. J. Hub- 
ard, Grand High Priest. 

He deplored the death of an intimate friend and 
Companion, Past Grand High Priest Jacob Bumgardner : 

‘ 1 This death is peculiarly distressing to me, as to this beloved 
Companion I am indebted for all my knowledge of the standard 
work of Virginia, as are many others. He also endeared himself 
to all with whom he came in contact, for his amiability and cotir- 
teousness. 

“To him is due the highest praise for the efficient promulga- 
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tion of our beautiful ritual, and for the conspicuous example of 
what a Mason should be — ‘an upright and perfect man.’ Let us 
all strive to follow in his footsteps. 99 

4 4 The Companions throughout the State have become 
so familiar with the Methodical Digest, as to be able to 
decide all points of law for themselves, ’ ’ and he was left 
quietly to himself in this regard, for which he expressed 
gratitude. 

But in other respects he was active. He visited 
every Chapter in his jurisdiction during the year. A 
proud record. 

He acceded to a petition for a dispensation to open 
and hold a Royal Arch Chapter at the town of South 
Boston, Halifax County, signed by nine Royal Arch Ma- 
sons. 

The Grand Secretary reported that 44 of the 43 Chap- 
ters on our roll 41 report exaltations during the year, an 
exhibition of activity that has never been excelled in the 
history of this Grand Chapter. ” 

In addition to the numerous visitations of the Grand 
High Priest, who, as Grand Lecturer, like Pooh Bah, 
reported them in detail in the latter capacity, the Chap- 
ters were looked after by the D. D. G. High Priests, who 
also reported. 

Companion Chas. A. Nesbitt, of the Correspondence 
Committee, presented the report, which, as before, is 
mainly extract. It did not include Canada. 

Joseph Y. Bidgood, Richmond, Grand High Priest. 

Jas. B. Blanks, Fredericksburg, Grand Secretary. 

WASHINGTON 

Chapters . . 24 Members . . 1,797 

Heavy indeed was the blow which descended on this 
fair jurisdiction by the blue Pacific and contiguous to our 
own province on the north. On June 7, 1902, the M. E. 
Grand High Priest, Jacob Weatherwax was installed. 
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On July 31 following lie was with his Heavenly Father. 
He died at the age of 61, of bronchial pneumonia. 

Deputy Grand High Priest J. N. Prather presided 
over the Nineteenth Annual Convocation at Seattle, on 
June 15, 1903. 

Having referred to the lamentable circumstances un- 
der which he assumed the chief authority, he alluded to 
what he terms “the most noted Masonic event that has 
ever taken place in this State”: 

i 1 A year ago, more or less, the brethren of Tacoma resolved to 
build for themselves a house. In due time they procured a desir- 
able site and began the work. 

‘ 1 About this time they learned that the President of the 
United States would visit them on May 22; they wisely made pro- 
vision for laying the corner-stone, and had all things in readiness. 
The President, Brother Roosevelt, deemed it a privilege to get 
down with the common laborer and spread the cement which unites 
the building into one common whole. His act was emblematical 
of what he most desires: that Brotherly Love may reign supreme, 
not only among us brother Masons, but throughout and beyond the 
confines of this great country of ours . 9 9 

He granted a dispensation for a new Chapter at 
Davenport, but left it to Grand Chapter to consider a 
petition from Companions at Ballard. 

The following was among his decisions : 

“The family of a member of Glenwood Lodge, No. 28, P. & 
A. M., B. C., moved to Sprague more than a year previous to his 
application for Chapter degrees. H6 completed his engagements 
in B. C., joined his family the last of June, and desired to know 
if it was necessary for him to get a waiver of jurisdiction from 
Rossland Chapter before petitioning for degrees in Sprague 
( hapter. 

To which he answered: “Not necessary for him to 
get waiver from Kossland, B.C.,” referring to Sec. 14 of 
the Grand Chapter By-laws. 

It appears that the possess on of a wife and family, 
although the latter is not regarded as important, affects 
the position of an applicant in this jurisdiction, and that 
the situation may be understood, particularly as Canada 


cxiv 


APPENDIX 


is to some extent interested, the section referred to is 
given herewith: 

‘ 1 Sec. 14. Qualifications of Candidates. Every candidate for 
the Chapler degrees must be a Master Mason in good standing and 
a member of a Lodge, and have resided in the State of Washing- 
ton twelve months, and in the jurisdiction of the Chapter at least 
six months next preceding the presentation of his petition, and 
PQSsessing no maims or defects in his body that may render him 
incapable of conforming literally to what the several degrees re- 
spectively require of him. He must be a natural man, and not one 
made of wood or cork, or substance other than human flesh or 
bone. Each applicant for advancement must possess sufficient 
knowledge of the preceding degrees to make himself well known. 
Provided, That the question of residence referred to in this sec- 
tion shall not apply to unmarried seafaring men or persons who 
are and have been in the United States naval or military service 
for one year next preceding the application. A married man’s 
residence is fixed by the residence of his family, regardless of 
where his occupation may take him. Provided further, Applica- 
tions may be received from persons living outside of the State of 
Washington, consent of the Chapter having jurisdiction over such 
candidates first being obtained. ’ * 


In another case, a Port Townsend Chapter asked for 
a special dispensation to receive a petition at a called 
convocation, to act upon the same at the same meeting, 
and confer the degrees. “ Candidate is a member of 
Friendship Lodge, No. 158, New South Wales; is anxious 
to receive the Chapter degrees in this Chapter, will be 
here with his vessel only about a month. It will be a 
long time ere he can return here again for these reasons. 
He is anxious that we should get a dispensation so that 
he can get through before he sails again. ” He replied : 

‘ ‘ I am very much opposed to undue haste in acting upon peti- 
tions for degrees, for in my judgment it is not to the best interests 
of our great Fraternity to do so, but if the E. High Priest, King 
and Scribe of your Chapter can vouch for the brother as being 
suitable material in every particular, I grant the dispensation. 
Please call their attention to this matter at once that they may 
exercise their best judgment in the advancement of their Chapter, 
and the Order, in this Grand Jurisdiction, zealously and frater- 
nally. ’ ’ 

i ‘ As the officers declined to proceed, my letter was returned 
me and instead of regrets they expressed themselves satisfied with 
my action.” 
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Tlie Grand Secretary reported a net gain of 212 for 
the year. An indication of progress surely. 

On motion the Grand Secretary was instructed to 
inquire of the General Grand High Priest per registered 
mail the position of the square and compasses upon the 
altar, and should there be a triangle used upon the altar 
or not. 

The Grand Orator, from whom, of course, something 
inspiring was expected, wired to the effect that he was 
detained “at the last moment” from attendance at Grand 
Chapter. 

Companion Blalock, the worthy Grand Secretary, sub- 
mitted his usual “all scissors’ review of the Grand 
Chapters : 

‘ ‘ There are two reasons we assign for not changing our sys- 
tem: First, that our Grand Chapter would not allow the expense 
for us to say what we think; second, that should we once get to 
‘talking/ our Companions of the ‘ Guild ’ would be sure to name 
us after the animal with the long ears and a loud voice, hence we 
will not place ourselves in such a position . i9 

John N. Prather, Seattle, Grand High Priest. 

Yancey C. Blalock, Grand Secretary. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Chapters . . 27 Members . . 2,533 

The City of Fairmont was honored with the Thirty- 
second Annual Convocation, on the 11th November, 1902, 
and at High Twelve Grand Chapter was opened, Cyrus 
S. McKenzie, M. E. Grand High Priest, presiding. 

“It was my hope, when elected to the office of Grand High 
Priest, to visit many of the Chapters in the State, but illness and 
business affairs have prevented my carrying out many of my 
plans. ’ ; 

One is disposed to wonder why there are some who 
do not decline the high office when it so frequently brings 
in its train affliction of some kind, or additional business 
cares, or, as above, both. It is certainly peculiar how 
often these things interfere with the good intentions of 
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the Companion after he is clothed with the dignity of 
chief ruler The very frequency of the plea one would 
fancy ™o»ld be . deterrent? b« it isn’t. Why! B = e 
the committee to which is referred the doings of Grand 
Officers invariably reports : 

“We congratulate our Most Excellent Grand High Priest upon 
the efficiency displayed in the administration of his office and his 
zeal for Capitular Masonry.” 

And in consideration of his display of zeal a jewel 
was voted to the outgoing G. H. P. 

At the time that the Grand Chapter of West Virginia 
was formed on November 16th, 1871. Companion Tim- 
othy W. Bliss tiled its door, but death summoned him, 
and he is now within the celestial portals : 

< ‘ His absence from our Outer Door for the first time in thirty- 
three years will cause profound sorrow in our midst. 

Only one Chapter had called upon the Grand Lec- 
turer for instruction during the year. 

The Correspondence Committee recommended that 
recognition of New Zealand be deferred. 

A “donendent membership” resolution was adopted, 

and the "b®e "b“” is no/ affixed to West Vu-gm... 

Comnanion John W. Weymouth succeeded the lament- 
ed Hugh Stirling as chairman of the Correspondence 
Committee. He is a Companion of experience, and as 
such has no use for the Grand Representative sys ein. 
Canada receives three pa<ms of kindly attention. He is 
welcome acquisition to the guild. 

David K. Reed, Clarksburg, Grand High Priest. 

R. C. Dunnington, Fairmont, Grand Secretary. 

WISCONSIN 


Chapters.. 77 Members . . 6,842 

At Milwaukee, on February 17, 1903, the ^^'^wd 
Annual Convocation was opened with seventy-thi ee 
the Chapters represented. 
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Grand High Priest E. S. Yeeder announced that the 
net gain in membership during the past year has been 

7 5 wlllle average net gam per year for the ten 
years preceding the last has been 132. 

He instituted a new Chapter at Marshfield under 
favorable auspices. 

The death of Past Grand High Priest and Past Grand 
Master Melvin L. Youngs, who so long and faithfully 
filled the office of Grand Lecturer for this Grand Body 
was feelingly alluded to: ’ 

“Upon his death there were found among his effects forty- 
nine bound and two hundred unbound copies of this cipher, and 
the plates for printing the same, all of which are in the possession 
or the Grand Secretary. 

“His representatives prefer a claim against the Grand Chap- 
ter for one hundred and fifty dollars in full for the articles men- 
tioned. It seems to me that it will be best to comply with this 
demand, which I am led to believe is not unreasonable in amount, 
and we will thereby become the owners of the plates and the right 
to have the printing done, if at all, on behalf of this Grand Body 
and secure whatever revenue may be derived therefrom.” ’ 

Owing to the Grand Secretary’s “multitudinous 
duties rendering it impossible' for him to give the at- 
tention which the membership demands to the many de- 
tails of his office during Grand Convocation, he deemed 
it necessary to appoint an assistant, who received $25. 

If he visited any of the Chapters during his term ex- 
cept the new one, he omitted to mention the fact. He 
was voted a jewel. 

Fifty dollars was voted to the widow of a Past Grand 
High Priest. 

The Committee to whom was referred the matter of 
looking ilp and accommodating visitors reported that they 
had looked faithfully and carefully for visitors and had 
to report that the} r had found none. 

Most of the business before Grand Chapter was of 
purely local interest, and everything was harmonious. 

Past Grand High Priest Swain is again to the fore 


cxviu 


appendix 


with an admirable report on Correspondence m which 
Canada for 1902 is included, and generously dealt with. 

To him of Connecticut who on the matter of legislat- 
ina the saToon-keeper out, had said, “We do not deem any 
sneckl legislation on that subject necessary,, as the black 
ball 0 is an effective safeguard,” he rejoined m approval: 

^^^^^^“No^onc^woul^dispule^themopnety 

keeper in a large brewery.” 

To a Kansas comment that a Companion who cannot 
confer a degree is a failure as a ruler, he replies, and we 
agree from experience: 

“There are exceptions. It does not follow because a man U> 

were to be conferred.” 

T. J. Pereles, Milwaukee, Grand High Priest. 
y^ T . w . perry, Milwaukee, Grand Secretary. 

CONCLUSION 

One is tempted to the belief, after a perusal of the 
proceedings of our Sister Grand Chapters that the 
absorption of the principles of the glorious old Cr ^ ft 
hieing^ demonstrated year after year m the remarkable 
absence of those internal dissensions which were wont 
to characterize the Chapters and Companions and which 
tad “vJation and publicity under “Grievances and 
Anneals ” Masonic tenets arrayed against frail 
taCfty appear to have had a long but sucigssful 
contest and the fact that judicial committees in all the 
iurisdietions of a vast coutinent have reported lack of 
employment is fairly indicative that the golden rnle .s. 
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through the teachings of the fraternity, finding an abid- 
ing place in the hearts of the brethren. 


t * 'Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished. ' * 

wd & j i l 

An Irish poetaster and entertainer, one of the public’s 
idols of a generation ago, now, alas, waiting in the dreary 
obscurity of a workhouse for the silver cord to be 
loosed, gave expression to the beautiful sentiment in 
words that will live when the gifted but frail victim 
of his own folly is mingled with the dust. 


1 i Let each man learn to know himself, 

To gain that knowledge let him labor j 
Improve those failings in himself 

Which he condemns so in his neighbor. 

And if you meet an erring one 

Whose deeds are blameable and thoughtless, 
Consider, ere you cast the stone, 

If you yourself be pure and faultless. 

Example sheds a brilliant ray, 

A light that men are apt to borrow, 

So first improve yourself to-day 

And then reprove your friend to-morrow." 

Fraternally submitted, 



Chairman. 



Grand Lodge Librai 
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